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B IB L E CALVIN IS M. 


ESSAY ri „ 


Diſplaying THE DocrRINES or PARTIAL 
(3R A CHN tal error of the PELAG1- 


HE Dodttie of partial Grace reſt on theſe 


ſcriptures, I 4v/ll be | peculiarly] gracious to ; 

hom I will be [peculiarly ] gracious; and 1 will Wii, 
ſhow [ ſpecial] mercy, on whom I will how [ſpecial] [th 

mercy. Ex. xxxiii. 19. 4s it not lawful for me, s 

do what I will with mine own Mat. xx. 15. Ix 

'/ + Theſe precious doctrines ſubdivide themſelves m 
; into a PARTIAL Eleflion, and a PARTIAL Reproba-Wl 1 
tion; both flowing from a free, wiſe, and ſovereiguß ; 

grace, which 1s notoriouſly reſprfive of perſons. both 

The partial election and reprobation of free. grace 

is the gracious and wiſe choice, which God [as F. 
ſovereign and arbitrary BEN ETAcrOR] makes, or re ee 

"Fuſes to make, of ſome perſons, churches, cities an nt 
nations, to beſtow upon them, for his own mercy'WMie 

ſake, more favours than he does upon others.—It i ei 


the partiality, with which he imparts his talents o 
nature, providence, and grace, to his creatures C 
ſervants; giving ue talents to ſome, tu talents t abel 
others, and one to others; not only without reſp 
to their works, or acquired worthineſs of any fort 
but frequently in oppoſition to all perſonal demerit 
witneſs the thieves between wham our _ 
| | crucified 
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ESSAY Tx: SECOND, 


Diplaying THE DocTRINEs OF IMPAR»- 
TIAL — E, the capital error of the Calui- 
miſts, and the excellence of SCRIPTURE- AR- 
MINIANISM, 


H E Doctrines of inpartial Fufrice reſt on theſe 
T ſcriptures, I /ay wnto you, that to every one who 
bath [to purpoſe, ] More bell be giuen and from him 
the Jotb ful ſeryant] s hatb not [to purpoſe, ] 
un that he hath, hall be taken. exvay from him, Luke. 
Wn, 26,--Curſed is be that per worteth judgment, Deut. 
un. 19. 0 

Theſe an ful doftrines ſubdivide themſelves into 
* infartial Election, and an impartial Reprobation ; 
wh flowing from divine 7afice,, which is always. 
mſþeHive of perſons, 


ithe righteous and wiſe choice, which God [as an 
table and unbribed Jupos ] makes, or refuſes to 
le of ſome perſons, churches, cities and nations, 
Micially to beſtow upon them, [for Chriſi's ſake} 
_ rewards according to his evangehcal promi · 

or judieially to inflict upon them, [ for Tighte- 
lbeſs' ſake] condign puniſhments, according to. 
* reaſonable threatnings : Solemn promiſes and 
Matnings theſe, which St. Paul ſums up in theſe 


F render to cuery man according 10 his deeds : To - 
wo, by patent continuance in well. doing, ſeek for 


B 2 glory, 


The impartial election and reprobation of Juice ; 


Ms, God, in the revelation of bis Fe = + 
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erucified, who were the only dying men, that pro- 
vidence ever bleſſed with the invaluable talents or 
gracious opportunities of the company and audible 
prayers of their dying Saviour. From this doctrine 
of election it follows, that, when -God Freely elea$ 
a man to the receiving of one talent only, he freely 
reprobates him with reſpect to the receiving of Abo, 
or five talents, 

According to this election, althu* God never 
leaves himſelf without the witneſs of ſome favour, 
by which the baſeſt and vileſt of men, who have 
not yet ſinned out their day of ſalvation, are graci- 
ouſly diſtinguiſhed from beaſts and devils; and al- 
tho”, by that means, he is really gracious to all; yet he 
is not egually gracious: For he gives to ſome perlpns 
families, churches, and nations, more power and op 
portunity to do and receive good, more means ol 
grace, yea more excellent means, more time tc 


uſe thoſe means, and more energy of the ſpirit in the - 
ule of them, than he gives to other perſons, fami a 
lies, charches, and nations. With reſpect t. 1 
the eleclion of grace therefore, there is pre = 
' partiality in God, and ſo far is this partiality fro he 
being in any degree cauſed by any natural or evan he 
gelical worth, that it is itſelf the - firſt cauſe of a C 
natural excellencies, and evangelical worthine! 7 
Hence it appears,. that the doQrine of the —_— v1 
[and perhaps of the rigid Arminians alſo] deſtroy y 
the dectrines of partial grace; the capital error « 4 
thoſe, who inconſiderately oppoſe Calviniſm, col " 
ſiſting in denying the gracious, electing, and repri by 
bating partiality of God; and in ſuppoſing, that Up, 
reaſons of God's election and reprobation are alwa 1 
taken from ourſelves; that God never elect 15 
ſome men in Chriſt, merely after the counſel of 1 
own [abſolute] ; and that the doctrine of * 
ratullous election and reprobation, is both unſcr! , 
tural and horrible. * 1 M2 
Having thus ſtated the doctrine of grace, ande 


A error of Pelagius, I encounter * 
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Sc. [he will render] eternal 1/fe, But to them 
1 do not obey the truth, but obey unrightcouſneſs, he 
vill render indignation and wrath : Tribulation and 
gib upon every ſoul of man that doth evil, of the 
0 [and chriſtian] e [as having received more 
wlents than others ; ] ard alſo of the gentile | or hea- 
then :] But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that 
wrieth good, to the jew [and chriſtian] r [as being 
Gods peculiar people] and alſo to the heathens, For 
ſnich regard to the doctrines of juſtice] there is 20, 
gb of perſons with God, For as many as have ſin- 
10 without the Iavy [of a peculiar covenant] hall 
ab periſh without the Jaw [of a peculiar covenant : ] 
lil as many as have finned under the law [of a pecu- 
lar covenant] Hall be judged by the lazy [of the pecu- 
lr covenant they were under, whether it were the 
kv of Moſes, or the law of Chriſt.) For not the. 
lerer bt the doers of the law ſhall be j uſlifted in the 
day when God fhail judge the ſecrets of men according 10 
m goſpel. And leſt ſome ſhould object, that the. 
heaathens, having neither the law of Moſes nor that 
a Chriſt, cannot be judged according to their works, 
de apoſtle intimates that they are under the law of 
he human nature, which law is written upon every. 
man's conſcience by a beam of the true light, that eu- 
gluens every man that comes into the world. For, 
when the heathens, ſays he, which have not the lax, _ 
& by nature ¶ aſſiſted by the general light above- men 
loned] tbe things contained in the [written] h [of- 
Moſes or of Chriſt, ] theſe having not the [written] 
nv, are a lad unto themſclves 3 and ſkew the work of ; 
written, in their hearts, their conſcience alſo. 
tering <vitneſs, and their thoughts the mean <vhile ace 
hy or elſe excufing one anether, [ as a pledge and earneſt 
the condemnation or juſtification, which awaits 
ſtem before the throne of juſtice.] Rom. ii. (—16.. 
And let none ſay, that this is St. James's legal 
nne, into which St. Paul bad flided unawares, 
ro 4e the legality which cleaves. to our nature;“ 
br the evangelical prophet is as deep in it as the 
B 3 herald , 
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champion of the rigid free-willets, not with a fling 
and a few ſtones, but with the bible and ſome plai 
quotations from it, which will eſtabliſh and illuſtrate 
the gratui tous election and reprobation, into whic 
the doctrine —_ grace 1s ſubdivided, 

I have already obſerved in the Scripture-Scales 
that e election of [ partial] grace is taught in that part 
of the parable of the talents, where it is ſaid, tha 
the maſter choſe and called his own ſervants, and d: 
tivered unto them nis [not THEIR] goods; [freely 
giving io one FIVE talents, to —_ TWO, and 10 
another ONE, to everyone according to his ſeveral ability 
Matt. xxv. 14, tg. In this free diſtribution of the 
maſter's goods to the ſervants, we fee a ſtriking em 
blem of God's partiality, 

Should a Pelagian deny it, and ſay, that God 
does not deal out his talents of grace with Calvinia 
tieeneſs, but according to the jereral abilitics of hi 
ſervants, I reply by atking the following queſtions 
(1) How came theſe ſervants to b- ? (2; How came 
they to be bis ſervants? And (3) Row came the 
to have every one HIS ſtveral ability ? Was this ſe 
veral ability acquired merely by dint of unafliſted 
perſonal induſtry ? If you reply in the affirmative, 
vou abſurdly hold that God caſts all his rationa 
creatures in the ſame mould, that they are all ex 
actly alike both by nature and by grace, and that 
they alone make Ibemſelvis to differ, as often as there 
is any diterence.— If ycu reply in the zrgative, yo 
give up the ground of Pelagianiſm, and grant tha 
Gcd of his rich, undeferved goodneſs, gives te 
every one his ſeveral [primary] abilities of nature and 
grace: and when he does this, what does he do 
but diſplay a primary election and reprobation o 
grace; ſeeing he diſtributes theſe natural and gra 
ciovs abilities, in as diſtinguiſhing a manner as fu 
are diſlinguiſhed from one; arbitrarily reprobating 
from ſeur talents the perſons, families, churches 
and nations, which he elccts only to onc talent. 
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terald of free-grace. Hear Ifaiah; Say ye to the 
righteous, that it ſhall be well wvith them: for they ſpall 
„TAE FRUIT OF THEIR DOINGS, Vs to the avick- 
i: it ſhall be ill wvith lim: for THE REWARD OF ks 
14xDs ſhall be given him. Iſ. iii. 10, 11, If Iſaiah 
s accuſed of having imbibed this anti-folifidian 
btrine from legal Ezckiel, I reply, that our Lord 
limſelf was as deep in it, as Ezekiel and St. James, 
itneſs his laſt charge : Behold I come quickly; and 

reward is wvith me, to give every man according as 


wort ſhall be.— Bleſſid are they that do his command- 
% that they may enter into the | heavenly] city [of 
ha God: ] for 2virhout are dogs, &c. [ all manner of evil 
na workers] and whoſoever loveth or maketh a lie. Rev. 


ni, 12— 19. The te names in Sardis, which have 
w! defiled their garments ſhall wwalk with me in white, 
02 THEY ARE WORTHY, Rev. iii. 4. Watch ye, 
ke, THAT YOU MAY BE COUNTED WORTHY 70 % 
ute all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, und to fland 
kfore the ſon of man. Luke xxi. 36. 

The election of juſtice is then nothing but the 
njartiality, with which God makes choice of his 
pod and faithful ſervants, : rather than of his wicked 
d ſlothful ſervants, to beſtow upon them the tem- 
poral and eternal rexvards of goodne/3 and faithfulneſs, 
wording to their works; when he cometh and recł - 
mth with them, about the talents, which his free - 


neger hath beſtowed upon them, Mat. xxv. 19. 
A Nor is the reprobation of juſtice any thing but the 
tha | 


Mpartiality with which God, as a righteous diſpen- 
kr of his puniſhments, reprobates from his rewards 
grace and glory his wicked and unfaithful ſervants, 
0 do not uſe, or who vilely abuſe the talents, 
ich his free · grace hath entruſted them with. 

When God commands the ſervants, to whom he hath 
en his 3 to be called to him, that he may know 
v much every man has gained by trading, in order 
beſtow his evangelical rewards with equity; ac- 
ng tothe election of juſtice, he makes choice 
the ſervants, who hate gained ſomething with 
5 | | their 
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This feripture, LEARN not to think of men above 
avhat is uren, that no one of you le pufſed up ;— For 
oho maketh thee to differ [with reſpect to the firſt num⸗ 
ber of thy talents ?! Vieh [of them] 75 it that theu 
didft not receive? Nosu if thou diaſ recoive it, why dof 
thou glory, as if thou had not receivedit ? 1 Cor, iv, 
6, 7 :— This one ſcripture, I fay, like the ſtone, 
which {unk into Goliah's forehead, is ſufficient, 
one would think, to bring down the g'gantic errer 
of Pclagius. But it that lione is not heavy enough 
to do the wiſhed-for execution; TI will chuſe two 
or three more out of the book of truth, which flows 
from the throne of God. St. James poiuts me to 
the firſt, Emery good gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, James 1. 17,—I am 
indebted for the others to our Lord's forerunuer, and 
to our Lord himſelf. John ſaid, A man can receive 
n thing, except it be GIVEN him FROM HEAVEN.— 
Jzsvs anſwered, Thou con deſt have no ponber at all, 
&C. except 11 Were GIVEN thee FROM ABOVE. John 
iii. 27.—Xix. 11. 

If the Pelagian error ſtands it out againſt theſe 
. weighty declarations, I ſhall draw the Htuord of the 
Spirit, and aim the following ſtrokes at that faſh- 
. tonable and dangerous doctrine. 
Why was Adam elected to the enjoyment of hu- ge 
man powers? Was it not God's free electing love, org 
which raiſed him to the ſphere of a rational animal Mt}. 
that exalted ſphere, from which all other anima; 
are reprobated? Was it notdiſtinguiſhing fayour 
which made bim but a little lower than the angih:! 
Let the Pelagians and the rigid Arminians tell us 


what uncreated Adam did to merit the election ger 
which raiſed him above the firſt horſe? Or what tha gon 
firſt horſe had done, to deſerve his being everlaſting dnn 

ut out of heaven, and reprobated from all knowl, 
ledge of his creator? Why was the /ark elected bene 
the ble ffing of a tow'ring flight, and of ſpright\W ©, 
ſongs, from which the oy/er is ſo abundantly rep » 


bated ;—the poor oy ſter, which is ſhui vp betwee! 
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their pounds, rather than of the ſervant, who has 
lathfully laid up his pound in a napkin, And accor- 
ling to the reprobation of juſtice, he reprobates from 
ill rewards, and appoints to a deſerved: puniſhment, 
he unprofitable and flothful ſervant, rather than the 
vithful and diligent ſervants, who have improved 
heir Lord's gifts. Once more: According to the 
ceftion of juſtice, God elects and calls to a double 
ward his ſervants who have given doable diligence 
o make their gratuitous election ſure. Thus he 
defts to the honor of being ruler over TEN cities, the 
nan whoſe pound had gained TEN ponds, rather than 
the man, whoſe pound had only gained i, pounds, 
ud who, by the rule of equitable proportion, is 
mly placed over five cities. Luke xix. 15, &C,- 
And, according to the reprobation of juſtice, in the 
ly of judgment it ſhall be more intolerable for un- 
telleving Chorazin and Bethſaida, than for Sodom 
u Gomorrha; and tor u — London and 
Edinburgh, than for  Chorazin and Bethſaida; be- 
ruſe they bury more talents, reſiſt brighter light, and 
in againſt richer diſpenſations of divine grace. Mar, 


NM 


S 


I IC, 

With regard to the election and reprobation of 
wſtice, there is [abſolutely] no reſpect of perſons with 
Gd; and evangelical worthineſs, which dares not 
hew its head before the throne of God's partial 
mace, may lift it up with humble confidence before 
tbe throne of Chriſt's remunerative juſtice, Hence 
ts, that St, Paul, who ſo ſtrongly aſſerts in Rom. 
Ix, that, before the throne of partial grace, It 7s not 
of bim that avilleth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
who fhewweth mercy, or tavour when, and in what de- 
gee he pleaſes ; does not ſcruple to ſay, when he is 
wing to appear before the mediatorial throne of 
Wine juſtice, The time of my departure is at hand : I 
bave fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, J 
bove kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 
8 crown of [evangelical] righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
*RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, ſhall give me at that day 

when 
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two ſhells, without either legs ot wings, and ſo fat 
as we know, equally deſtitute of ears and eyes ? 

It a diſciple of Pelagius thinks, that I demean my 
pen by propoſing theſe queſtions, to prove the gra- 
tultous and abſolute election and reprobation, which 
are ſo conſpicuous in the world of nature; I will 
riſe to his ſphere, and aſk him what he did to de- 
ſerve the honour of being elected to the ſuperiority 
of his ſex—an honour this, from which his mother 
was abſolutely reprobated : and if he has a rich fa- 
ther, who gave him a liberal education, I ſhould be 
glad to know, what good works he hed done, be- 
fore he was providentially elected to this bleſſing, 
from which the bulk of mankind are ſo eminently 
reprobated. c 

Can we not trace the footſteps of an electing or 
re probat ing providence all the earth over, with re. 
ſpect to perſons and places? Why is one man elected 
to ſway a ſceptre, when another is only elected to 
handle an ax, a ſpade, a file, or a bruſh? Why 
were Abraham, Job, and the rich glutton elected 
to a plentiful fortune, when poor Lazarus, a noto- 
rious reprobate of providence, lay ſtarving at the 
door of mercileſs plenty? Why does a noble ſot ide Wi 
away his life in a palace, whilit an induſtrious fober WW 
mechanie, with all his care can hardly pay for a 
mean lodging ina garret? Why is one man elected 
to enjoy the bleſſings of the five ſenſes, the advan- 
tage of a ſtrong conſtitution, and the prerogative of 
beauty; whilſt another is born blind or deaf, fickly 
or deformed? What have theſe poor creatures done 
to deſerve this mis fortune? And if God can diſpenſe 
his providential bleſſings with ſuch apparent parti 
ality, why ſhould it thought ſtrange, that he 
ſhould be partial in the diſtribution of his /pþiritual 
favours? May not our heavenly benefactor have 
daifies and crocus', as well as tulips and roſes, in 
the garden of his church? May he not, in the 
building of his temple, uſe plain tree-ſtone, 38 well 
as fapphires, amethyſts, and pearls ? _ 
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nen he ſhall render eternal life to them, who ſeek for 
airy, by 1 continuance in well-doing. 2 Tim. iv. 
de. Rom. ii. 7. 

The doctrine of PROPER Merit, or merit of CON+ 
nevirv, is unſcriptural, irrational, and wild. 
The bare thought of it could make an innocent angel 
uh before his Creator, and ſhould fill a reprieved 
nner with the greateſt deteſtation. And yet, the 
wftrine of 1MPROPER, or EVANGELICAL qaworthineſ 
zof ſo great importance, that if you take it away, 
w eclipte God's diſtributive juſtice; you deſtroy 
te law of Chriſt, and all the conditional promiſes 
nd threatnings in tbe bible; you demoliſh all the 
kftrines of perſonal rewards and puniſhments to- 
rer with the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt ; and upon 
ir ruins you raiſe an antinomian babel, whoſe 
madful foundation is fini/bed, or neceſſary damnation 
i the myriads of Calvin's abſolute reprobates ; 
nile it's airy top is fini/bed or neceſſary ſalvation for 
U bis abſolute elect. 


ed WY Hence it appears, that the miſtake of heated 
D- is exactly contrary to that of heated Pelagius. 
he Wthgianiſm throws down the throne of God's par- 
le grace, and rigid Calviniſm leaves no foundation 
et the throne of his martial juſfice. The former 
2 beſe modern goſpels ſhackles God r Benęfaclor: 
ed the latter pours infamy upon God owr Judge. 
u- ires upon him the aſtoniſhing inconſiſtency of 
of /ig men acccording to their works, and 
yet finally juftißing them without any regard to 
ve WP their works; and by this means it indirectly gives 
vſe e lie to our Lord himſelf, who ſays, that I be 
t- / judgment by thy awords thou ſhalt be juſtified or 
he Vemned, 0 
val Wi Haring thus deſeribed the impartial election and 


probation of juflice, for which the Calviniſts ſub- 


in ute a partial election of latuleſi grace in Chriſt, 
the BC partial reprobation of free-aurath in Adam; 

rel ¶ upport the doctrines of ju/iice by the following ap- 
"hy hs to ſcripture and matter of fact. 


Search 
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mould we think that it is unjuſt in God to have me 

ral inſtruments of a different ſhape and ſound in hi 
grand, ſpiritual concert, when David could [with 
out violation of any right] predeſtinate ſome of hi 
muſicians to praiſe God with trumpets, ſhawwms an 
loud cymbals, when others were appointed to do! 
only upon an harp, a lute, or a pipe? 

St, Paul compares believers, who are the mem 
bers of Chriſt's myſtical body, to the various parts 
which compoſe the human frame; and wiſely ch 
ſerves, that tho* our wncomely 26 [ the Feet for ex 
ample] are reprobated from the honour put upo 
the head, they are nevertheleſs all uſeful: in thei 
places. His illuſtration is ſtriking, and would hel 
Pelagian levellers to ſee their miſtakes, if they woul 
conſider it without prejudice, Theye are diverſitieso 
gifts [ under all the inferior diſpenſations of God 
grace, as well as under the goſpel of Chriſt, t 
which the apoſtle's ſimile immediately refers]—7} 
manifeſtation of the ſpirit is given to every man to pro 
fit withal. For the ſpirit divides his gifts of parti 

race to every man ſewerally As HE WILL.—The bod 
i not one member, but many. Tf the foot ſhall ſay, be 
cauſe I am not the hand [or the eye] I am wa t 
body, is it therefore not of the body ? Is it abſolutely 
re probated from the bodily ſyſtem? On the othe 
hand, if the <vhole body qwhere an eye, where wertt! 
ear? Aud if the <vhole avere ear, where were the noſe 
But now hath God ſet the members every one of them 1 
the body, as it hath pleaſed him, 1. e. according to th 
good pleaſure, counſel, and wiſdom of his electin 

ar reprobating will. | 1 

If the Pelagians will contend for their error on 
religious ground, I meet them there, and aſk, Wh 
good thing did Adam to deſerve, that God fhoul 
plant for him the tree of life in the midi of the garde 
and ſhould lay upon him no other burden for l 
trial, than abſtaining from eating of the fruit 
one tree? Would not God have been gracious if 


bad ſuſpended the judicial reprobation of our fir 
parent 
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gearch the ſcriptures, for they bear teſtimony to 
the equity of God our rewarder and puniſher, If 
te praiſes, and rewards one man rather than another, 
this difference flows from the holineſs of his nature, 
nich makes bis [judicial] ways equal, He loves 
fon ſueſi and hates iniquity ; and therefore he judi- 
wlly chu/es the man that is godly, whilſt he judicially 
rprobates the man that is ungodly, It a veil, as 
nick as that, which is upon the Jews, were not upon 
n when we read the ſcriptures, would we not con- 
&, that God's judicial reprobation impartially turns 
won our not receiving the truth, and not living up 
pit, that is, upon our voluntary unbelief, and the 1 
meceſſtated diſobedience which flows from it? 

Does not the experience of all ages confirm this 
ffertion ? When creating grace had gratuitouſly 
tected and called Adam to the enjoy ment of a para- 
lfacal kingdom, did not impartial, and remunerative 
juice put the ſtamp of divine approbation upon his 
ith and obedience, by equitably continuing him in 
tar kingdom, till he ſinned ? And did not impartial 
utice ſeal him with the ſeal of reprobation, when he 
kad finned? Hear the reprobating decree: Bx AE 
tes haſt hearkened to the voice of thy wife, &c. curſed 
i the ground for thy ſake.—T HEREFORE the Lord God: 
nt bim forth from the garden. Gen. wi. 17, 23. 

When redeeming grace had reprieved him, and his 
plterity ; did divine approba: ion and reprobation 
driniſtically faſten upon their children? Did not 
lte judicial difference, which God made between 
Gin and Abel, ſpring merely from the perſonal 
ah of Abel, and the excellence of his ſacrifice ? 
lar Moſes and St. Paul: The Lord had refpedt to 
% and his offering : but to Cain and his offering he 
led tot reſpec. For BY FAITH Abel offered @ MORE 
MELLENT ſacrifice than Cain, —T hus the Lord had, 
"2 to Cornelius and his charity. His prayers and 
un came up for « memorial before God: but to the 
Muniſees, their prayers and alms, he had not reſpet : 
br, by faith in his Fo Cornelius offered more 


/ excellent 
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parents, on their refuſing to abſtain from all food 
every other day, for a thouſand years? Who does 
not ſee free-grace in the appointment of ſo eaſy a 
term, by fubmitring to which he might have made 
his gratuitcus election ſure, and ſecured the remy. 
nerative election of juſtice? Again: When judi. 
cial reprobation had overtaken the guilty pair, what 
did they do to deſerve, that the execution of the 
ſentence ſtould not inſtantly take place in all the 
ficrceneſs of the threatned curſe ? And how many 
good dees did they muſter up, to merit the goſpel 
of redeeming grace the precious promiſe that the 
feed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ferpent's trade 
Verily, ſays the apoſtle, he [the Redeemer] ol » 
on him the nature of angels : but he took on him the ſeed 
of a man, viz. Abraham, and became the ſon of nan 
tho? he is the everla/ting Father. Is there no parti- 
ality of grace in the myſtery of the incarnation? 

Was it mere equity, which dictated that the Son of 
God ſhould come in he Iikene/5 of ſinful fleſh, to ſave 

ſinful man; and not i the likene/5 of ſinſul ſpirit, te 

ſave fallen angels ? 
1 ſuppoting [not granting] that this partialit 
in favour of mankind, ſprang merely from the pecn 
liar excuſableneſs of their caſe; I aſk, Why di 
the ſons of Cain deſerve to be begotten of a market 
murderer, who brought them up as /n, of Belidl 
vhilſt the children of & were providentially electe 
into the family of a pious man, who brought then 
up as ons of God ? 

But if we will ſee the election and reprobation o 
partial grace, together with the glory of diſtinguiſh 
ing predeſfinati n, ſhining in their greateſt luſire 
we muſt take a view of the covenants of promiſe 
which God made at different times with favoure 
men, | families, churches, and nations ;—pecul 
covenants, which flowed ertry one from a pecull 
election of grace. | 

Was it not of free, diſtinguiſhing grace, that G 
called 4braham, and raiſed himſelf 2 _ IP 
| SIR ranc 
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ixcellent prayers and alms than the phariſees. 'By 
which he [like Abel] obtained qwitneþs, that he avas 
righieous, aud accepted; God by the angel] Hi 
Fuls GIFTS ; And, by it, he, being dead, vet ſpraketh 
to all ſolifidians, who would baniſh the election and 
xeprobation of ice out of the world. 

Righteous Seh ſucceeds righteous Ab]: his chil- 
den do the works of God, and are, of con'"equence 
the elect of his juſtice, as well as of his grace. But, 
ſoon as theſe pious ſons of God begin to draw 
back, and to follow the wor:dly ways ot the daugh- 
ters of men, they begin to rank among the repro- 
hates of juſtice, and are involved in their dreadtul 
puniſhment. Thro' the apoſtacy of theſe ſons of 
God, the earth was [ſoon] coRruer BEFORE Gob: 
and yet Noah qvas a juft man, perfect in his generati- 
ans, and Noah WALKED w. % God, Therefore when 
2 decree of judicial reprobation went forth againſt 
the vorld of the ungodly, « dec: ec of judicial election 
was made in his favour: Lud the Lord [ud to Noab, 
Come thou, and all thy hoe inio the ark; ron TREE 
bave I ſeen K1GHTEOUS BEFORE ME ia {Lis genera tots 
Gen. vii. 1, Ham, the father of Canaan, ſhared in 
the election, which ſaved Noah; but, by his fla- 
grant violation of the fifth commandment, he ſoon 
brought upon himſelf a judicial reprobation. 

A decree of vindictive reprobation paſſes againſt 
dodom, but the ſacred hiſtorian, who informs us of 
it, ſets his pen like a bar of braſs againſt the Calri- 
van doctrine of free-wrath: Nay, God himſelf 
condeſcends to ſpeak in our language on that awful 
occaſion, The Lord /aid, Becauſe the cry of Sodom is 
great, I wwill go down now, and [before 1 judicially 
reprobate it] I will ſee aubetler they baue DoNE alto- 
geber according to the cry of it, and if not 1 wwill know, 

n. xviii. 20. So far is the Lord from judicially 
reprobating his creatures otherwiſe than according 


o works, 1, e. according to evangelical worthineſs 
or unworthinefs ! x 


Agreeably to the ſame doctrine of juſtice, God 
| C 2 fewed 
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branch of his numerous family? Could he not as 
well have called to this honour Abimelech, king of 
Gerar, ' Melchifedec, king of Salem, or Jos, the per. 
fect man in the land of Uz? Or could he not have 
ſaid to the father of the faithful, Not in J/zac, but 
in IsnMAEL, or in the ſons of Ketura, thy laſt wife 
Hall thy peculiarly-covenanted /ted be called? ; 
Nay, what did Abraham do to be juſtified as 4 
SINNER? Was he not FULLY juſtified ia this /enſe 
merely by receiving God's rte gi thro? faith! 
Ihe point is important, for it reſpect; not only 
Abraham's gratuitous juſtification as a firner, but 
alſo the /rce juſtification of every other /ner, who 
does not ſpurn the heavenly gift. Dwell we then 
a moment upon St. Paul's queſtion, concerning 
Abraham's juſlification as a finner. Mat ſhall we 
Jay then ? If Abraham were juſtified by works [us a fin- 
ner] be har whereof to glory : but not before God. 
For 


+ With fear of offending any of my brethren, and with ten- 
Sling, leſt I ſhould injure any doctrine of grace, I will venture 
to propoſe here a few queſtions, the decifion of which TI leave to 
the candor of thoſe, who are afraid of making one part of the 
ſcriptare contradict the other. Granting that a inner, as ſuch, 
can never have any thing to ghry in, unleſs it be his fin, his 
ſhame,. and condemnation, I aſk, Is there not a ſenſe, in which 
a believer may rejoioe or glory in his works of faith? And may 
not ſuch a rej-;icing or glorying be truly evangelical ? What does 
St. Paul mean, when he ſays, Li every [believing ] man prove 
his own wwork, and then ſhall he have xzJorcinG | or] cLony- 
18G in himſelf, and. not in another? Gal. vi. 4.—Did St. John . 
preach ſelf-rigrheuyſneſs, when he wrote, Hereby | by /oving out Wat 1 
neighbour in deed and in truth | we ſhall aſſure our hearts BEFOR8 
MI M, 1. e. BEFORE GoD. For if our heart condemn us, Gob i 
greater than our heart, and knoweth 7 55 1953 make for our 1 
condemnation, better than we do.] Beloved, if our heart (or Mas 
conſcience] condemn us not, THEN have we confidence Tow a. 
Gon, [i. e. Bronx Gop.] And whatſoever we aſk we ret Bll e 
of him, beeauje we keep his commandments, and do thoſe things 
which are pleaſing ix iS SIGHT, 1 John iii. 19, &c.—If all 
ſuch glorying is phariſaical, who was, to the laſt, a greater 
phariſee than the great apoſtle, who ſaid, Our rejuicing | or c lo- 
VIV GI is this, THE TESTIMONY OF OUR CONSCIENCE, that 


= godly fincerity, &c. aue have had our converſation in the 1. ; 
| 2 
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tered favour to righteous Lot, rather than to the 
vicked inhabitants of Sodom. For it came to paſe, 
wen God deſtroyed the cities of the plain, that God re- 
enered Abraham, and his cogent plea [** Milt thor 
6 reprobate and de/troy the righteous wwith the avicked ? 
8 That be far from thee, to do after this manner“ Shall 
6 wt the JUDGE of all the earth do right ? ] And [ aC+ 
ardingly] God ſent Lot out of the midſt of the over- 
Foro. 0 

His wife ſhared in this election of juſtice, for the 
gels laid hold upon her hand, and extended to her 
the fame favour which they did to her huſband ; but 
p ſoon as ſhe looked back, and broke the command- 
dent, Look not behind thee ; ſhe forfeited her election: 
Keprobation laid hold on her, and ſhe became a mo- 
ument of God's judicial impartiality, 

Altho' God's diſtinguiſhing grace ſhines in his cal- 
Ins Abraham to be a father of his peculiar people ;. 
jet the election of juice ſoon goes hand in hand 
ih the election of grace. How ſtriking are theſe 
tifolifidian paſſages ! 7 wil! perform the oath which 
fware to rakes thy father, &c. BECAUSE that 
raham obeyed my woice, and kept my charge, my com- 
urdnents, my flatutes, and my laws. Gen, xxvi. 3, 
Did not God jadiciall; ele that faithful patri- 
to the rewards of grace, when he ſaid, By - 
ſhave 1 fworn ; BECAUSE thou haft done this thing, 
 baft not with-held thine only fon, that in bleſſing 1 
ul Bleſs thee, BECAUSE thou haſt obeyed my voice? 
n. xxit, 16, 18. Do not theſe ſcriptures prove, 
u if Abraharff had not made his election of pecu- 
r favour ſure, by obeying God's voice, he would 
3 forfeited that election, as well as Saul and 
Was F 
But, to return to the election of juice; does not 
s election extend in ſome degree, even to the 
en of the godly ? When God had ſaid to 
ham, according to the reprobation of inferior 
ie, Caft out the bond-woman, and her ſon Iſhmael, 
lde not ſay alſo, according to the election of juſ- 

C 3 tice, 
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For what ſays the ſeripture? Abraham believed C, 
[when God freely called him to receive grace, 


more grace] and it was counted to him for righte 


170 
10%, Rom. iv. Il, &c. Y 


No 


2 Cor. i. 12.— If St. Paul was guilty for ring, how muc 
more for dying, full of this glorying* And is it not evident h 
did, from his own dying fpeech, { am now ready t be offer 
and the time of my deparinre is ot hand. I have for ght—] har 
finiſhed —T have kept —Hencefo-th there is laid vp for me a won 
of ig beo ſneſs, which Tar. Loup, the Mane ous Jure 
J all give me at that day. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.— Does not St. [ok 
exhort us to attain the height of the confidence, in which 5 
Paul died, when he fays, Lok 70 yorrſelves, that we lol nit thy 
things which we have wrovght, but that we rectit e a full reward 
2 John 8. Does not St. Pau! repreſent fpir tual men, as perſon 
who have God's ffi it Fenving awitnets together with THEIR $0 
R1T, { and, vice verſa, who have THEIR SPIRIT, or conſien 
bearing witneſs together with God's Spirit | thot they are the i 
den of God? Rom. viii. 16. And ts it right to aboliſſ the off 
of conſcience, by turning out of the world all comfortable ca 
ſciouſneſs of having done that, which is right in the /ipht of Go 
and by diſcarding all tormenting conſciouſneſs of having dot 
the contrary ; under the frivoluus pretence that our Lord, inh 
parabolical account of the day of judgment, repreſents the gent 
rality ot good and wicked men, as not being yet properly acquain 
ed with this Ch»i/7ion truth, that whatever- gud or wong wel 
to the Iroff of our fellow. creatures, Chriſt will reward or pun} 
a5 if jt were done to himſelf? Alas! If the generality of Chr 
cans do not yet properly know this important truth, which 1 
clearly revealed to them; is it ſurpriſing to hear our Lord in 
mate, that the Jewiſh, Mabometan, and Heathen world » 
wonder, when they thall ſee themſelves rewarded or pri} 
according to that deep ſaying of St. Paul, Ye HEAD of EVE 
MAN is hi: whence it follows, that whatever good or evi 
done to any mon, (but more eſpecially to any Chriſiian) is don 
in ſome ſenſe, to a member of Chriſt, and, conſequently to ( 
himfelf ?—How deplorable is it, to ſee good men cover an 2 
nomian miſtake by an appeal to a portion of ſcriprure, which 
Lord ſpoke to leave antinomianiſm no ſhadow of covering! 
Should it be ſaid, that the evangelical glorying, for whit! 
plead after St. Paul, is ſubverfive of his own doctrine, becal 
be ſays, Hethat glo ietb, ler bim cLORY IN THE Logo; | 
ſwer, that we keep this goſpel-precept, when we princivally gu 
in the Lord himſelf, and when we ſubordinateſy glory in nothi1 
but what is agreeable to the Lord's word, and in the manner; 


for the ends, which he Lord himſelf has appointed. K 
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tice, For 1ſhmael I have heard thee : behold, I have 
ed him—BECAUSE he is THY SEED? Gen. Xvil, 
20, XXxi. 13. And is not the decree of this remu— 
nerative election openly written hy David, where he 
ſays, Bleſſed is the man that ftareth the Lord. Hts 
«8D ſhall be mighty upon carth : the generatien of the 
WRIGHT ſhall be BLESSED? 

A ſtriking inſtance of the impartial reprobation of 
jufice we have in the Amorites, and Ifraclites, the 
wo nations, to which God, according to the electi- 
on of ſpecial favour, ſuccetſively gave the good land 
of Canaan, God's juſtice would not abjolutely re- 
probate the Amorites from it, till they had ſinned 
out their day of national ſalvation, or ſquandered 
away all the time, which he had allotted them for 
national repentance. Þ[ brought thee out of Ur to give 
thee this land, faid God to Abraham, but thy poſte- 
nty ſhall not immediately inherit it, for the iniquity 
of the Amorites is not yet full. Gen. xv. 16.—And 
God was exactly as equitable to the corrupted Iſra- 
elites, as he had been to the corrupted Canaamites ; 
for he would not drive the Jews out of the land of 
Canaan, till they were quite ripe for that national 
reprobation, Hence it is, that our Lord, by nati- 
onally /Zaring them, ſuffered them alſo to fill up the 
neaſure of their iniguities. Mat. xxiii. 32. | 

To return: God ſays to Abraham, I will judge the 
a preſive nation, whom the Iſraelites ſhall ferwe ; and 
b *ccordingly he judicially reprobates Raheb and the 
ug «ragon—Egypt and Pharaoh. But is Rahab ſtruck 
* with any plague, is the river turned into blood, be- 
bre its waters have been mixed with the briny tears, 
,n ol 42d tinged with the innocent blood of the children 
hich off of God's people? Is Pharaoh drowned in the red 
lea, or hardened, before he has hardened his own 
beart, by ſetting bis ſeal to the moſt cruel decrees, 


vain 
wed 
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Cn 
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A nd by drowning the helpleſs poſterity of Joſeph, 
ll ge do had been the deliverer of his kingdom ? 

; not! Proceed to the book of Numbers, and you ſee at 
— inge the awful account, which St. Jude and Sr. 
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Now, if Abraham believed God, it is evident that 
God offered himſelf ii to Abraham, that Abraham 
might believe in him. Therefore a free election 
calling, and g [tor an er from God is a ll al 

His 


apoſile ſays, He 7602 glo dub, let him glory in Tur Lon, he n. 
more ſuppoſe;, that it is wrong to g, as he did, in th; tefeimony 
of a good conſcience, than he ſuppoſes, that it is wrong in a W. 
man to be married to aan as well as toCh Int, becauſe he ſays 
If ſhe marrieth, let her u in the Lord. Such a dune. 
would be as abſurd, as the following antinomian inferences, 
«© God will have mercy, AND Nor ſacrifice, and therefore we 
muſt offer him neither the ſacrifice of our praiſes, nor that of our 
perfons.” —©<© Chriſt ſaid to Satan, The Lord thy God ox Ly [bait 
thou ſerve ; and therefore it is a ſpecies of idolatry in domeſtics 
to ferve their maſters.” May God haſten the time: when ſuch 
ſophiſtry ſhall no more paſs for orthodoxy ! 

Should it be farther objected, that St. Paul ſays, God forbid 
that I ſhould glory, SAVE 18 THE CRoss of Chriſt Gal. vi. 14, 
I reply, that it is unreaſonable not to give evangelical latitude to 
that expreſſion . becauſe, if it is taken in a literal and narrow 
ſenſe, it abſolutely excludes all glorying in Chriſt's reſurre&ior, 
aſcenſion, and interceſſion ; a gloryingthis, which the apoſile him- 
ſelf indulges in Rom. viii. 34. as, that he could, ina 
ſubordinate ſenſe, glory in ſome thing beſides the 7 of 
Chriſt, appears from his own g/oryivg in his labours, fufferings, 
infirmities, revelations, and converts; as well as in his preaching 
the goſpel in Achaia without being burthenſome to the people. 
But all this ſubordinate glorying was in the Lord, thro whom he 
did and bore all things, and 70 auh he referred all inferior ho- 
nours. And therefore when he ſaid, that che righteors Fudge would 
give him a crown of righteouſneſs for having ſo run as 72 obtain it, 
he, no doubt, deſigned to caſt it at the feet of him, in whoſecroſs 
he principally gloried, and whoſe perſon was his aT in all. 

- * But all this glorying was before men, and not before God.” 

So it is ſaid: but I prove the contrary by reaſon and ſcripture: 
( 1) By xrAsON; Next to the croſs of Chriſt, what St. Paul 
chiefly gloried or rejoiced in, was the teſtimony of his conſcience, 2 
Cor. i. 12. Now I aſk, Had the apoſtle this joy and gioryivg 
only when he was in company? Did he not enjoy it alſo when 
he was alone? If you ſay, that he had it on/y in company, you 
repreſent him as a vile Beer, who could change the teſti- 
mony of his conſcience, as eaſily as he did his coat or com- 
pany- And if you grant that he had this rejoicing when he wat 
alone, you give up the point ; for reaſon tells us, that all the re- 


Jaicing and glorying, which an enlightened man has, in his own 
| | conſcience, 


BIBLE-ARMINIANISM. 10 


nul ſum up in theſe words: I vill put you in re- 
wembrance that the Lord having ſaved the people out of 
+ land of Egypt [thro' obedient faith] afterzvard 
hfroyed them that believed not [ unto the end.] Jude 
(—For our [ele] fathers did all drink of the ſpiritual 
wi which followed them, and that rock vas Chrift, 
zu, [becauſe they did not all ſecure the gracious 
wards of juſtice, notwithſtanding their election of 
mace] auth many of them God was not bell pleaſed, 
hr they were overthrown in the wilderne/i by the 
jague—by ſerpents—by the deſtroyer. Now all 
tee things happened to them | the elect of diſtinguiſh- 
hy grace, ] and they are 4written for our admonition 
el we ſhould not make our election of Juſtice ſure - 
y the works of faith :] JF herefore let lum that thinks 
6 be [ſufficiently ] Fandeth [ by the election of partial 
mace] take heed left he fall [into fin, which draws 
ſer it the reprobation of impartial juſtice, ] 1 Cor, 
l 1, Ke. 
As a proof that, with reſpect to the election of 
afice, God is no reſpecter of perſons, I produce 
Boſs and Aaron, the great prophet and the high 
melt of the jewiſh diſpenſation. They are both 
tected and called to inherit the land of Canaan ; 
ut not making this calling and election ſure, they 
we both reprobated with reſpect to that inheritance, 
Ide adult Iſraelites ſhare their reprobation. Of ſe- 
al hundred thouſand, none but Caleb and Jaſbua 
wke their election to that favour ſure. 
Johua and a new generation of Iſraelites obey ; 
Idan is parted : Jericho and her wicked inhabi- 
its are deſtroyed. But Rabab and her friends, 
Ito" they were Canaanites, are elected to partake 
a peculiar dcliverance, becauſe /fe had received 
e meſenzers with hoſpitable kindneſs. Jam. ii. 2 5. 
M the other hand Acban, one of thoſe who were 
*reſted in the covenant of peculiarity, hides the 
cage of gold, and the reprobation which Rahad's 
pitality had averted, lights on him for his cove- 
Mneſs, She is bleſſed as a daughter of Abraham, 
C be is deſtroyed as a curſed Canaanite, 

; After 
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HIS PART, whether we receive what he off; rs or 
pot] a FREE GIFT, I far, preceded Abrahant's 
faith. His very beliet of any Joflifying ard ſaving 
truth proves, that this truth, in which ie bclieved 
was 7reely offered and given him, that he might has 
lieve in it; yen, before he poſſibly could believe in 
it, To deny this is as abſurd as to deny, that Gudf 
freely gives us eyes and light BEronk we can ſie, 
Abraham theiteture, who was ſo eminently juſtificd 
by the works of faith as an obedient believer, way 
initially accepted or juſtified as a firner of the gentile 
by mere grace, and before he could make his calling 
and acceptance ſure by believing and ubeying: For 
the power to believe and obey, always flows from 
the i degree cf our acceptance, or from our free 
and gratuitous juſtification as t = FREE GIFT 
this, which 7s come upon ALT, MEN to juſtification, 
Rom. v. 18, tho' alas! moſt men refuſe it thro 
unbelief, or throw it away thro? an obitinate con 
tinuance in fin. Abraham therefore, by receivin; 
this / ee-· g N of juſtification thro' faith, was FULLY 
juſtified as a ſin ner, and went on from faith to faith 
till, by receiving and embracing the ſpecial grace 
which called him to a covenant of — | 

cam 


conſcience, when he is alone, muſt be before Cod; becauſe a 
enlightened conſcience is a court, at which none is j refent by 
God, and where God always preſides, | 

(2) By $Re1P TUKE. Paul himſelf exhorts the Theſſalonian 
ſo to walk as to pleaſe God, 1 Theſſ. iv. 1, Now the joyou 
teſtimony of our conſcience that we walk ſo as to pleaſe (59 
mult, in the nature of things, be a teſtimony u EFokE Gop- 
St Peter repreſents our preſent ſalvation as conſiſting in the an/we 
of a good conſcience TOW ARDS God, that is, BEFORE GoD. 
o 111. 21.— And St John cuts the very root of the objeclio 
where he declares, that, by the conſciouſnets of our love 10 0 
neighbour, we aſſure our hearts BEFORE Gop, that if our hear 
condemn vs not, then we have CONFIDENCE TOWARDS Gov 
and that if we abide in Chtin by walking as he alſo walked, * 
hall have confidence, and not be aſhamed BEFORE HIM al his 
ing. 1 John ii. 6, 28—iii, 18, &, How ſurprizing 8. 
that an objection, which is ſo contrary to rew/on, crit ture u 
the experience of the apoſtles, ſhould be as contigently pre- 
ed by Proteſtanis, as if it contained the marrow of the goipel! 
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After Joſhua's death, God's choſen people cor- 
wpted themſelves : And the angel of the Lord [the 
Methah ] came and ſaid, I made you to go up out of 
Hot, and hawe brought you into the land, which I 
ure to your fathers: and 1 ſaid, I gil never break 
mcovenant with you, | Here is the election of grace! ] 
But ve have not obeyed my voice, Wherefore 1 alſo ſaid, 
[will not drive out the inhabitants of the land before 
w—They for/ook the Lord and ſerved Baal. And the 
aver of the Lord avas hot againfl them :—Whitherſo- 
mer they avent out, the hand of the Lord was againſt 
ten for evil, as the Lord had worn unto them. -Judgs 
i. l, 1G. [Here is the reprobation of juſtice {] 

| have already mentioned how Phineas z2al pro- 
ered his election to the higheſt dignity in the 
church militant, and how E's remiſſneſs cauſed his 
reprobation from that dignity, and entailed degra- 
ation and wretchedneſs upon his family.—As for 
Saul, when he vas little in his own fight, God, [ gratui- 
toully] made him the head of the tribes of Iſrael. But 
den he grew proud and diſobedient, God [judici- 
ll] rect [ or reprobated] him from being king. 
lu his days the Kenites were predeſtinated to be 
(livered from death, becau/e they ſhewed Rind- 
wſ; to all the children of 1ſrael, when they came up out 
f Eypt: whilſt the Amalekites, their neighbours, 
ere appointed far utter deſtruction, becauſe zhey 
aid wait for Iſrael in the way, when he came up from 
Egypt. 1 Sam. xv. 2, 6. 

Altho* the Lord called David, rather than Jona- 


of grace; he nevertheleſs preferred David to his 
bother E/iab according to the election of juftice ! 
nel [ ſavs the hiſtorian] looked on Eliab, and ſaid, 
wrely the Lord's anointed is before him: but the Lord 
Jad, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of 
bs fature, becauſe I have refuſed I reprobated] him : 
for the Lord feeth not as man ſeeth, for the Lord Lobk- 
ru ON THE HEART :—?To this man will I Look, 
who it poor and of a CON TRITE SPIRIT, and trembleth 

at 
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lun, to the crown of Iſrael according to the e ectlon 
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became the father of all thoſe, who embrace the foe 
cial cal'ings and promiſes of God, under the pa 
triarchal, Moſaic, and Chriſtian diſpenſations of 
divine grace. 

I have ſaid that thro' faith Abraham was rv; 
Juſtified as a ſiuner, beeauſe our fu/l juſtification a 
finners implies t things: (1) God's freely juſti 
tying us, and (2) Our freely receiving his juſtifying 
grace: Juſt as being FULLY #nighted implies two 
things: (1) The king's condeſcending to confe 
the honour of knighthood upon a gentleman : Ane 
(2) That gentleman's ſubmitting to accept of thi: 
honour. | 

To conclude this digreſſion: The free and full juſ 
tification of a finner by faith alone, or by a mere 1 
ceiving of the gratuitous, juſtifying meroy of God 

is a moſt comfortable, reaſonable, and ſcriptural 
doctrine, which St. Paul ſtrongly maintains, where 
he ſays, To him that WORKETH NOT, but BELIEV- 
ETH on bim that JUSTIFIETH THE UNGODLY, A 
Faith is counted for righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 5, Whe 
Luther therefore held forth this glorious truth, 
which the church of Rome had ſo greatly obſcured 
he did the work of a Reformer, and of an apoſtle, 
Happy would it have been for the proteſtant-world, 
if he had always done it as St. Paul and St, James; 
and if, adding the doctrines of jaſtice to the doctrine 
f grace, he had as impartially enforced the gudicial 
juſtification of A BELI EVER by the works of faith 
as the apoſtle does in theſe words, Not the hearer: 
of the latu [of nature—of Moſes—or-of Chriſt] art 
juft before God, but the woErs ſhall be jUSTIFIEL 
in the day <yhcn God. ball judge the ſecrets of men a 
cording to my goſpel, Rom. ii. 13, 16, —yea, and it 
the day when God ſhall zry the faith of believers, tha 
he may jay praiſe or blame them, reward or pu 
niſh them. And how can he do this JH, without 
having reſpect to their own works, that is, to the! 
tempers, words and ations, which are the wor ks d 


their own hearts, lips, and hands? This importan 
doctrine 
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x ny word, 1 Sam. xvi. 6, 7. And II. Ixvi. 2, 
4nd therefore, when Saul was rejected, Samuel 
id to him, God hath choſen A man after His ows 
kart ;—a neig bbour that is BETTER THAN THOU, 1 
dam. Xv, 28. : 

Slomon lowed the Lord—and ſaid to him, Thou haft 
feed unto my father great mercy, according as he 
muted before thee in uprightne/5 of heart, &c. and noꝛu 
Lord, Jam but a little child, &c. give therefore thy 
want, an underflanding heart—And the ſpeech pleaſed 
Lord: And God ſaid to him, BECAUSE thou haſt 
el this thing, and not riches, &c. Lo, 1 have ELECT- 
io thee to receive, or, I vave] GIVEN thre à wi/e 
ad underſfanding heart, and I have 75 given thee, 
or elected thee to receive] that which thou haſt not 
hed, both riches and bonour, 1 Kings iii. 3, &e.— 
lere we ſee young Solomon, by the power of aſſiſt- 

free-will, trading ſo wiſely with his one talent of 
itial wiſdom, as to increaſe in wiſdom above all 
bis cotemporaries, And yet when he was old, and 
ad got ten talents of witdom, he hid them, not in- 
led 2 a napkin, but in the lap of the ſtrange, ido- 
ous women whom he had collected. A demon- 
Intion this, that man is endued with freedom of 

Ill, and that, as free-grace did not neceſſitate Solo- 
hon to chuſe wiſdom in his youth, neither did free- 
wrath neceſſitate him to chuſe folly in his old age. 

To return: Divine mercy gently holds out her 

per to ſome men, whom the Calviniſts generally 

alider as ab/o/ute teprobates, whilſt divine juſtice 
fully brandiſhes her ſword againit other men, 
dom the Calviniſts confider as ab/olute elect. Take 
proof or two of the former part of this prop: ſition. 

Cain's countenance falls; anger, the parent of 

der, is conceived in his envious heart: But God 

weſſes him with the gentleneſs of a father, and 

e mildneſs of a friend. The wreich, notu ith- 

ding, imbrues his hands in his bruther's blood: 

Mt the goodneſs and patience of God endure yet 

ly, and ſecure the frighted murderer long day 

pace, by threatning a ſeventold puniſhment to 
the 
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doctrine Luther fometimes overlooked, altho' St 
James ſtrongly guards it by theſe anti-ſolifdiafi 
words, Was not Abraham our father juflified by wort 
chen he had offered Iſaac, &? Ye ſee then how tha 
by wvorks a [believing] man ts juſtified, and not | 
faith only, Jam. ii. 21, 24. 
But a ſiuner, confidered as ſuch, can never be 
Juitified otherwiie than by mere favour, Nor cat 
St. Paul's d-&rine be too ſtrongly inſiſted upon: 
the praije of the glory of God's grace, and to the ho 
nour of te righteouſneſs of God, qwhich is by faith, 
Jeſus Chiift, unto all and upon all them that beliews 
for there is no difference : for all have ſinned and co 
ſhort of the glory of God; being juſtified FREELY 
H1S GRACE, thro the redemption that is in Feſus Chrif 
Rom. iii. 21, &c. Here we ſee, that, to the com 
plete juſtification of a ſinner there go three things 
(1) Mercy or free-gracs on God's part, which mere 
[rogether with his jaſtice ſatisfied by Chriſt, an 
his faithfulneſs in Leeping his goſpel-promiſes,] 
ſometimes called he righteouſneſs of God. (2) R 
demption on the Mediator's part. And (3) Faith « 
the Sinner's part. And it an intereſt in the reden 
tion that is in Feſus Chrift, namely in his meritorio 
incarnation, birth, life, death, reſurrection, aſcet 
tion, and interceſſion, is what is commonly calle 
Chriſi's imputed rightconſneſs, I do not fee why at 
chriſtian ſhould be offended at that  comprehenf 
phraſe, In this ſcriptural ſenſe of it nothing can 
more agreeable -to the tenor of the goſpel then 
ſay: All have ſinned, and all ſinners who are recel 
ed to divine favour. are ju/?ified freely by God's gr. 
Or METCY, thro C):ri/t's merits and ſatisfaction; 
ſif 0 pleaſe] bro” his imputed righteouſneſs; 
to ſpeak in St. Pau 's linguaye, thro” the redenfti 
that is in Jeſus Chri/!, For my part, farirom ſindi 
fault with this comtortable, evangelical doctrine, 
ſolemnly declare, that to all eternity I ſhall h 
nothing to plead for my }iliification as a ſinne 
abſolutely nothing, but (1) God's free grace ing 


te man that ſhould flay him. — Wicked Ahab, re- 
s in part, and God in part reverſes the decree 
of his judicial reprobation. The word of the Lord came 
» Eljab, ſaving, Seeff thou how Ahab humbleth himfelf 
fore me ? J evill not bring the evil in his days upon 
lis louſe. What is fuch a decree as this, but a judi- 
tal reprobation tempered by a judicial election? 

Take one or two proofs of the latter part of the 
wpoſition. David numbers the people to 1ndulge 
lis vanity, and God gives him the choice of three 
kcrees of reprobation trom his /peczal favour, He 
ins in the matter of Uriah. A decree of death 
wes forth againſt his child, and of flaughter againit 
bs family: — Hezekiah's heart is lifted up: he looks 
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7 g , 
1 tt his wealth with ſelf-complacence, and a decree ot 
| werty and captivity is made againſt his bouſe. 

ngs F 1 1 R 
8 That were theſe ſevere judgments, but the marbs 


ad effects of a judicial reprobation from the peculiar 
our, which God had for theſe pious kings? 
| have obſerved in the opp::fite effay, how parti! 
mace favoured bloody AMManaſth, in lengthening out 
Ws day of grace: But his election of grace did not 
under the election and reprobation of 7x/tice from 
Kring their free courſe. Take firſt an account of 
 reprobation. Aud ihe Lord jpake, &c. ſaying, 
bicauss Manaſeb hath done theſe abominations, S 


1y al "pt 

0 rſore, behold, I am bringing ſuch evil upon Feruſu- 
5 in, that ⁊ohoſocuer heareth it, both his cars hall tingle, 
dan Take next an account of Manaſſeh's judicial 


ettion, II hen he vas in affliclion, be beſought the 
nd bis God, and HUMBLED HIMSELF GREATLY 


k., * the God of bis fathers, and PRAYED to him, and 
7 ard bis ſupplication, | reverſed in part the decree 
1 bis judicial reprobation] and brought him again to 
Fin 2 bis kingdom.— His prayer alſo, and Hoꝛv 
w_— , intreated or Hi, &c. behold, they are writ- 


all be &e. Amon did evil, as did Manaſſeb his father— 
< bumbled not himſelf, as Manaſſeb HAD HUMBLED 
MELF, 2 Chron. xxxili. 12—23. 

de new teſtament gives us the ſame views of 
Q's righteous reprobation, Judas, one of thoſe 
2 whom 


terceſſion, which abundantly avail for the chief © 
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ing his only begotren ſon zo ſave finners, of culom J as 
chief: (2)-Chriſt's meritorious life, death, and in 


nners; And (3) The goſpel-charter, which gra 
ciouſly «fters mercy thro' Chriſt to the chief of fin- 
ners, and according to which I am graciouſly en- 
dued with a power to forſake fin by »epentance, an 
to receive Chriit and his falvation by faith, And 
theretore- to all eternity I mult ſhout Free Grace, 
and make my boaſt of zmputcd rightrou/nfi*, Ay 
indecd 


„ Whilſt Jefus* blood, thro' earth and ſkies, 
„Mercy, tree, boundleſs mercy cries, 


What thaukful believer can help ſinging? | 


& Jeſus, thy blood and righteouſneſs, 
« My beauty ate, my glorious dreſs ; 
« Midſt flaming worlds in theſe array'd, 
„Wich joy fall 1 lift up my head.“ 

T 


* Some of my readers will poſſibly aſk, why I plead here for i 
gecd forſe of that much · controverted phraſe, The impccd rig ben. 
1.4/s i, hen, in my Second Check to Antinomianiſm,l ba 

repteſented our Lord as highly diſapproving in the day of judge 


ment; not only the plea of a wicked Arminian, who urges th þ 
« Cog is merciful, and that Chriſt died for all;“ but alſo! l 
lea of a <rickee! Solitidian, who begs to be juſtified merely 6 
ihe hint tecd righteouſue/s of Chrift, without any good works 
apſywer: (1) I no more deſigned to ridicule the above · tated co 0 
wine of imputed nig htoii ſueſe, than to expoſe the doctrine of 488 tc 
9:4 Cy, or that of general redemption. And I am truly ſorry, if þ 10 
not ſuiſiciently explaining myſelf, I have given to my readers3 % 
juſt occaſion io deſpiſe theſe precious doctrines of grace, or a1 4 
ef one them.—{(z) I only wanted to guard againſt the abuſe 
cyangeclical principles, and to point out the abſurd con ſequenc th 
ol the ſpreading opinion, that God will juſtify 15 in the grea! 0 the 
merely by Chriſt's imputed righteouſneſs, without the works of fail tak 
or without any regard to perſonal righteouſneſs and inherent bolin 10 
This tenet, which is the very ſoul of ſpeculative ant inomianiſ . 
leaves the doctrine of juſtice neither root nor branch. At! 0 
unſeriptural notion ont), 1 levelled the blow, which has g 24. 


fo much groundlcfs offence to ſo many perſons, whom I hond 
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whom the Father had given to Chriſi, John xvii. 12. 
Judas, whom Chriſt himſelt had choſen or elected, 
John vi. 70.—Judas, for whom he deligned one of 
the twelve brighteſt thrones in glory, Mat. xix. 28. 
Judas, by tranſyreſſion fell, and auas loft, or to ipeak 
according to the Hebrew idiom, became a /oz of 
ferdition. Acts i. 25, John xvii. 12. He loved cur- 
ſig more than Bleſſing, and it judicially entered like oil 
to his bones. The decree of reprobation, which 
had prophetically gone forth, according to God's fore- 
ght ot his crime, now goes forth jzdicially, He is 
his own executioner, and another fills his vacated 
throne.— Herod does not give glory to God. A 
tecree of reprobation overtakes him, and worms eat 
lim up.— Regardleſs of the ſtarving poor, the rich 
farmer fills his barns, and the rich glutton his belly, 
ind a decree fimilar to that which ſealed drunken 
Belſhazzar's doom is made againſt them. e jewiſh 
Pailders reject the corner ſtone, and Chriſt ſays, The 
lingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, and given to a 
ration BRINGING FORTH THE FRU1TS thereof, — 
The maſter of the vineyard comes three ye irs to ſeek 
fruit on his fig-tree: But, finding none, he judici— 
ily reprobates the barren nuiſance at laſt, And pa- 
tence which ſuſpends a year the execution of the 
ſentence, offers to ſeal herſelf the decree of repro- 
dation, if the tree continues barren to the end ot the 
fear of reprieve.— The wicked ſervant beats his te} 
lw-ſervants : The fooliſh virgins provide no ſupply 
of oil; The uncharitable goats will not give drink 
o the thirſty, and therefore they all fall a righteous 
licrifice to divine juſtice. The goſpel-feaſt is provi- 
ted, and all things are now ready. Multitudes of 
men are choſen and cailed to come to the feaſt, but 
ther frivolous excuſes engage the king to reprobate 
em. Hear the decrce ol their judicial reprobation 
taken down by three ſacred writers. / /ay unto you, 
rat none of thoſe men aul ich ævere bidden | and reſuſed 
to come in time] Hall talſe of my ſupper. Luke xiv. 
4. The cyedding is ready, but they which were bidden 
| D 3 were 
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To return : The fame grace which called ? 
ham, rather than Terah his father, or Lot his ne- 
phew ; — this ſame diſiingwſhing grace, I ſay, 
choſe and called aac to the covenant of peculiarity, 
from which AVAmacl, his elder brother, was 1epro 
bated ;—a ſpecial calling, which had been fixed upoy 
be/ore the birth of Iſaac, and therefore could no 
ways be procured by his obedience. In full oppo 
ſition to Iſaac's deſign, the ſame 4:/{ingni/hing grace 
called Facob rather than Eſau, to inherit the promi 
ſes of the peculiar covenant made with Abraham an 
Jſaac. For the children not being yet born, ncitheft 
hawing done any good or evil, that the prrpoje of Gro i 
according to election to merely gratuitous favours ; 
might fland, not of works, but of him that call 
arbitrary and partial grace, 5 «vas faid, The du 
ſhall ferwe the younger. Nor can it be ſaid, that thin 
partial preferring of Jacob had its rife in God's fore. 
ſceing, that Z/au would fell his birtb-right; fol n 
the above-quoted paſſage is . flatly contrary to iu 
notion: beſides, Jacob himſelt, by divine appoint WM i 
ment, transferred to Joſeph's youngeſt ſon 114 ti 
blefling, which naturally belonged to the ede 
Foſeph ſaid to his father, Net fo my father be no 
partial to my younger ſon, - Tuts 7s the frfi-boriiflpic 
put thy right hand upon H head be hath not loi 
his birth-right like Eſau. But his father re/uſed an 
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for their piety, love for the reſemblance they bear to the ho! 
Jeſus, and commend for their zeal in maintaining the doctrines 0 
grace, ſo far as they do it without injuring the doctrines of gdf 
and juice. And I am glad to have this opportunity of explain 
ing myſe!f, and aſſuring my Calviniſt brethren, that | word 
loſe a thouſand lives, if I had them, rather than to aſpericth 
Blood and righteouſneſs of my Saviour, or ridicule the Chriſt 
coverant, which is ordered in all things and ſure, and on the gra 
cious terms of which, [as well as on che divine mercy Which fue 
them, the infinitely-meritorious obedience, which procured them 
and the atoning blood which ſeals them, ] I entirely reſt all m 
hopes of ſalvation in time, in the day of judgment, and to al 
eternity. And that this is Mr. Weſley's ſentiment, 25 well 
mint, is evident from his xeconciling ſermon on imputed right 
$/41.4/5. 
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were no? <vorthy, Nat. xxii. 8.—I was grieved with 
fat generation, and ſaid, They do always err in their 
hurt, &c. So Hare in my wrath, They ſhall nat enter 
wo my reſt, Hb. iii. 10. Theſe decrees breathe 
thing but jult- wrath kindled by an obſtinate con- 
empt of free-grace. From theſe, and the like 
kripture examples, it is evident, that a perſonal re- 
rrobation of ine, is an awful and true doctrine ; 
ud that @ perſonal, Calvinian reprobation of free- 
wrath is as unſcriptural, as it is cruel and abſurd. 
Who can read the ſcriptures without prejudice, 
nd not ſee, that tlie election and reprobation of par- 
tial fawour, yield to the election and reprobation of 
impartial jaſlice? Altho? God choſe and called Abra- 
lam out of diſtinguiſhing grace, did he not extend 
tis mercy far heyond the little circle of that nar- 
wy calling and election? Did he ſet his love upon 
le father ot the faithful and his poſterity in ſuch a 
manner, that there was nothing but u, mercy for 
lie favoured ſeedi#f Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
ind nothing but free wrath, and calvinian reproba- 
don, for all who were reprobated with reſpect to 
that election? What ſhall we ſay of conſcientious 
Abimelec, venerable Melchiſedec, patient Fob, and his 
pious friends, tor whom God was intreated What 
of Bethuel, Rebekah's father? What of Aſenath, an 
Egyptian woman, the wife of Joſeph? What of 
prudent Jethro, and his daughter, the wife of Mo- 
es? What of the ſubmiſſive Gibeonztes, whoſe part 
Cod ſo eminently took, againſt the children of Iſ- 
nel and the houſe of Saul? Whatof loving Rath, 
2 daughter of Moab ? What of the inquifitive 
Ween of Sheba, and the Sidonian widow, who had 
charity enough to ſhare her laſt morſel with Elijah, 
n hungry and deſolate ſtranger * What of grateful 
Naaman, the Syrian, whom the prophet ſent away 
u peace, when he entailed a curſe upon Gehaz?, the 


hing Iſraelite? What of humbled Nebuchadnezzar, - 


Who was reſtored to his former prom, in as won- 
lerful a manner as patient Fob, and penitent Ma- 
| naſſeh ? 
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faid, I know it my ſon. He | Manaſſes] Hall be greats 
but truly his [younger] brother [Ephraim] hal. B. 
greater than be, Gen, x1v111. 18, 19. A clear proof 
this, that the reprobation of grace Is quite confiſ. 
tent with an election to inferior bleſſings. 

Nor was the calling of / leſs ſgecial than that 
of Abraham, Ifaic, and, Jacob. Was it not Goc; 
free predeſtinating grace, which ſc; wonderfully pre. 
ſerved, him in his infancy, and ſo remarkably cr. 
dained him in mount Horeb to be the deliverer of 
the Iſraelites, and the viſible mediator of the jewih 
covenant? Can we help ſzeing ſome diſtinguiſhing 
grace in the following declaration? I will do what 
THOU haſt pon. for TRou haft found grace in ny 
fight, and I know TUEE by name: I will make ALL 
my goodneſs paſs before THEE, and I will proclaim the 
name of the Lord before THEE. 

I cannot conceive with what eyes Pelagius could 
read the ſcriptures. For my part, I fee a continued 
vein of diſlinguiſbing favour runuing thro? the whole, 
Does the Lord want a man of peculiar endowments 
to finiſh the tabernacle? He ſays to Moſes : See, [ 
have called by name Bezalcel the Son of Uri, of the tribe 
'of Judab, and ] have j{lled him <vith the Spirit of God 

x. xxxi. 2, 3» Does he want a captain for his 
people, and a man to be Moſes's ſucceſſor ? Cali 
himſelf is reprobated from that honour, and the 
Lord ſays, Take thee Fohhua, the Son of Nun. The 
ſame diſtinguiſhing grace maniteſts itſelf in the ſpe- 
cial calling of Barak, Gideon, Sampſon, Samuel, Saul, 
Dawid, Solomon, Eliſha, Fehu, Daniel, Cyrus, New 
miah, Lſiber, Efdras, Judas Macchabrus, and all the 
men whom the Lord, by his ſpecial grace and pow. 
er, raiſed up to iuſtruct, rule, puniſh, or deliver his 
people. | | 2 

I have obſerved, that, in the very nature of things 
a gratuitous, and perjonal reprobation follows the gri 
tuitous and perſonal clection, which I contend for, 


Is not this afſertiov inconteſtable ? Whilſt Jaca, q 


and the Iſraelites, «vere [peculiarly] loved; oy D 
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eh ? What of the ⁊uiſe men, who came from the 
eat; and the treaſurer of Queen Candace, who 
came from the ſouth, to worſhip in Judea? What 
of the importunate woman of Canaan, the zealous 
woman of Samaria, and the charitable Samaritan, 
who had compaſſion on the wounded man, the 
« poor creature,” whom the elect prieſt had repro- 
lated, and whom the choſen Levite had paſſed by ?— 
Hid God abſolutely no reſpect to their repentance, 
faith, and charity? Was there never a Well done 7 
tou good and faithful jer want, for any of them ?— 
Shall @ cup of cold water, given in Chriſt's name, 
have its reward; and ſhall not the oz] and the wine 
of the non-ele& Samaritan, given in the name of 
Humanity, Divinity, Mercy, Love, Truth, and Right- 
un | fix of Chriſt's ſweeteſt names]; ſhall not, 
I ſay, that «vine and oil have their reward? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious? . Hath he ſhut up 
his remunerative kindneſs in diſpleaſure? Is there 
nothing but vind'Ctive free-wrath, for all that are 
not intereſted in the peculiar covenants of prom:/e 
made with Abraham, Moſes, and the High-Prieft 
of our [chriſtian] pro/zfſion? And nothing but 
laning love for Nadab, Abihu, Korah, Dathan, 
Abiram, Demas, Hymeneus, Philetus, Alexander, 
and Diotrephes, who ſo eminently ſhared in the 
Jewiſh and chriſtian covenants of peculiarity ? 

If you ſay with St. Paul, All are not [true] ra- 
titer, cvho are of Iſrael, you grant what we contend 
for: You allow, that all are not the ele of God's 
impartial juſtice, who are the ele of his partial ſa- 
%r; and that finally the ſcale will turn for the 
retnbution of eternal life or eternal death, according 
o the election or reprobation of impartial juſtice; 
and not according to the eleftion of partial grace, 
and the reprobation of ſfree- auratb. Who tad ever 
a larger ſhare in the election of partial grace, than 
David? And yet, whoever maintained the election 
and reprobation of juſtice more ſtrongly, than he ? 
Does he not ſtill cry to all the world, from the wy 

| 0 
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not Eſau, and the Edomites, { comparatively) 
hated? When God will ſhew a ſpecial, diſiinguiſhing 
favour, can he ſhew it to all? Does not reaſon die. 
tate, that if he ſhewed it to a/!, it would ceaſe tr, b- 
ſpecial and diflinzuiſhing ? If God had made his co- 
venants of prculiarity with all mankind, would they 
not have ceaſed to be previiar ? 

Once more: If God could, without impropriety, 
ſhew more favour to the Jews than to the Gentiles, 
and to the Chriſtians than to the Jews; 1 aſk, Why 
cannot he alſo, without impropriety, ſnew more la- 
vour to one Jew, or to one Chriſtian, than he does 
to another? By what argument can you prove, 
that it is wrong in God to do perſonally, what it is 
granted on all ſides he does rationally? If you can, 
without injuſtice, give a crown to an Engliſh beg- 
gar, while you give only fix pence-to_a poor Iriſh- 
man; why may you not give ten ſhillings to ano- 
ther Engliſh beggar, ſuppoſing your generoſity 
prompts you to ſhew him that ſpecial favour? And 
may not God, by the rule of proportion, give you 
ten talents of grace to improve, whilſt he gives yout 
Chriſtian brother only five; as well as he can beſtow 
five talents upon your fellow-Chriſtian, whilſt he 
gives a poor Mahometan one talent only? 7 

Can any thing be more glaring than the partiali- 
ty, which, our Lord deſcribes in theſe words, #» 
wnto thee, Chorazin; wo unto thee, Bethſaida : for if 
the mighty works had becn done in Tyre and Sidon, 
which have been done in you, they had a great while 
ago repented, fitting in ſackcloth and aſhes ? Luke x. 
13.— Who can read theſe words with a grain of 
candid atteation, and refuſe his aſſent to the tol- 
lowing 1 (1) God was notoriouff 
partial to Chorazin and Bethſaida: for he granted 
them more means of repentance, and more powerful 
means, and for a longer ſeaſon, than he did to Tyte 
and Sidon,—(2) If God had been as gracious to the 
two heatheaiſh citice, as he was to the two Tewil 
towns, Tyre and Sidon world have repented—d gr 
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of Jeruſalem, Yerily there is a reward for the righteous 
of whatever family, tribe, or religion he be]: 
lubtleſs there is a God, that judgeth the earth? Does 
wot every body know, that to jzdge the earth is to 
uſtify, or condemn, all it's inhabitants according 
u their works? And wien God finally juſtifies or 


, condemns, what does he do but declare, that the 
„oh ore evangelically cborthy of walking with him 
J iz «bite, and of following bim to fountains of living 
or; and that the ungodly are every way worthy 
"HY © dpart 4vith the devil, and follow him into the lake 
5g of fire? ; 

e, | have obſerved, that the election of partial grace 
% Wl extends to cities and nations; and fo does the re- 
n, probation of Inpartial juſtice, Take one or two re- 
g-atable inſtances of it. According to the election 
1. Wl of diſtinguiſhing favour, God choſe Feruſalem to put 
o. WT name there. But when Jeruſalem ſhewed herſelt 
ry Wl bolutely unworthy of his judicial election, he re- 


probated her in righteouſneſs. Hear the awful de- 
on cee: I will make Feruſalem heaps, and @ den of dra- 
ur WY 2015 —T he houjes of Feruſalem ſhall be defiled as Tophet, 
ow ſer. ix. 11. .xXix. 13. The mild Jeſus, after a laſt 
he Wl £ffort to gather ber children, as a hen gathers her brood, 
nm a flood of tears pronounces the final ſenrence 
ali- of her judicial reprobation ; O Feru/alem, Feruſalem, 
beat killefs the prophets, —there ſhall not be left in 
re one. ſtone upon another, that ſhall not be thrown 
don, baun. : 
bile The gratuitous election, and the judicial repro- 
e x. ion, of Jeruſalem, are typical of the gratuitous 
; of Wl tion of the Iſraelites, and of their judicial re- 
fol- Probation. An account of their gratuitous election 
uſhy n ſet before the reader in the Eflay on Scripture- 
ted WI Calviniſm. Here follows an account of their rights 
er ful BY reprobation. And tt ſhall come to 2 if thou 
ryre BY Halt bearken diligently to the woice of the Lord thy God, 


z the 7 obſerve all his commandments, that the Lord will ſet 
1 17 On bigh ail theſe bleſſings ſhall overtake hee: 


le Lord (ball eftabliſh thee an holy peofle to himſelf, as 
. | h 
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or /4vo talents, are tempted to think themſelves ab- 
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while ago—in the deepeſt and moſt ſolemn manner 
fitting in ſackcloth add aſhes.—And (3) The doftring 
of neceſſity, or irreſſſtible grace, is unſcriptural ; and. 
the doctrines of impartial juſtice are never over 
thrown by the doctrines of partial grace; for, not 
withitanding God's diſtingutſhing favour, whic 
wrought wonders to bring Chorazin and Bethfaid; 
to repentance, they repented not: and our Lord 
ſays in the next verſe, But it ſhall be more tolerabl 
for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you 
who have reliſted ſuch diſtinguiſhing grace. 

For want of underſtanding; the part:ality of divin 
grace, and the nature of the harmleſs reprobation, 
which flows from this harmleſs partiality; ſome o 
God's faithful ſervants,” who have received but one 


ſolute reprobates ; as often, at leaſt, as they com- 
pare their caſe with that of their ellow- ſervants, 
who have received more talents than they : whilſt 
others, who have been indulged with peculiar fa 
vours, and hare ſinned, or idled them away, con- 
fider themſelves as peculiar favourites of hearen, 
upon whom God will never pais a ſentence of judi- 
cial reprobation.— Hence ariſe the deſpairing fears 
of ſome believers, the preſumptuous hopes of others, 
and the ſpread of the miſtaken doctrines of grace. 
By the ſame miſtake, raſh preachers frequently (et 
up God's peculiar grants to ſome of his upper ſer- 
vants as a general ſtandard for all the claſſes 0 
them, and paſs a reprobating ſentence upon every 
one, who does not yet come up to this ſtandard; 
to the great offence of the judicious, to the grief 0 
many fincere ſouls, whom God would not hare 
thus grieved, and to the countenancing of Calvinian 
reprobation, 
A plain appeal to matter of fa&t, will throw light 
upon all the preceding remarks. Are not many 
true Chriſtians evidently reprobated, with reſpect 
to ſome of the ſpecial favours, which our Lord con- 


icrred on the weman of Samaria, Zaccheus, Lev 
[alter 


— 
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% frorrn to thee —But it ſhall come to paſs, 1F 
WY 120 WILT NOT HEARKEN, &c. that all theſe curſes 
. ov1ertake thee, &c. The Lord ſhall\jend upon thee 
WY arg —#nti] thou be deſiroyed, and until thou periſh 
it quickly, BECAUSE OF ALL THE WICKEDNESS OF THY 
. wins, whereby thou haſt ForRSAKEN ME. Deut. 
mii. 1—20. Again: See, 1 have /et before thee 
urs and good, and DEATH and evil, in that I com- 
and thee to lowe the Lord thy God, TREAT rnou 
WYEST LIVE.—But if thine heart turn away, &c. 
[dnounce unto you this day, that ye ſhall ſurely periſh, 
deut. xxx. 15, &c. Here are the decrees of God's 
wicial election and reprobation. According to 2500 
kerees, David ſays to his elect ſon, Solomon, my ſon, 
fro the God of thy father with a willing mind,— /f 
tou ſeek bim, be vill be found of thee : but if thou for - 
ke him, he cuil caſt thee off for ever. Take herd notu, 
fr the Lord hath chojen thee to build an houſe, &c. 
i Chron. xxviii, 9. According to zheſe decrees, 


da 


c WR *:au/e of all the prowocations, &c. the Lord ſaid, 7 
\n I” remave Judah alſo out of my fight, as I have re- 
en, e {/rael, and I will caft off this city Feruſalem, 

%% have choſen, and the houſe, of which I ſaid, 


th name ſhall be there. 2 Kings xxiti. 26, 27. 
It is only to defend the election and reprobation 


ce WI /fice, that Paul ſays, God bath not caſt away his 
ſet ele ving, obedient] people qvhom he foreknew, i. e. 
(or Dre,, {as believing and obedient ;] For, as 
0 iere were ſeven theu/and believing and obedient 


ens, upon whom impartial juſtice . ſmiled in the 
ks of Jezebel, under be IXwISR eicftion of partial 
face ; even ſo at this preſent time, adds the apoſtle, 
hre iA remaant of ſuch Jews under the CHRISTIAN 
Kio of partial grace. That is, A number of Jews 
ke their chriſtian election ſure, not by the works 
the Moſaic law, but by obedient faith in Chrift, 
aderenthele abedient believers [in conjunction 
athe converted gentiles] the apoſtle keeps in 
Mir duty by threatning them with reprobation of 


partial Juſtice, has 3 of unbelizf I ſays he] they 
| [the 
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{afterwards St. Matthew] and St. Paul? Ho fei 

- have been called in ſo extraordinary, abrupt, and 
cogent a manner as they were? Nay, how many 
trumpets, extortioners, buſy worldings, and per- 
ſecutors in all ages, have been hurried into eternity, 
without having received the ſpecial favours, from 
which we date the converſion of thoſe four favou. 
rites of Free-grace ? 

Has not God in all ages ſhewn the partiality of hi 
grace, by giving MORE of it to one man, than to a 
nother ?—to perfecuting Saul, for example, than 
to thouſands of other ſincere perſecutors, whe 
thought, as well as he, that they did God ſerwice it 
dragging his ſaints to priſon and to death? Did not 
the Lord ſnew LESS diſtinguiſhing mercy to Zinti 
and Coſbi, than to David and Bathſbeba? Ltss te 
Onan, than to- the inceſtuous Corinthian, and the 
woman caught in adultery ?—Less to the forty-twc 
children, who mocked the bald prophet, than to the 
more guilty ſons of Jacob, who went about to kil 
their pious brother, ſold him into Egypt, and co 
vered their cruelty with hypocriſy and lies ?—Dic 


Sew Qu. = aww am a cc ... .. eee 


he not give LESS time to repent to drunken Bas 
zar, than he did to proud Nebuchadnezzar ?—D , 
he not hurry Anantias and Sapphire into eternity with h 
a ſeverity, which he did not diſplay towards Cain | 
Solomon, Peter, and Judas ?—Did he ſhow as mucin , 
long-ſuffering to Eli and his ſons, or to king &. 4 


and his unfortunate family; as he did to David an 
his nngodly houſe ? — Was he as gracious to thi 
man, who gathered ſticks on the ſabbath, or to b 

who conveyed the Babyloniſh garment into his tent 
as he was to Gebhart, ard to king Ahab, whom b 
ſpared for years after the commiſſion of more ate 
cious crimes ? Did not Chriſt ſhew Less diſtingu 
ing love to Zebedee, thun to his ſons ?—LExss to 
woman of Canaan, than to Mary Magdalen LES 
to Jude, Bartholemewv, and Lebbeus, than to Per 
James, and John? How ſoon, how awfully di 


Bod deſtroy Nadal and Abibu, for offering 9 
| : f 
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{the unbelieving jews] were broken off [1. e. judici- 
ih reprobated, ] and thou [ chriſtian believer] fand- 
of by faith. Be not bigh-minded but fcar. For if God 

red not the natural branches; [ſo inflexible is his 
ltice !] take heed left he alſo ſpare not THEE» Be- 
hold therefore the goodneſs, and ſcau riy of Ged : onfFhem 
but fell [the jews elected thro? diſtinguiſhing grace] 
ſwerity : but toavards thee [a chriſtian elected by diſ- 
tmguiſhing favour] goodneſs, if thou continue in his 
pode; [by continuing in the faith of. Chriſt: ] 
wherwwiſe thou ſhalt alſo be cut off [notwithſtanding 
thy chriſtian election of diſtinguiſhing grace.] And 
4 [notwithſtanding their preſent reprobation of 
juſtice, which is occafioned by their unbelief] i they 
dide not flill in unbelicf, ſhall be grafied in: that is, 
f they make their chriſtian calling and election of 
grace ſure by the obedience of taith, they ſhall be 
wmbered among the rewardable elect the elect thut 
do not periſh—thbe elect of ice, as well as of grace. 
Rom, xi, 1—23. | 

The apoſtle frequently ſpeaks the ſame anti-cal- 
nnian language: take one or two more inſtances of 
tt The end of thoſe things is death [i. e. final repro- 
bation from life.] But, &c. ye have your fruit unto 
bulineſs, and the end [of this fruit is a judicial election 
to] everlaſting life : for the wages of fin is death [i. e. 
ajudicial reprobation from lite] but the gift of God is. 
ternal life thro' Feſus Chriſt :—an invaluable gift, 
which the Redeemer has procured, and which ſhall 
be judicially beſtowed upon obedient, perſevering be- 
levers, as the king's pui ſes and plates, which are the 
were gifts of his majeſty, are equitably beſtowed 
Won them that ſo run as to obtain the prize. And 
therefore, So run, ſays the apoſtle, ht ye may obtain 
a incorruptible crown. —Be followers of me: — I/ 
run, &c. left 1 myſelf ſhould be caſt away, according to 
be reprobation of juftice, 1 Cor. ix. 24, &c. 

The election and reprobation of partial grace de- 
end entirely upon the wiſdom, and ſovereignty of 

0d, The great Potter hath power over the clay, ta 

| E 2 make 
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fire? Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, for reſiſting 
Moſes , — Uxxa, for touching the ark? And the 
prophet of Judah, for eating bread in Bethel; when 
nevertheleſs he bore for months or years with the 
wickedneſs of Pharoah, the idolatry of Solomon, 
the witchcrafts of bloody Manaſſes, and the hypo- 
crify of envious Caiaphas? Is not this wnequal dealing 
of divine patience, too glaring to be denied by any 
E hong perſon? 

s not this partiality extend itſelf even to pla. 
ces, and cities? Why did God reprobate Jericho, 
and elect Feru/alem ?— Feruſalem, the city hich te 
Lord did nus k out of all the tribes of Iſrael to put hiy 
name there, i Kings xiv. 21? Do we read lets than 
ninereen times this partial ſentence, [ The place which 
the Lord ſhall chooje] only in the book of Deutero- 
nomy? Could not God have choſen Babylon, Beib. 
tehem, or Bethel, as well as the city of the Jebuſites ? 
Why did he make mount Zion his holy hill? Why 
did he love the gates of Zion, more than all the dwellings 
of Jacob? Is there neither election, nor reprobation, 
in theſe words of the Pſalmiſt? Moreover he [the 
Lord] refu/ed [reprobated] the tabernacle of Joh 
and chos E Nor [paſſed by] the tribe of Ephraim : 
But choſe the tribe of Judab, the mount Sion, aubich be 
lowed ? Pf, Ixxvili, 67, 68. Again: Why did the 
augel, who troubled the pool of Betheſda, paſs by all 
the other pools in Jeruſalem? Why did our Lord 
ſend the lepers to the pool of Siloam, rather than 
toany other? And why were Abana and Pharphar 
the rivers of Damaſcus, reprobated with reſpect to 
the power of healing Naaman's leproſy, when Jer. 
dan was elected to it? Was it not becauſe God 
would convince the Syrians of his Partiality to his 
peculiar people, and to their country ? a 

But is this partial ĩty confined to Juda and Syria? 
Or to Egypt and Goſhen? May we not fee the foot- 
ſteps of an electing, partial providenee in this fa. 
voured Ifland ? Why is it a temperate country? 


Could not God have placed it under the N - 
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nabe of tbe ſame lump weſſids to honour or to comparas - 
ire di/honour, juſt as he pleaſes. As a ſupreme be- 
iefactor, he had a right to raiſe the Fervs above all 
rations, by calling them at the third hour into his 
acloſed vineyard, He could, without injuſtice, call 
he Corinthians at the fixth hour, and the Engli/h at 
te ninth hour. And if he calls the Hozrentors at 
the eleventh hour, they ſhall be entitled to the bleſ- 
fogs of the richeſt election of grace [which are re- 
nelented by the penny of the parable] as much as if 
they had been called as early as Abraham was 
nd had borne the burden and heat of the day as 
bng as Paul and Cranmer did, I repeat it, with 
teſpect to the privileges of the covenants of promiſe 
made with the Jews and the chriſtians, which privi- 
kges our Lord ſometimes calls his perce, and ſome- 
times his talent; they are ours as ſoon as we are 
alled, if we do but anſu er the call by going into the 
Lord's vineyard or field, This is what Chriſt con- 
deſcends to call our hire for going into his church 
nilitant—ozr Hire beſtowed according to the election 
of previnient-grace, But our eternal reward ſhall be 
given according to a very different rule, — 
«cording to the election of inpartial jaſlice. Io 
ſecure this reward, we muſt not only go into the 
Lord's field, when we are called : but we muſt ſow 
u we are directed. Be not deceived, ſays the apoſtle 
when he ſtands up for the doctrines of juflice; as 
God. does not neceſſitate man by Calvinian decrees of 
iniſhed reprobation, and then mock him by Armi- 
lan offers of ſalvation; ſo he is not mocked; for 
wbarſoe wer a man ſoweth, THAT hall he alſo reap. 
For be that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſb { natu- 
nally and judicially] reap coRRUPTION and DE- 
'TRUCTION-: [the word has this double meaning in 
the original.] But he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of 


— the fpirit reap life ewerlaſting, both by natural and 
"x adicial conſequence. Hor the I moral] earth, which 


Fringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dreſſed, 
Teelerh BLESSING from God: [Come He BLESSED, 
. * inberit 
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ſnow, which cover Iceland; or in the hot climates, 
where the vertical ſun darts his inſufferable beams 
upon barren ſands? Could he not have ſuffered it 
to be enſlaved by the Turks, as the once-tamouy 
iſle of Crete now is? and to lie · in popiſh darkneſs as 
Sicily does; or in heatheniſh * ſuperſtition, as the 
large Iſlands of Madagaſcar and Borneo do? 
| Who does not ſee the partiality of ſovereign 
grace in the ſparing of ſome nations, cities, and 
churches? Did not God reprobate the diſobedient 
Anmalekites ſooner than the diſobedient Fewws Why 
are the former utterly deſtroyed, when the latter 
are yet ſo. wonderfully preſerved ? Did not God bear 
lets with A, Ninewch, and Carthage, than with 
London, Paris, and Rome — Leſs with the ten 
tribes, which formed the kingdom of Madl, than 
with the two tribes, which formed the kingdom o 
Judah — Why does the Lord bear longer with the 
church of Rome, than he did with the churches of 
Landicca and Conſtantinople ? Is it merely becauſe 
the church of Rome is 1% corrupted ?—Nay, wh 
does he bear ſo long with tz; pre/ent evil avorld, whel 
Pare ſpeaking] he deſtroyed. the ante 
iluvian world ſo ſoon? And why are the Europe- 
ans, in general, elected to the bleſſings of chnilt 
anity, from which the reſt of the world is generally 
reprobated z 
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* Mr. Addiſon gives us this juſt vie w of our gratuitous elec- 
tion in one of the Spectators. I ſhall tranſcribe the words of tha 
judicious and pious writer. The ſublimeſt truths, whic 
among the heathens only bere and there one of brighter part 
and more leifure than ordinary, could attain to, are no 
grown familiar to the meaneft inhabitants of theſe nation! 
hence came this ſurprizing change, that regions former! 
inhabited by ignorant and ſavage people, ſhould now outſhin 
ancient Greece in the moſt elevated notions of theology a2 
morality ? Is it the effect of dur oyn parts and induftry ? Hu 
our common mechanicks more refined underftandings th 
the ancient philoſophers ? It is owing to the God of tua 
« who came down from heaven, and condeſcended to be hun 
« ſelf our teacher. It is as we are chriſtians, that we poke 
+ more excellent and divine truths than the reſt of man kind. 


KS SS 2 & k24 


— - oo” TT — 1 nn lk. iba 


BIBLE-ARMINIANISM, 21 
uberit the kingdom, &c. 757 { was hungry, and ye gave 


meat.) But that which beareth thorns and briars, 
rejected [reprobated] and is nigh unto CURSING, 
whoſe end is to be burned, according to the fearful 
ſentence, Depart, ye CURSED, into everlaſting fire, for 
[ was hungry and ye gave me NO meat, &c. Gal. vi. 7. 
Heb. vi. 7. Mat. xxv. 34, &c. 

Well then might our Lord and St. Paul charge 
us to date the reprobation, and to ſecure the election 
of juſtice, How awful and anti-calvinian are their 
direftions ! Watch and pray always, that ye may be ac- 
wunted qvorthy to eſcape all theſe [terrible] things, and 
„ ſiand [rewardable] before the Son of man. Luke 
ni. 36,—Whatjoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord; knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the 
WAR Def the INHERITANCE, Col. iii. 24. 

From theſe, and a multitude of ſuch ſcriptures, 
it appears, that when the rigid Calvini/ts overlook 
the impartial election and reprobation of diffributive 
JusT1CE, they betray as inuch prejudice as the rigid 
rminians do, when they deny the partial election 
and reprobation of diſtinguiſbing GR ACE. There is, 
however, ſome diffcrence between the extenſiveneſs 
of their errors. If rigid Armivianiſm rejects the 
partial election and reprobation of diſtinguiſhing 
grace, it ſtrenuouſly maintains the righteous election 
ad reprobation of impartial juſlice; and, by this 
means, it preſerves one halt of the doctrines of the 
d.ble in all their purity, namely the doctrines of 
juſtice, But rigid, downright Calviniſm equally 
ſpoils the doctrines of grace, and the doctrines of 
juftice : for it turns the holy doctrines of fpecial 
grace, into ſolifidian doctrines of lawleſs grace: 
ad, with reſpe& to the doctrines of impartial ju/ 
tice, it totally demoliſhes them, by allowing but of 
me eternal, abſolute, partial, and perſonal eleclion, 
which neceffarily binds Chriſt's righteouſneſs and 
lniſhed ſal vation upon ſome men ;—and of one eter- 
tal, abſolute, partial, and perſonal reprobation, 
Which neceſſarily faſtens Adam's uarighteouſnels, 

| a WI 
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reprobated ; moſt nations in Afia, Africa, and Ame. 
rica being indulged with no higher religious advan- 
tages, than thoſe, which belong to the religions of 
Confucius, Mahomet, or uncultivated nature? 

If God's partiality in our favour is fo glaring, 
why do not all our-goſpel-miniſters try to affect us 
with a due ſenſe of it? May I venture to offer a | 
reaſon of this neglect? As the fins forbidden in 
the ſeventh commandment, by their odieus nature 
frequently reflect a kind of unjuſt ſhame upon a pure 
marfiage-bed, which, according to God's own de- 
elaration, is truly honourable ; ſo the wanton elec- 
tion, and horrid veprobation, that form the modern 
doctrines of grace, have, I fear, poured an unde- 
ſerved diſgrace upon the pure elef;on, and the u 
reprobation, which the ſcriptures maintain. Hence 
it is, that even judicious divines avoid touching 
upon theſe capital doctrines in public, leſt minds 
defiled with antmomianiſm ſhould ſubſtitute cheir 
own unholy notions of election, for the holy no- 
tions, which the ſeriptures convey. This evil thame 
is 4 remain of Pelagianiſm, or of falſe wiſdom, 
The abuſe of God's fareurs ought not to make vs 
renounce the right uſe of them. Far then from 
being wiſe above what is written, let us with the 
prophets of old make a peculiar uſe of the doctrine 
of partial grace, to ſtir up ourſelves and others to 
fuitable gratitude. How powerful is the following 
argument of Moſes? Yhe Lord thy God bath cxo- WiF® 
SEN THEE, fo be a ſpecial people to himſelf, nzove i" 
ALL PEOPLE, that are ufon the face of the earth, - 

t 


The Lord thy God did not fet his love upon THEE 
nor chuſe THEE, Greanſe ye were more in num. 
ber than any people, (for ye were the feweſt of #8" | 
people) but becauſe the Lord Lover you, Ec. ta" 
Bad a delight in thy Fathers to lowe them, and he cb 
their feed after them, kKVvEN you aBove ALL o- 
PLE, as it is this day, & c. He is TRY yratsE, oli 
be is Try Gop, who hath done for 1HEE theſe graf 
p ; am 


* 
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ith finiſhed damnation upon all the reſt of man- 
tind. Now, according to theſe doctrines of par- 
tal grace and free wrath, it is evident, that jaſſice 
an no more be concerned in juſtifying or condemn- 
ing, rewarding or puniſhing, men under ſuch eir- 
aumſtances, than you could be equitably concerned 
n crowning ſome men or fevimming, and in burni 

athers for ſinking ; ſuppoſing you had, firſt, boned 
he elected umi r, faſt to an immenſe piece of 
work, and tied a huge millſtone about the neck of 
he finking reprobates. Hence it appears, that, 
though a bible-chriſtian may hold Pelagius's elec- 


n 

e. bos and reprobation of jſtice, he can neither hold 
„ alin's one election of laruleſt grace, nor his one 
ce Wereprobation of Fee-avrarh. 

ng WI But, whilſt I bear my plain teſtimony againſt ri- 
&> Wd Calviniſm, I beg the reader to make a differ- 


eir ace between that ſyſtem, and the good men who 
o- ee embraced it. With joy I acknowledge, that 
we Witty Calviniſt-miniſters have done much good in 
m; Witir generation. But whatever good they have 
us Wivne, was not done by their errors, but by the goſ- 
on el-truths, which they inconfiſtently mixed with 
the Witir errors, and by God's over-ruling their miſtakes. 
ine rde doctrines of diſtributive juſtice belong no more 
, to WM rigid Calviniſm, than to Nero's private ſyſtem 
ing if policy : but as good magiſtrates, even under Ne- 
no- s authority, ſteadily puniſhed vice, and rewarded 
tue; fo good men, who have the misfortune to 


OVE 

th. e involved in rigid Calviniſm, inconfiſtently de- 
axe er men from fin, by preaching the terrors of a 
un- -avenging God, and by pointing out the rewards 
Fal grace and glory, which await the faithful. Add 
HP this, that by ſtill holding out h Jaw of God to 
che unawakened, * that kind of preaching is 
ro- rd upon their ſyſtem, yet they do good, be- 


le, ſo far, they preach the doctrines of juſtice, 

by preaching a ** rule of L;fe” to believers, they 
vx and then meet with profeſſors ingenuous — & 
follow that rule. For, as there are even in Bil. 


lingſgate 
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and wonderful things. Deut. vii, 6, &c. x. 15, 21, 
For WHAT NATION is there ſo great, who hath God 
lo nigh unto them, as the Lord ouk God is in all things, 
qubich w E call upon him for? At now of the days, 
that are pafi ;—aſh from the one fide of heawen to the 
other, whether there hath been any ſuch thing, as this 
great thing is. DID EVER PEOPLE Hear the woice of 
God ſpeaking out of the midftl of the fire, as Trov baf 
heard? Or hath Gog aſſayed to take him a nation from 
the midft of another nation, by ſigns and wonders, &c, ? 
Unto THEE it was fherved, that THOU mighteft knmy 
— peculiar” certainty] that the Lord he is God? 

ut. iv. 7, 32, &c. 

Does not the pſalmiſt ſtir up the Lord's choſen 
nation to gratitude and praiſe, by the ſame motive, 
of which the anti-Calviniſts are aſhamed ? He ſbew- 
eth his word to IAcok, his ſtatutes to ISRAEL. H 
hath NOT DEALT so with any nation: as for his pe- 
culiarly-covenanted] judgments, they [the heathen] 
have not known them, Praiſe ye the Lord, —O ye jeed 
of Abraham—ye children of Jacob his choſen. Plalm 
exlvii. 19, 20.—cv. 6. 

Nay, does not God himſelf ſtir up Jeruſalem [the 
holy city become an harlot] to repentance and 
faithfulneſs, by dwelling upon the greatneſs of his 


diflinguiſhing love towards her? How ſtrong is this \ 
b 3 09 How richly deſcriptive of God's 
artiality towards that faithleſs city! Thus /ay: Ml” 
Wy God to Feruſalem, Thy birth, and thy nativi " 
is of the land of Canaan. Thy father was an Amoritt 4 
and thy mother an Hittite. —Thou waſt caft out in tht 
open field to the loathing of thy perſon in the day, tha 4 
thou waſff born; and when I paſſed by thee, and /@ j 
thee polluted in thy blood, T ſaid to thee, Live. I e 1 
tered into a covenant with thee :—T put a beautif f 
crown upon thy head :—thou didi proſper into a ay 4 
dom, and thy renown vent forth among the heather. f b 


thy brauty, for it was perfect through my comelineſs 
which I had put upon thee, ſaith the Lord. Ez. 2 
| 31 Ke 
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lngſgate perſons cleanly enough to waſh their hands, 
though their neighbours ſhould conſtantly aſſure 
them, that they can never get one ſpeck of dirt 
of ;—that the king mult do :t all away himſelf, in 
he day of his power ;—that, in the mean time, 


je looks at them only thro? the hands of the prince 
of Wales, wbich are as white as ſnow, and the clean- 
ieſs of which his majeſty is pleaſed to impute to 
their dirty hands—And befides, - that dirt will wor 
fr their good will diſplay the ſtrength of their con- 
litution— will ſet off by and by the cleanfing virtue 
of foap and water—and will make dirty people fing 
buder at court, when the king's irrefiſtible power 
ind their own deadly ſweats ſhall have cleanſed their 
hands—As there are cleanly perſons, I ſay, who 
would waſh their hands nctwithſtanding ſuch dirty 
hints as theſe ; ſo there are ſome ſincere ſouls amon 
erery denomination of Chriſtians, who hate fin, an 
lepart from it, notwithſtanding all that ſome miſtak- 
en theologiſts may ſay, to make them continue in 
fn, that the graces of humility and of faith in the 
toning blood, may be abundantly exerciſed. | 
Again: The rigid Arminians are greatly deficient 
n exalting God's partial grace, and the rich election 
which flows to Chriſtian believers from this grace. 
Now when the Calviniſts preach to Chriſtians a gra- 
titous election of diſtinguiſhing grace, tho' they do 
wot preaeh-ir aright, yet they ſay many things which 
border upon the truth, and by which God ſometimes 
niſes the gratitude-and comforts of ſome ot his peo- 
pe; orer-ruling Calvin's miſtakes to their conſola- 
on, as he ov er- ruled to our comfort the high-priet's 
dreadful ſentence, Ye kuosu nothing at all, nor confider 
bat it is expedient for us, that one man ſhou!d die for the 
fople, Never did a prophet preach the atonement 
More clearly than Caiaphas does in theſe words. Juſt 
o do pious Calvinifts preach the election of grace 
nd in the ſame manner is their preaching overruled 
the comfort of ſome. 1 | 
| / ut 


tis majeſty ſees no dirt upon their hands, becauſe 
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| how much more to proteſtant London? 


. ſhewed more averſion to the truth? And could not 


whom he ſends apoſtles, or meſſengers, on purpoſe 


oy 
9 
; 
j 
\ 
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3, Ke. If "this could be ſaid to Fewiſh Jeruſalem, 


Should rigid Arminians till affert, that there is 
abſolutely no reſpe& of places and perſons with 
God ; I defire the oppoſers of God's gracious par- 
tiality to anſwer the following queſtions: Why did 
not - 6 Spirit ſuffer Paul to go into Bithynia, when be 
aſſayed to do it? Why did a viſion direct him to gg 
into Macedonia? Does it appear from the cruel 
reception, which he met with at Philippi, that the 
people of that place were wort hy of the goſpel above 
all people? Could the people of Babylon. have 


God have raiſed himſelf a chriſtian church in Bi 
thynia, as well as in Macedonia, by ſhaking the 
foundation of the houſes there, in defence of Paul! 
innocence ? | | 
When the apoſtle ſays, The time of [heatheni(h] 
ignorance God winked at, but now [explicitly] 
commaudeth [by his evangeliſts] all men, ever 
aubere, to repent, Acts xvii. 30; does he not re 
preſent God as being partial to all thoſe men, tc 


to bid them repent? And does not the Lord ſhen 
us more diſtin uiſhing love, than he did to all the na 
tions, which be ſuffered to walk in their own ways, 
<vithout the goſpel of Chri/t, aliens from the common 
avcalth of [/rael, and flrangers to the covenants of fro 
exiſe, having no hope ¶ founded upon a ſpecial goſpel 
meſſage], and no [ peculiarly-revealed] God in 
world Acts xiv. 16. Eph. ii. 12. 
Again: When St. Paul obſerves, that God pa, 
in time paſt to the FATYERs by the prophets ; but Halb 
in theſe laſt days, ſpoken to us by bis Sou, Heb. 
1 23 is it not evident, that he pleads for the pil 
tiality of diſtinguiſhing grace; - intimating, tb 
Gad bas favoured zs more than be did the father: 
And has not our Lord ſtrongly aſſeried the fam 
thing, where he ſays, Bleſſed are YOUR ces, fa 


they ſce; and Your ears, for they hear: For 75 
a 
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But alas! if this confuſed method of preaching 
tection is indirectly helpful to a few, is it not di- 
rfly pernicious to multitudes, whom it tempts to 
file to the preſumption of Mr. Fulſome or to 
ink to the deſpair of Francis Spira? Belides, 
wuld not doubting chriſtians be ſufficiently cheared 
the ſcriptural doctrine of our election, as it is held 
irh in the Eſſay on ſcripture-Calviniſm ? Are 
boſe liquors beſt, which are made ſtrong and heady 
V intoxicating and poiſonous ingredients? Cannot 
te doctrine of our gratuitous election in Chriſt be 
umfortable, unleſs it be adulterated with antinomi- 
wiſm, fataliſm, Manicheiſm, and à reprobation, 
mich zece/arily drags moſt of our friends and neigh- 
burs into the bottomleſs pit? And might we not to 
mach our judicial election by Chriſt, and fo point 
n the greatneſs of the helps, which the goſpel af- 
nds us to make this election ſure, as to excite the 


pL | leſs to diligence without driving them upon the 
1 ktal rocks, by which the ſolifidian babel 1s ſur- 


ded 2 
from the preceding remarks it follows, that the 
Ior of rigid Calwiniſts centers in the denial of that 
gel ical liberty, whereby all men, under various 
enſations of grace, may, avithout neceſſity, chuſe 
* in the day of their initial ſalvation, And the 
ur of rigid Arminians conſiſts in not paying a a 
tarful homage to redeeming grace, for all the liber- 
ud power which we have to chuſe life, and to 
u righteouſneſs ſince the fall. Did the followers 
(alvin ſee the neceſſary connexion there is, be- 
i the freedom of our will, and the diſtributive 
ice of God our Judge, they would inſtantly re- 
Ince the errors of CALVINIAN xeeeffity, and Ris 
lound.- vill. And did the rigid followers of Ar- 
Ins diſcover the inſeparable union there is, fince 
fall, between our free-agency to good, and the free, 
Mz GRACE of God our Saviour, they would 
ly give up the errors of pharifaical /e//-/#ficiency, 

ep free- vill. | * 
0 


25 BIBLE-CALVINISM. 


T ſay unto you, that many prophets and righteous men 
have defred to ſee thoſe things which ye ſee, and have. 
not ſeen them; and to hear thoſe thoſe things which ye 
hear, and have not heard them! Mat, xiii, 16, 19, 
Once more: What is the goſpel of Chriſt, from 
firſt to laſt, but a glorious bleſſing flowing from 
diſtinguiſhing grace ;—a bleſſing, from which allf 
mankind were reprobated for 4000 years, and 
from which the generality of men are to this da 
cut off by awful, providential decrees? When the 
Pelagians, and rigid Arminians, therefore, are 
aſhamed to ſhout the partiality of God's free, dif 
tinguiſhing grace towards us [chriſtians], are the 
not aſhamed of the goſpel or Cux 158T, and of the elec 
tion of peculiar grace, by which we are raiſed fo far 
above the diſpenſations of the jews and heathens : 
a precious and exalted election, or predeſtination 
in which St. Paul, and the primitive chriſtians 
could never ſufficiently glory, [as appears by Eph 
i. ii. iii.] and of which it is almoſt as wicked to be 
aſhamed, as it is to be aſhamed ot Chriſt himſelf 
Nay, to flight our election of grace—our election i 
Chriſt, is to be aſhamed of our evangelical crown 
which is more inexcuſable, than to bluſh at out 
evangelical cro/5. 
Hence it appears, that the genuine tendency 0 
Pelagius's error, towards which rigid Arminiant 
lean too much, is to make us [chriſtians] figh 
againſt God's diſtinguiſhing love to ws; or, at leall 
to hide from us „/e riches of the [peculiar] grace 
wherein God hath ahounded towards us in all wiſdo 
and prudince, haviag made known to Us the myſtery 0 
his awill according to his good pleaſure, which he pur 
poſed in himſelf, auhen he predeſtinated us, accordin 
to the counſel of his grace, and the good pleaſure of 
vill, to the praiſe of the gliry of his [peculiar] gract 
wwherein he made us accepted in the beloved, ¶ and! 
diſpenſation] that ws /hould be to the praiſe of "i 
ry; i. e. that awe [chriſtians] ſhould ſhow fork 
the praiſes of his diſtinguiſhing mercy, and glori 
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To avoid equally theſe two extremes, we need 
oply follow the ſeripture-doctrine of FREE-WILL 
rfored and affified by FREE-GRACE. According to 
this doctrine, in order to repent, believe, or obey, 
17-0 ye ſtand in need of a talent of power 7 will and to 
h. God, of his good pleaſure, gives us this talent for 
Chriſt's ſake: and our liberty conſiſts in at being 
wceſſitated to make a good or bad uſe of this talent, 
to the end of our lite. But we muſt remember, 
that, as this precious talent comes entirely from re- 
deeming grace, ſo the viglit uſe of it is fi of re- 
deeming grace, and next of our own unneceſſitated 
though athited] free- will: whereas the wrong uſe 
of it is of our own choice only ;—an unneceſſitated 


our right, zxxeceſitated choice of offered lite (thro® 
God's gracious appointment) conſtitutes us evange- 
lically rewardable. l 
Hence it foilows, that our aceepted time, or day 
of ſalvation begun, has but one cauſe, namely the 
mercy of God in Chriſt : whereas our continued 
and eternal ſalvation has two cauſes, The t of 
which is a primary and proper cauſe, namely, The 
mercy of God in Chrift : the ſecond is a ſecondary or 
mproper cauſe, or, if you pleaſe, a coNDITION, 
namely, The works of faith, Nor do ſome Calvin- 
its ſcruple, any more than we, to call theſe works 
2 cauſe, improperly fpeaking. Only, like phyfi- 
cians, who write their preſcriptions in latin, to 
keep their ignorant patients in the dark, they call 
it Cavs Ane gud non; that is, in plain engliſh, 4 
cauſe, which, if it be abſent, abſolutely hinders an 
effect from taking place. Thus a mother is not 
the primary cauſe of her child's conception, but 
eauſa fine qua non; that is, ſuch a cauſe as, if it 
had been wanting, would have abſolutely prevented 
his being conceived. | 
If the Calviniſts will ſpeak the truth in latin, I 
will ſpeak it in plain engliſh. And therefore, ſtand- 
ing up (till as a witneſs of the marriage between pre- 
1 F2 venient 


choice, which conſtitutes us m_— puniſhable, as 
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him for beſtowing upon c thoſe evangelical favours, 
from which he FAT reprobates ſo many myriads of 
our fellow-creatures, t 
O Pelagianiſin, thou wretched, levelling ſyſtem, t 
how can we, chriſtians, ſufficiently dereſt thee, for Wl c 


thus robbing 2s of the peculiar comforts arifing from e 
the election of grace, which ſo eminently diſtinguiſh i 
es us from jews, turks, and heathens! And how can 2 


we ſufficiently decry thee, for robbing, by this means, 

our ſovereign Benefact or of the praiſe of theglory of bis 
grace / Were it not for Pelagian unbelief, which ta 
makes us regardleſs of the comforts of our gratuitous Wil x 
cleclion in Chrift, and for whims of Catvinian repro. Wl 
bation, which damp or deſtroy theſe comforts; all | 
ehriflians would always triumph in Chriſt; and, re- 
joicing with: joy unſpeakable and full of glory, in the 
vocation wherewith they are called, they would thank 
God for his. unſpeakable gift. They would ſhout elect- 
ing love as loudly as Zelotes, but not in the unna- 
tural, unſcriptural, barbarous, damnatory ſenſe, in 
which he does it. They would not ſay, Why me, 
Lord? Why me? Why am I abſolutely appoint- 
ed to eternal juſtification, and finiſhed ſalvation ; let 
© me do what I vi till irrefiſtible free - grace ne- 
ceſſſtate me to leave my fins, and go to heaven; 
* whilſt moſt of my neighbours | poor creatures !} 
are abſolutely appointed to eternal wickedneſs, 
and finiſhed damnation ; let them do what they 
© can, till neceſſitating free-wrath make them draw 
* back to perdition,. that they may be eternally 
* damned ??*—But with charitable and wonderin 
gratitude, 2 — cry out, Why xs, Lord? 
Why us? Why are wwe. [chriſtians] predeſtinated 
and elected to the bleſſings of the ul goſpel of 
« Chrift, from which Enoch, the man who walked 
with thee, — Abraham, the man whom thou cal- 
ledſt thy friend, —Moſes, the man who- talked with 
thee face to face, David, the man after thy own 
heart. Daniel, the man greatly beloved, —and 
Jobn the Baptiſi, the man who excelled all the 
jewiſh prophets, were every one reprobated? 


* 


e 
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aint Free- grace, and obedient Free-qwill [an evan- 
WT clical marriage this, which I have proved in the 
| Lripturc-ſcales  ; I aſſert, upon the arguments con- 
nined in this twofold Eſſay, that our eternal ſalva- 
ion depends, FIRST, on God's free: grace, and sk- 
ONDLY, on our practical ſubmiſſion to the doctrines 
of grace and juſtice; or, if you pleaſe, on our mak- 
ing our election of grace and Juſtice ſure by faith 
2nd it's works. | , | 


begun is MERELY of free-grace, and prevents all 
fath and works; fince all ſaving faith, and all good 
yorks flow from a beginning of free ſalvation. But 
this is not the caſe with our coNTINVED and ETER- 
val ſalvation : for this ſalvation depends upon the 
oncurrence of two cauſes; the h of which is pre- 
wnient and afiftiing free-grace, which I beg leave to 


tedient frecgauill, which I take the liberty to call 
te mother-cauſe, And I dare ſay, that the Pelagians 
fill as ſoon find on earth an adult man, who came 
nto this world without a father; and that the Cal- 
maiſts will as ſoon find one, who was born without 
1mother, as they will find an adult perſon in heaven, 
tho came there without the concurrence of free- 
pace and Free-wwill, which I beg leave to call the 
katernal and maternal cauſes of our ETERNAL ſalva- 
on, And therefore, whilſt the rig:4 Arminians 
nd the rigid Calviniſts make two partial, ſolitary, 
uren goſpels, by parting mercy and juſtice—free- 
dee and free-will; let bible-chriſtans ſtand up, 
atheory and practice, for the one entire goſpel of 
Uriſt, Let them marry preventing and aſſiſting 
rer. grace with prevented and aſſiſted Free-wwill : ſo 
ul they conſiſtently hold the two goſpel-axioms, 
kd evangelically maintain the doctrines of grace and 
ice, which are all ſuſpended on the partial elec- 
n and reprobation of di//ingui/zing grace, and on 
d mpartial election and reprobation of remuncrative 
ice. 


e . vw» WV 
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To be a little more explicit : Our day of ſalvation 


all the father-cauſe ; and the /econd is ſubmiſſive an 
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In ſuch evangelical ſtrains as theſe, ſhould chrif 
tians expreſs before God their peculiar gratitude 
for their peculiar election and calling: and then 
running to each other, with hearts and mouths full 
of evangelical- congratulations, they ſhould ſay, as 
the apoſtle did to Timothy, God hath ſaved vs 
rchriſtians), and called us with an holy [ chriſtian} 
calling; not according to our works, but according ti 
his own purpoſe and grace, which was given vs [ chriſ 
tians] IN CarisT IJEsus, before the world began 
[when God planned the various diſpenſations of hi 
grace] but is now made manifeſt by the appearing e 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who hath aboliled death 
and hath brought life and immortality to light-through 
the goſpel [of Chrilt—a precious, perfect goſpel 
with which God has bleſſed us, as well as our neigh 
bours, who are ungrateful enough to put it fro 
them.] 2 Tim. i. , 10. In a word, they ſhould 
all ſay to their brethren in e clef;on of I chriſtian 
grace: Bleſſed be the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
avho, according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten v 
again to a lively hope by the reſurrefion of Chriſt, i 
awhom, tho now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice Ie 
receiving the end of your [ chriſtian} faith, even Mn 
[chriſtian] /alvation of your ſeuls: of wAICH SA 
VATION the prophets enquired, and ſearched diligently" 
auho - prophefied of the {\ chriſtian] grace that ſhouk 
come unto YOU t—unto whom it was revealed, that 10 
unto themſelves, but unto vs [ chriſtians] they did mini 
ter the things, which are now reported unto you, b 
them that have preached the goſpel unto you, with th 
Holy Ghoft ſent down from heaven ; which things 1 
angels defire to look into. 1 Pet. i. 8, &c. Unto bi 
therefore, that fo peculiarly loved us, as to elect at 
call us into his chriſtian, reformed church, which l 
hath purchaſed with his own blood ; | peculiarly ie 
deeming it from heatheniſh ignorance, jewiſh bond 
age, and popiſh ſuperſtition ]—Unrto him, I ſay, 4 


thus loved us [reformed chriſtians] and " 
70 


I 
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Till we do this, we ſhall = the goſpel by con- 
funding the diſpenſations of divine grace; we ſhall 
nere thoſe, whom God has not grieved, and com- 
art thoſe, whom God would not have comforted ; 
ze ſhall involve the truth in clouds of darkneſs; and 
mailing ourſelves of that darkneſs, we ſhall ſeparate 
zhat God has joined, and join what he has ſeparat- 
d; cauſing the moſt unnatural diviſions and mon- 
frous mixtures, and doing in the dodtrinal world 
zhat the fallen Corinthian did in the moral, when 
te tore his mother from his father's boſom, and 
nade her his own inceſtuous wife. In a word, we 
hall tear the impartial election of juſtice from the 
rtial election of grace; and, according to our Pe- 
lian or Auguſtinian taſte, we ſhall eſpouſe the one, 
ad fight againſt the other. If we embrace en the 
dection of 7mpartial juſtice, we ſhall propagate proud, 
full, and uncomfortable Pelagianiſm. And if we 
gnbrace only the election of partial grace, we ſhall 
propagate wanton antinomianiſm, and wanton eru- 
ty, or abſolute election to, and abſolute reproba- 
ton from, eternal life. We ſhall generate the con- 
ceits of finiſhed ſalvation and finiſhed damnation, which 
ne the upper and lower parts of the doctrinal Syren, 
om Dr. Criſp miſtook for the goſpel ;—the head 
ud the tail of the evangelical chimera, which Cal- 
in ſuppoſed to have ſprung from the Lion of the 
rite of Juda. But if we equally receive the election 
of grace and that of ju/iice, we ſhall have the whole 
truth, as it is in Jeſus—the chaſte woman, who 
lands in heaven cloathed with the ſun, and having the 
non [Pelagian changes, and Calvinian innovations] 
nder her feet. Nor will candid chriſtians be offend- 
dat her having two hreaſts, to give her children 
he fincere milk of the word; and two arms, to defend 
derlelf againſt Pelagianiſm and Calviniſm, the obſti- 
tate errors, which attack her on the right hand and 
on the left. She has put forth her two arms in this 
wofold eſſay; and, if her adverſaries do not reſiſt 
ker, as the Jews did Stephen by ſtopping their ears, 

it 
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from our fins [not by the blood of lambs, and heifers 
as Aaron waſhed the jews] but by his own blood, ay 
hath made us [who believe] kings and priefis to Gol 
and his Father, to Him be glory and dominion for evt 
and ever. Rev. i. 5, 6. Acts xx. 28. 

But while re formed chriſtians expreſs thus their joy 
and gratitude, for their election to this peculiar ſalva4 
tion; they ſhould not forget to guard this comforta 
ble doctrine, in as anti-tolifidian a manner as Sf 
Paul and St. Peter did, when they ſaid to their fel 
low-elect: / every tranſgrefſion and diſobedience 
[ againit the goſpel of jewiſh ſalvation] received a ju 
recompence of reward ; How jhall we eſcape if we 
NEGLECT /o GREAT SALVATION [as that] vii] 
at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord Jeſus, and 
his apoſtles !——Wherefore the rather, brethren—| par- 
takers of the beavenly calling in Chriſt, who is the apo/ 
tle and high prieft of our profeſſion or diſpenſation} 

ive dilzgexce to make your [ high] calling and ¶ diſti 
guſhing] elefion ſure : for, if ye do theſe things, ye 
Hall never fall [into the aggravated ruin, which 
awaits the zeglefers of ſo great ſalvation.) Hab. ii. 
2, 3. iii. 1,—2 Pet. i. 10. 

Should a rigid Arminian ſay, I cannot recon 
© cile your doctrine of partial grace with divine 
* goodneſs and equity, and therefore I cannot re- 
* ceive it. Why ſhould not God bear with all cn 
as long as he did with Manaſſes? With all nations, 
© as long as he did with the Jews ? And with all 
* churches, as long as he docs with-the church of 
Nome I anſwer : 

Mercy may lengthen out her cords on particular 

- occaſions, to diſplay her boundleſs extent. But it ſhe 
did ſo on all occalions, ſhe would countenance fin, 
and pour oil on the fire of wickedneſs. If God diſ- 
played the ſame goodneſs and long-ſuffering towards 
all finners, churches, and nations; then 4% ſinners 
would be ſpared, till they had committed as many 
atrocious crimes as Manaſſes, who filled Jeruſalem 


with blood and witchcratt, A tallen ory 
wou. 
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tis to be hoped, that ſome of them will impartial- 
j renounce the errors of heated Pelagizs and heated 
kygutine, and will honour Chriſt both as their Sa- 
nur and their Judge, by equally embracing the 
bftrines of grace, and the doctrines of zu/iice. 
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would be tolerated, till they had poiſoned the goſpel 
truth with as many errors, as the church of Ron 
impoſes upon her votaries. And all corrupted nati 
ons would not only be preſerved, till they had actu 
ally ſacrificed their ſons and daughter; to devils; b 
alſo till they had an opportunity to kl! the prince 
life, coming in perſon to gather them, as a hen gathe 
her brood under her wings, So univerſal a mercy : 
this, would be the greateſt cruelty to myriads of me 
and inſtead of ſetting off divine juſtice, would for 
time lay it under a total eclipſe, 

Beſides, according to this :mpariial, this levellin 
ſcheme, God would have been obliged to make a 
men #ings, as Manafles ;—all churches chri//tan, 
the church of Rome—and all people his peculi, 
people, as the jewiſh nation, But even then, gif: 
guiſhing grace would not have been aboliſhed ; unle 
God had made all men archamgels, all churches li 
the triumphant church, and all nations like the gl 
yified nation which inhabits the heavenly Canas 
So monſtzous are the abſurdities, which reſult fro 
the levelling ſcheme of the men, who laugh att 
doctrine of the goſpel-diſpenſations ; and of thol 
who will not allow divine ſovereignty and ſupret 
wiſdoin, to diſpenſe unmerited favours as they pleai 
and to deal out their talents with a variety whid 
upon the whole, anſwers the moſt excellent cu 
as diſplaying beſt the excellency of a goverume 
where ſovereignty, mercy, and juſtice wiſely ag 
to ſway their common ſceptre ! 

Should a Pelagian leveller refuſe to yield to th 
arguments, under pretence-that They lead tot 
% Calvinian doctrines of lawleſs grace, free-wri 
& and abſolute reprobation;*” IT anſwer this ca 
objection five different ways. 

(1) The objector is greatly miſtaken : For, h ure 
ing forth the gratuitous reprobation of partial gu 
as the ſcriptures do, is the only way to open the e 
of candid Calviniſts, to keep the ſimple from di 


ing into their plauſible error, and to reſcue the 
tt 
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itude of paſſages, on which they found their abſo- 
ue gratuitous predeſtination to eternal life and eter- 
tal death. I fay it again, rigid Calviniſm is the 
child of confufon, and lives merely by ſucking its 
nother's corrupted milk. Would you deſtroy the 
hat, only kill its mother: deſtroy confuſion : divide 
te word of God aright : carry goſpel-light into the 
enter of the dark womb, where tkat monſtrous er- 
pr has been conceived ; and lead the rigid predeſ- 
lnarians to the truth—the delightful truth, whence 
their error has been derived by the miſtake or Height 
if men, and by the cunning craftineſs whereby the ipirit 
o error lies in wait to deceive, and You will deſtroy 
the antinomian election, and the cruel re probation 
thich paſs for goſpel. In order to this, you ſtrike 
t thoſe ſerpents with the ſwords of your mouths, 
md cr} out, 44 Abſurd !—nnſcriptural !—horrible ! 
Gab-»lical !”? But, by this means, you will never 
kill one of them: There is but one method to ex- 
irpate them :— Hold out the PARTIAL election and 
trobation maintained by the ſacred writers. 'i hrow 
your rod, like Moſes, amidſt the rods of the Magi- 
dans. Let it firſt become a ſerpent, which you can 
like up with pleaſure and ſatety: Diſplay the true 
artiality of divine grace: Openly preach the ſcrip- 
ure election of grace; and boldly aſſert the gratui- 
dus reprobation of interior grace. S0 ſhall your 
tarnleſs ſerpent ſwallow up the venomous ſerpent 
if your adverſaries. The true reprobation ſhall devour 
tte falſe. Bigotted Calviniſts will be confounded, 
ade themſelves for fear of the truth : and candid 
Ulviniſts will ſee the Anger of God, and acknowledge, 
lat your rod is ſuperior to theirs, and that the harms 
of: reprobation of inferior grace which we preach, has 
kirly iwallowed u p the horrible reprobation of frees 

Wah, which they contend for. | 
Be neither aſhamed nor afraid of our Serpent. 
dur Reprobation. Like Chriſt, it has not only the 
w/dom of the ſerpent, but alio the innocency of the dove. 
lou may handle it without danger : Nay, you may 
| put 
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put it into your boſom ; and, inſtead of ſtingin 
with deſpair, and filling you with chilling hor 
it will warm your ſoul with admiration for the m4 
fold wiſdom and variegated gooduqſ of God: It at 
make you ſharp-lighted in the truth of the goſ 
and in the errors of overdoing evangeliſts. In 
light of this truth you will, every where, ſee a g 
rious rainbow, where before you ſaw nothing bu 
dark cloud. 

When our ſerpent has had this bleſſed effect 
may take it out of your boſom for external uſe, 
it will become a rod fit to chaſtize the errors of P- 

gius and Augufline —of Calvin and Socinus, But 

it with ſuch gentleneſs and candor, that all the ſp4 
tators may fee, you do not deal in free-wrath, a 
that there is as much difference between the grat 
tous reprobation, which Calvin and Zanchius he 
forth, and the gratuitous reprobation, which e 
bleſſed Lord and St Paul maintain, as there is Y 
tween the blaſted, dry rod of Korah, and the bl 
ſoming, tragrant rod of Aaron: between a fire, whi 
geutly warms your apartment, and one which rapid 
conſumes your houſe :—between the bright mo 
ing ſtar, inferior in light to the ſun, and an horrib 
glaring comet, which draws its fiery tail over tl 
earth to ſmite it with an eternal curſe, and to dr: 
with mercileſi neceſſity a majority of its frighten'd i 
habitants into everlaſting burnings. 

(2) Ovn gratuitous reprubation is not a reprob 
tion from all ſaving grace, as that of the Calviniſt 
but only from the /zperior bleſſings of ſaving grac 
It is therefore as contrary to Calvinian reprobatior 
as initial jaivation is contrary to enſured damnatio 
It is perfectly conſiſtent with the free gift <vbich Wi, 
come | in various degrees] upon all men to ee, | 
We ſtcadily aſſert with Chriſt and St. Paul, that 

ſaving grace of God hath appeared to all men, and th: 
all the reprobates of ſupenor grace, that is, all wh 
are refuſed three, four, or five talents of grace, re 


ceive i, or at lealt one talent ol rue and /avin; 
: grace 
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There never was a ſpark of Calvinian free- 
. in God againſt them. They are all redeemed 
4atemporal redemption. They have all an ac- 
2d time, and a day of initial ſalvation, with ſuf- 
zat means and helps to work out their own [eter- 
vation according to their goſpel - diſpenſation. 
erant that God does not beſtow upon them ſo 
py of his gratuitous favours, as he does on his 
lar people. But if he gives them leſs, he re- 
res the leſs of them; for he is too juſt to inſiſt 
n the improvement of five talents from the ſer- 
ws, on whom he has beſtowed but one talent. 

To underſtand this perfectly, diſtinguiſh between 
two goſpel-axioms, or [if you pleaſe] between 
doftrines of grace and the doctrines of jaflice. 
xording to the former, God, with a partial hand, 
lows upon us PRIMARY and mercly-gratuitous fa- 
us, And, according to the latter, he with an 
rtial hand, imparts to us SECONDARY, and re- 
rie favours, God's primary, and merely-gra- 
wus farours depend entirely on his partial grace: 
r all Chriſtians ſhould agree with Calvin, and 
U with him the doctrine of grace. But God's 
ry, remunerative favours, depending on his re- 
ning grace, conditional promiſe, and diſtributive 
ice, depend of conſequence in ſome degree on 
tree agency: for our free-will, by making a bad 
good uſe of God's PRIMARY favours, ſecures to 
zus righteous puniſhments, or gracious rewards, 
u 15, his SECONDARY favours, And herein all 
anſtans ſhould agree with Arminius. By thus 
ing the peculiar excellencies of Calviniſm and 
munianiſm, we embrace the whole goſpel, and 
p together the doctrines of grace and juſtice, which 
| — miniſters of the two modern goſpels raſhly 
« aJNGCTr, 

(3) Many of the perſons, who have been repro- - 
ed from ſuperior favours by partial grace, have. 
Ren eternally ſaved by improving their ONE falent 
werior fayour ; whilſt ſome of thoſe, who had a 


large 
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large ſhare in the election of diſtin wſhing 
are [it is to be feared] condemned — the nc 
provement or abuſe of the FIVE falents, whicl it 
grace had richly beſtowed upon them. Who, t 
- ample, will dare ſay, that Xelchiſedec, Eſau, Fond 
| I. ff 
and Mephiboſheth are damned, becauſe they we | 
probated with reſpect to the peculiar favours, uc 
God beſtowed upon Abraham, Facob, David 
Solomon? Or that Judas, Annanias, and Sapphi 
ſaved, becauſe they were all three chen and 
to the higheſt bleſſings, which diſinguiſhing | 
ever beſlowed upon mortals, —the bleflings of 
new covenant, which is the ef? covenant of x 
liarity z and becauſe Judas was even choſen anc 
ted to the high dignity of the apoſtleſhip in thi 
cellent covenant ? . 
(4) We all know how fatal Calvinian reprobi 
mui prove to thoſe who are its miſerable ſub 
A man may be ſeized by the plague and live, 
if that fatal decree, as drawn by fome miſtaken 
ologifls, ſeize on ten thouſand ſouls, not on 
them can eſcape: their hopes of ſalvation are 
ficed for ever. But the gratuitous election ang 
probation, which the ſcripture maintains, are 
tended with as favourable circumſtances, as 
elections and reprobations mentioned in the fo 
ing illuſtrations. 
Whilſt the ſun is alone elected to gild the 
the moon, tho* reprobated from that honou 
- neverthelefs elected to filver the night, in con 
tion with ſtars of different brightneſs, —The 
Place of the temple was reprobated, with relpec 
the glory of the Holy of holies : it contained ne 
the cherubim, nor the mercy-ſeat, nor the ar 
the covenant; but yet, it was elected to the hot 
of containing the golden altar, on which the 
cenſe was burned.— The court of the priefts was 
probated from the honour of containing the gt 
altar, but yer it was freely elected to the honou 
containing the brazen altar, on which the facri 
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e offered, —As for the court of the gentiles, tho? 
en reprobated from all theſe honourable pecu- 
tes, yet it was elected to the advantage of lead- 
to the brazen altar; and the gentiles, who wor- 
pped in this court, not onl heard at a diſtance 

muſic of the prieſts, and diſcovered the ſmoke, 
ich aſcended from the burnt offerings ; but, when 

looked thro* the open gates, they had a aint 
of the brazen altar, of the fire, which deſcend- 
| from heaven upon it, and of the Lamb, which 
(daily conſumed in that fire, And therefore they 
r no more abſolutely reprobated from all intereſt 
the daily ſacrifice, than Caiaphas was abſolutely 
ed to an inamiſſible intereſt in the daily oblation, 
kwhich his near attendance at the altar gave him 

firſt right. Once more, the Tribe of Levi was 
kited to the honour of doing the ſervice of the 
aftuary ; an honour, from which eleven tribes 
Free reprobated, And, in that choſen tribe, the 
nily of Aaron was elected to the priefthood and 
ph-prieſthood : peculiar dignities, from which 

ſons of Moſes himſelf were all reprobated. Now 


fit would be abſurd to deduce calvinian reproba- 
In, and unavoidable damnation, from theſe elec- 
m; is it reaſonable to deduce them [as the Cal- 
ſs do} from a gratuitous election to the diſtin- 
ting bleſſings of the jewiſß and chrifiian cove» + 
aq? 


(5) The difference between the partial reproba- 
, which the Holy Ghoſt aſſerts, and that which 
nn maintains, is ſo important, that I beg leave 
make the reader ſenſible of it by one more illuſ- 
Mon, God's partial reprobation, which flows 
Im his inferior favour, and not from free-qvrath, 
Y be compared: (1) To the king's refuing a re- 
dent of foot the advantage of riding on e- 
-a free prerogative, which he grants to a re- 
Rent of dragoons: And (2) To his denying to 
anon ſoldiers the rank of captains; and to cap- 
, the rank of colonels. But Calvin's partial 


reprobation, 


— 


- 


- tated to deſert, is ſhot, bis puniſhment is over i 
moment; but when a reprobate, who has been 
. ceſſitated to fin, on, is damned, he muſt go into a 
- unquenchable, where the ſmoke of his torment f 
. aſcend for ever and ever, , 


| - T hope, be convinced, that [altho' Calvinian rey 
preceding is truly evangelical, and, of co 
e conſiſtent with the. dictates 
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reprobation, which flows from free-wrath, and 
nothing to do with any degree of ſaving grace, u 
be compared to the king's placing a whole re * 
of marines in ſuch dreadful circumſtances by — 
land, that all the ſoldiers, and officers, {all 
ſooner or later neceſſitated to deſert, and to have ti 
brains blown out tor deſertion: a diſtinguiſhing 


verity this, which will ſer off the diſtinguiſhing 


vour, which his majeſty bears to a company of 

vourite grenadiers, on whom he has abſolutely 
bis everlaſting love, and who cannot be ſhot for det 
tion, becauſe they are tied to their colours by a 

Fy—an adamantine chain, which either keeps t 
from running away, or irreſiſtibly pulls them b 
to their colours as often as they deſert. Thus 
the marines wear the badge of ad/alute free- 
not one of them can poſlibly eſcape being ſhot : 
all the grenadiers wear the badge of ab/alute . 
race: not one of them can poſlibly be ſhot, let th 
have in ever ſo treacherous a manner for eve 
long a time. But alas! my illuſtration fails in 
main point. When a ſoldier, who has been ze 


By theſe various anſwers candid Arminians v 


bation is unſeriptural, irrational, and cruel}.theg 
taitous election and reprobation maintained in 


and pure morality, 
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SECTION VI. 
| Tnferences from the two-fold Eu. 


F the preceding Eſſays on BiBle-Calvini/m, and 
Bible-Arminiani/m, are agreeable to ſcripture and 
u, I may ſum up their contents in ſome infe- 
2 he jufineſs of which will, I humbly hope, 
wmend itſelf to the reader's good underſtanding 
| candour, Sd 2 4.4) 

| The doctrine of a gratuitous, partial, and per- 
election and reprobation is truly ſcriptural, 8 
Calviniſm is nothing but the goſpel. On the other 

| the doctrine of a judicial, impartial, and con- 
nel election and reprobation, is perfectly ſcrip- 
alſo : and fo far Arminiani/m is nothing but 2 

Ws, For, as light flows from the ſup ; fo bible - 
hriniſm does from the ſrſ goſpel · axiom ¶ Oxr l- 

in is God:] And as a river flows from its 
e; fo bible Arminianiſm does from the ſecond 
axiom [Our deſlruction is of ourſelves.) Con- 

ling theſe two axioms and elections, or deny- 
ue of them, has greatly injured the dactrines 
nee and juſtice, darkened all the goſpel · diſpen - 
u, and bred the miſunderſtandings, which for- 
ll ſubſiſted between the followers of Auguſtine 
boſe of Pelagius, and now ſubſiſt between te 
uaiſts and the Arminigns, © = 
. It is abſurd to ridicule the doctrine of à f¹- 
u under pretence that it flows from what | 
deople are pleaſed 1 call te. flights of my 


romantic 


*« * 


reprobation of juſtice, is inſe parably connected w 


In conformity to this doctrinę aur church afſut 


16 
romantic pen; ſince the full tide of ſcripture e 
dently flows in two channels; an election of 
grace, according to which God grants or denies 
primary favours, as a SOVEREIGN BENEFAcTe 
and an cledion of impartial juſtice, according to wh 
he beſtows rewards, or inflicts puniſhments, as a 
PREME JUDGE. 

III. Nor does this doctrine deſerve to be ca 
ncav, fince it is ſo manifeſtly found in the ol be 
in the world. An objection drawn from the ſee 
ing novelty af thcſe,qbſevations, would be peci 
arly unreaſonable in the mouth of a member of t 
Church of Kugland ; beeayſe- ſhe indirectly poi 
out the diſtinction, which I contend for, That e 
Reformers had ſome infight into the doctrine o 
partial clectian of grace in Chriſt, and of an impart 
electian of juſtice thro! Chriſt, appears, I think, fre 
the ſtandard} wreings of our Church. The beg 
ning of her ſevantecnih article evidently coun 
nances our Anconditioual elcalion of grace 1N CHRIS 
whilſt the latter part ſecures. the doctrine of 0 
conditionl election of juftice thro? Chriſt, Few cal 
niſts will be ſo prejudiced as to deny, that e 
church guards the doctrines [and conſequently t 
election] of juice in this important paragrap 
&« Furthermore we muſt receive God's promiſes 
ſuch; wiſe as they are; generally ſet forth in he 
ſcrigture,” —Now the promiſes, being generally 
forth in a conditiona manner in God's word, it 
evident, that out church, in giving us this caut 
and eharge, intends to ſecure the conditionalityol t 
cladlian of juſtice; the | conditionality of this electi 
being inſeparab;y connected with the conditional 
of, od's premiſes; juſt as the. conditzonality of t 


l 
l 


the conditionality at God's threatnings. 


us, in her homily on good works, that “ If he [ 
clefed thief] had lixed, and not regarded faith a 
„ the works thereof, he thould have LOST HIS SA 


4% yATION AGAIN ;“ or, which comes 1 
0 1 


( 8. 7 
be, he ſhould have forfe/tril his election of partial 
he by loling the election of impartial juſtice, 
& fturgy ſpeaks the fame lung unge, witnets thut 
in the office of baptiſm: Grant that theſe 
Fildren {or perſons] now to be baptized, Re, 
Ar EVER REMAIN in the number of thy 
FAITHFUL and ELECT children, thro” Jefus'Chrift 
pi» Lord.” That is, Grant that theſe perfons, 
are now admitted into thy Chrifzan church ac- 
Mig to the election of grace in Chri/t, may fo be- 
de and obey, as never to forfeit the privileges of 
election, and ever to ſhare in the privileges of 
WW f/f children, who are elelt in the full ſenſe 
ie word; the obedient being the only perſons, 
reep their part in the election of grace, and ſe- 
r 2 ſhare in the election of Juſtice, Such com- 
e elect are che frep which ur Chrife”s woice and 
Wh» 1; ſteps: Non. Rull pluct them ont of his hands, 
e talent of their election of grace (hall never be 
en from them: They Mt aft hear theſe chearing 
/ Mell dor, ho go qu, Prithfal for at 
key ſhall all exter into the joy of their Lord, and eter- 
are in the double priviteyes of the election of 
and _— kl Vo 13 . : 
W. The gratuitous, partial election and reproba- 
0 which the ſcriptures maintain, chiefly refer to 
three grand covenants, Which God has made 
th man, and to che greater or leſs bleſſings which 
lung to theſe covenauts. The pins r of | theſe 
enants takes in K LI. MANK1ND; for it Was made 
th pared Aan after the fall, and confirmed to 
peerved Noah after the flood; and every body 
bows that Aanm and Noah ate the two general pa- 
at of ALI. MASKTND The Srcomnm of theſe 
drenants was made with Hrabam, ratified to ar 
Jacob, orfiained in the hands of Moſes, and ordered 
wall things and pecutiarly rjiered to Dai. This 
Mtant takes in the fri pbeuliar People of God, 
Tthe Jewrſh nation; and ineludes more particn- 
David and his family, of which the Meſſfiah 
| * - + 6 4 * 12 a2 waz 


2 20 
* 


= 


(-W 3 


was to be born.— The rulxp of theſe covenant: 
made with Chriſt, as he captain of ous /alvation 
the High-prieft of ov profeſſion or diſpenſation k 
takes in God's m preuliar people, or the Chr; 
Church. The firſt of theſe three covenants is: ; 
ral. The other two are covenants of peeulia 
the former of which is frequently called in ſcri 

the old Covenant, or the old teflament, whilſt the 
ter is ſpoken of by the name of neu covenant or 
teflament. The two firſt of theſe covenants 

ſealed with the blood of ſacrificed beaſts or circ 
ciſed men, but the laſt was ſealed with the bloo 
the Lamb of God. Hence our Lord termed it, 
NEW. covenant in my blood, Luke xxii. 20; cal 
his blood, My blood of the new teflament, Mat. x 
28. Hence alſo the apoſtle obſerves, that Jeſus 
made a ſurety of a BETTER teffament, and that / 
the mediator of the NEM teſtament, which is far ſ 
tior to that which <vas ordained by angels in the | 
of Moſes, the Medrator of the old teſtament. 

Heb. vii. 22. ix. 15. Xii. 24. 2 Cor. iii. 6. Gal. 


19. a 

WL. Theſe three grand Covenants give birth 
Genti liſin, Judaiſm, and Chriſtianity :—thiee di 
religions or diſpenſations of grace, from the e 
founding of which partial divines have formed 
ſchemes of religion, which I beg leave to call 7 
Arminianiſm, and rigid Calviniſm. 

VI. The error of rigid Arminians, with reſſ 
to thoſe. three grand covenants, conſiſts in not /i 
ciently diſtinguiſhing them, and in not maintain 
with /»fficient plainneſs, that they are all coven: 
of redeeming grace; that Judaiſ is the old coven 
of partial, redeeming grace; and that Chriflion 
the zew covenant of partial, redeeming grace. 

VII. The error of rigid Calviniſts conſiſts in 
founding the covenants of creating and reden 

„and in reducing them all to two; the o 
covenant of NoN-redemption, which they call rhe { 
and the other, a covenant of PARTICULAR rad 
tion, which they call be goſþe!, Tof orm the ff 


11 
g unſeriptural covenants, they jumble the Cyra- 
Lew given to ian man in paradiſe, with the 
ner la u given to the Ifraclites on mount Sinui. 
do they fee, that that theſe two laws, or cove- 
are as different from each other, as a covenant 
with /in/c/5 man, without a prieſt, a ſacrifice, 
I mediator, is different from a covenant made 
aul man, and ordained in the hand of Media- 
rich an interceding prieſt and atoning ſacrifices, 
Lü. 19. - Secondly, they ſuppoſe, thut all men 
horn into the world arc under this imaginary 
i that is, under this unſcriptural, confuſed mix- 
of the Adamic law of innocence, and of the 
ic law of Sinai ;—an error this, which is ſe 
the more glaring, as no man [except Chriſt] 
erer placed under the law or covenant of inno- 
wee, fince.the Lord entered into a mediatorial con 
unt with fallen Adam: And no man has been 
t under the Law or covenant of Moſes, from the 
e that covenant has been aboliſhed, and done an 
(brit, 2 Cor. iii. 7, 44, which happened when 
uiſt ſaid, Jt i finiſhed, and when the weil of the 
j [a type of the Jewiſh diſpenſation] «vas rent 
lop to bottom. 
v tapital an error as that of the rigid Calviniſts 
at tbe lat, could not but be productive of a fimi- 
error about the goſpel. And therefore when they 
x formed the mercileſs covenant which they call 
aw, by confounding the precept and curſe of 
aw of innocence, . with the precept and curſe of 
flaw of Moſes abſtracted from all mediatorial pro- 
es; — when they had done this, I ſay, it was na- 
al enough for them to miſtake. and confound the 
miles of the three grand covenants, which I have 
mentioned: I mean the one GENERAL covenant 
Jace, made with Adam and Noah; and the wo 
ARTICULAR covenants of grace, the former of 
Ich was ordalued in the bands of Moſes the ſervant 
ved ; and the latter, in the hands of Chri/, the 
I begotten ſon of Gad. Hence it is, that overlook- 
he promiſes of the general covenant of grace, 
| H 3 and 


1 
and confidering only the promiſes of Fudaijjn x " 
Chriflianity, which are the two grand covenants 
peculiar grace, the rigid Calviniſts fancy that the 
is but + oze covenant of grace ;—that this covenat 
is particular; that it was made with Chriſt only ; 
that it was a covenant of wnchangeable favour on tt 
part of the Father, of etcrual 1edemption on the'p; 
of the don, and ot irre/5f:ble ſanctification on the pa 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; —that ſome men, called the ele4 
are abſolutely and eternally. intereſted in this cove 
nant ; that other men, called e r-prohates, are abſe 
lately and everlaſtingly excluded from it;—that 
2 bea ſaluation thro” Chrift is the unavoidable lot e 
the fortunate elect, who are ſuppoſed to be unde 
the abſolute bleſſing of a lawleſs goſpel ;—and th; 
#mifhed damnation through Adam, is the unavoidabl 
portion of the unto: tunate reprobates, who are ſu 
poſed to be from their mother's wemb under the ab 
ſolute, irreverſible, everlaſting curſe of a mercile 
law, and of an abſolu ely Chriſtleſs covenant, 

VII. We may ſay to rigid Calviniſts, and rig 

Arminians, what God ſaid once to the Jewiſh prieſt 

Ye have been PARTIAL in the laxv, Mal. ii. 9. Ne 

is it poiſ.ble to reduce their two par/ial ſyſtems to th 

genuine and full ſtandard of the goſpel, otherwiſ 

than by conſiſtingly guarding the Calviniay doctrine 
of grace, by the Arminian doctrines of Jallice; an 

the Arminian doctrines of juſtice, by the Calvinia 
doctrines of grace: When thoſe two partial golpe 

are joined in a ſcriptural manner, they do not deſtro 

but balance and illuſtrate each other, Take awa 
from them human additions, or ſupply their defict 

encies, and you will reſtore them to their origine 

impot 


— 
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I Zelotes will poſübly laugh at the inſinuation, that there 
more than ene covenant of grace. If he does, I will atk him, 
a comenant of grace is not the Tame thing as a cot cha of eme 
and if St. Paul does not exprefily mention THz CovEXANTS? 
prowiſe, Eph, ii. tz, and a BET TER corenaut, Which was 1 
Shed int BETTER promiſes, than THE FIRST [particular] & 
vcrant of promiſe, Heb. viii, 6, 7 2 
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tance. They will again ſorm the ſpiritual 
Bl of the ſaudduary, which are kept for public 
Fn the ſacred records, as I humbly hope I have 
þ 1ppear in wy Scripre-Seales, ; | 
Ful. To. guard the goſpel againſt the errors of 
ii Calvinitts and the rigid Arminrans, we need 
y only ſhery that God, as Creator, Redeemer, and 
yer, has a Fight to be, and actually is, PARTI AL 
lhe diſtriburion of grace 3 but that as Lauglser, 
mor and Judge, he is, aud ever will be, IM Ak- 
u in the diſtribution of ;z/7ice. Or, which comes 
he ſame thing, we need only reſtore the doctrine 
God's various laws, or covenants of grace to its 


de pture-luſire. Rigid Calviniſm will be loft in Bi- 
h; Arminianiſm, and ig, Arminianiſm will be loſt 
bi Sible-Calvinifin, as ſoon as Proteſtants will pay a 


recard to the following truths. (1) God, for 
Ins fake, [diſſolved with reſpect to 25] the co- 
ant of paradiſaical innocence, when he an 
6 out of a forfeited paradiſe into this curſed 
ld, for having broken that covenant. Then it 
that man's creator firſt became his Redeemer : 
kn mankind was placed under the fi mediatorial 
nant of promiſe. Then our Maker gave to 
km, and to all the human ſpecies, which was in 
ms loins, a Saviour, who is called the ſced of the 
tbe Lamb flain from the foundation of the 
% who was to make the parad:/arcal covenant 
able by his /iz/e/+ obedience, —(2) According- 
n by the grace of God, taſied death for every 
i purchaling for ALL MEN the privileges of the 
covenant of grace, which God made with 
I, and ratified fo Noah, the ſecond general parent 
Mankind, —(3) Chriſt, according to the PECULIAR 
eſtination- and election of God, PECULIARLY 
death for the jervs; bis F1R8T choſen nation 
IECULIAR people; purchaſing for them all the 
leges of the PECULIAR covenant of grace, which 
cnptures call the old covenant of peculiarity ;— 
| That Chriſty according to the 1057 peculiar pre: 
1 . 1 

| deſtination 


- 2-0 meridian light takes | in the dawn of day, an 


ta 3 


deſtination. and election of God, vos pecy 
taſted death for be Chriſtians, his sECON B 0 
nation and os T pccaliar people; procuring for 
the invaluable privileges of his own molt pre 
goſpel, by which he has brought life and immo 
zo [ meridian ]-/zght ; and has richly ſupplied th 
fecis of the Noachic and Moſaic diſpenſation 
firſt of which is noted for its darkneſs ;. and the ſe 
for its veil and ſhadows, —And laittly, that wit 
ſpeR to theſe prculiar privileges, Chritt is (ai 
have peculiarly.giwer bimſelf for the I chriſtian} ch 
that be might cleanſe it with the [baptiſmal] ag 
of wvater by the word, Eph. v. 26; peculiarly pu 
ſing it by his own blood; Acts xx. 28; and del: 
it from heatheniſh Jarincſs, and Jewiſh ſhadows, 
it might be redeemed from all iniquity, and tha 
Chrittian people might be @ peculiar people to bij 
zealous of good works, even above the Jews who 
God, and the GerrilLEs Who work rige 
Tit. ii. 14, 

IX. As ſoon as we underſtand the nature « 
covenants of promiſe, and the doctrine of the dil 
ſations cf divine grace, we have a key to ope 
myſtery of God's gratuitous election and reprob; 
We can eaſily underſtand, that, when a man is 
ed only to the GENERAL bleſſings of GENT1L1s 
is reprobated from the bleſſiugs PECUL IAR te 
DAISM and CHRISTIANITY. And that, whe 
is elected to the bleſſings of chriftianity, he is el 
to inherit the ſubſtance of all the covenanted 
fings of God; becauſe the higheſt dilpen: 
takes in the inferior ones, as the authority of z 
nel includes that of a lieutenant and a captain 


morning-light,  _. ih 3 
X. Our election from gentiliſm or judaiſm ti 
bleſſings of chriſtianity, is an election of Reb 
grace, It is to be hoped, that few Arminians at 
unreaſonable as to think, that God might not 
deprived us of new teſlament· bleſſings, as 


\ 
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aud of old tflament- bleſſings, as he did 
learing us under the general covenant of 
I, as be did that patriarch. 

When God gratuitouſly elected and called the 
v be his peculiar people, aud choſen nation, he 
tated all the other nations, that is, all the gen- 
from that honour :—an unſpeakable honour 
ghich the jews thought God had appropriated 
tm for ever. But when Chriſt formed his 
b he elected to its privileges the gentiles as 
s the jews : inſomuch that to enter into actual 
fon of all the bleſſings of chriſlianity, when a 
x a gentile is called by the preaching of the 
[of Chriſt, nothing more is required of him, 
to make bis free call ag and election ſure by the 
ce of /a tb. That God had a right to extend 
Won of peculiar grace to the believing gentiles, 
b reprobate the unbeliewing jews, is the point 
þ St, Paul chiefly labours in, Rom. ix. And 
the privileges ot this election, which God has 
wed to the gentiles, are immenſely great, is 
the apoſtle informs us of, in the three firſt 
rs of his epiſtie to the Epheſians, 
| Our election to chriſtianity and its peculiar 
gn, being entirely gratuitous, and preceding eve- 
of chriſtian obedience : nothing can be more 
land unevangelical, than to reſt it upon works 
f fort, Hence it is, that when St, Paul mainy 
the partial cleclion of richeſt grace, be ſays, 
vg of the Jews, There is [among them] & rem- 
cording to the election of GRACE : That is, 
tere is a conſiderable number of Jews, who, 
ayſelf, make their gratuitous calling and elec- 
dthe bleſſings of chriſtianity fure thro? faith.“ 
erever there were Jews and Gentiles, the Jews 
de honour of the f call: ſo far was God 
idolutely reprobating them from his chriſtian 
bt of promiſe / If you aſk, why the apoſtle calls 
oon to the bleffings of chriſtianity the election 

"=: 1 auſwer, that it peculiarly deſer ves this 

N | name, 
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name, becauſe it is both prendiarly gracions, and 
zingly gratuitous. And therefore, adds the 3 
if this election 75 by [mere] grace, then it is no 
of <vorks; otheravije grace is no more [mere]; 
But if it be of works, then it is no more of [11 
ooo * othereviſe wwork is no more work, Ron 
* 
XII. If the rigid Arminians are culpable fo 
ing aſhamed of God's evangelical partiality, for 
looking his diſtinguiſhing love, and for eafſti 
veil over his election of grace; the ri2id Cat 
are not leſs blamable tor turning that holy ele 
into an unſcriptural and abſolute election, u 
leaves no room for the propriety of making our 
tion ſure, and is attended with an unſeriptura 
abſolvte reprobation; as odious as frre-rwrath, a 
dreadful as enſured damnation. 
This mercileſs and abſolute reprobation f 
fundamental error of the n Papilis, as well 
the rigid Calviniſts. Take away this PopHh 
eiple, There is no ſul vation out of the chure 
* damning reprobation reſts upon all who did 
«© of her pale;” and down comes gerſecuting pol 
There is no pretext left to force Popiſh errors 
men by fire, faggot, or maſſacres ; and the bu 
of heretics gives place to the charity, which he 
all things, —Again'; Take away this princtp 
the rigid Calviniſts; „There is abſolutely n 
# demption, no ſalvation, but for a remnant 10 


My Hght and theological accuracy, have [I Rope] in 
| od Since 1 — the Zest Check, 1 44 not then clear 
that the ekjon of grace, of which the apoſtle ſpeaks in this 
is our gratuitou — to the bleſſings of chriſtianity, as it 
poſed to fudniſm, and not merely as it is oppoſed to the A 
eorenant of works. Thad not then ſufficiently conſidered 
words of St. ſohn : Tie law [1. 7 * Jewiſh — 
6% Mojes, but GRACE and trath, { that is, a MORE ORA 
d BRIGH TAR n by Jeſus Corgi. He 
Follows, that this expreſſion, „be ele#imn of RACE | when 
dred writer Ipe aks of the Fewiſh and of the Chriſtian difpent; 
which St. Paul does throughout this part of his epiſtle 
Romans] means our gratuitous election do CHRISTIANITY) 


te peculiar bleſſings of che goſpel of CHRIST» 


* 
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«i the eto covenant, and the election of Gnd's 
| grace: An abſolute reprobation, and an 

midable damnation, reſt upon all mankind 

vides: Take away, 1 fay, this principle of the 

ICalviniſts, and down comes zn/criptural Calvi- 

yith all the contentions, which it perpetually 


Wl. The rigid Papiſts, who ſet up as defenders 
doctrines of jrftice, and yet hold Popiſb repro- 
are ſull as inconſiſtent as the rigid Calvinffs, 
kt up as defenders of the dofrizes of GRACE, 
et hold Calvinidn reprobation : For Popiſh and 
was reprobation equally confound the goſpel- 
ations, and leave divine jx/iice and grace nei- 
wot nor branch, with reſpec to all thoſe, who 
mcquainted with chriſtianity, that is, with reſ- 
b far the, greateſt part of mankind. | 
. To conclude: Milton ſays ſomewhere, 
Nere is a certain ſcale of duties, a certain hierar-- 
bj of upper and lower commands, which for want 
ſtudying in right order, all the world is in con- 
Non. What that great man ſaid of the ſcale of 
and commands, may with equal propriety be af - 
dof the /cale of evangelical t1thi, and the hie- 
by of upper and lower go/pel-difpen/ations, For 
of ſtudying them in right order, all the church 
doufuſion. The moſt effectual, not to ſay the 
ny of ending theſe theological diſputes of chriſti- 
nd deſtroying the errors of levelling Pelagian- 
atinomian Calviniſm, confuſed Arminianiſm, 
Irobating Popery, is to reſtore primitive har- 
ad fulneſs to the partial goſpels of the day ; 
can be done with eaſe, among candid and ju- 
l enquiĩrers after truth, by placing the doctrine 
val henſalions in its ſcripture-light.; and by holds 
nh she doctrines of grace and juftice in all their 
ical brightneſs, This has Yoon attempted in 
wofold cflay, from which theſe inferences are 
Whether the well-meant attempt ſhall be 
ful with reſpect to one, is a queſtion, which. 
Fon and candor, gentle reader, are called upon 
_ -SECT, 
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. VI. 


The Plan of a general reconciliation, and unif 
between the moderate Caluiniſts and the can 
 Armutans. 


Y the junction of the doctrines of grace a 
wftice, which, I hope, is effected in the tu 
told Eſſay on Br3/e-Calvini/m and Bible- Arminiani 
the goſpel of Chriſt recovers its original fuln 
and glory, and the two goſpel- axioms are equa 
ſecured. For, on the one hand, the ab/alute 
reignty, and partial gooflurſs of Our Creator and A 
deemer, ſine as the meridian blaze of day, with 
caſting the leaſt ſhade upon his Truth and Equit 
you have an election of free-grace without a rept 
bation of free-wrath. And, on the other har 
the impartial jaſtice of our Governor and Judge: 
pears like an unſpotied ſun,” whofe brightneſs 1s pe 
fectly conſiſtent with the tranfcendent ſplendor 
free grace and diſtinguiſhing love. The elect 
ceive the reward of the inheritance with' teelings 
222 wonder, and ſhouts of humble prait 

or have the reprobates the leaſt ground to (i 
that the Judge of all the earth does not do rig 
and that they are loſt zercly becauſe irreſiſtible pox 
er neceſſitated them to fin by Adam without remed 
that they might be damned by Chriſt without po 
bility of eſcape. Thus the gracious and right 
ways of God with man are equally vindicated, 
the whole controverſy terminates in the follow! 
conclufion, which is the ground of the reconcilii 
tion, to which moderate Calviniſts and candid A 
minians are invited. 1 
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Proue-CALVINISM, and BIBLE-AnNMINI Au- 
bu, are two eſſential, oppoſite parts of the go pel, 
wich agree as perfectly together, as the two wings 
{2 palace, the oppoſite ramparts of a regulat for- 
ub, and the different views of a fine face conſi- 
bred by perſons who ſtand, ſome on the right, 
od ſome on the left hand of the beauty, who 
hays their attention. Rigid Calviniſis“ and rigid 
þniziaus* are both in the wrong; the former, in 
during the doctrines of inpartial jaſtice; and the 
ner, in clouding the doctrines of partial grace: 
ut moderate * Calviniſls, and cendid * Arminians, 
are, 


M 
ll 


# Rigid CALvixisrs are perſons who hold the Manichean 
une of abſolute neoeſſity, and maintain both an unconditional 
lion of free- grace in Chriſt, and an unconditional reprobation 
ffre-wrath in Adam. Moderate Calvixis s are men, whe 
mounce the doctrine of abſolute neceſſity, and up for the elec- 
nm of free · grace, and are aſhamed of the reprobation of free- 
mth, —Rig:d ARMINIANS are perſons, who will not hear of an 
paditional election, make more of free-will than of free-grace, 
mole God's gracious ſovereighty, deny his partiality, and con- 
ke calviniſm in an unſcriptural manner. Candid ArMiINi- 
ps are people, who mildly contend for the doctrines of Juftice, 
U ue willing to hear with candor, what the judicious calviniſts 
Ine to ſay in defence of the doctrines of grace. 
la my preparatory Eſſay, I have expreſſed myſelf as one, whe 
tines doubts whether Arminſds did fee the doctrine of elec- 
hain a clear light. It may be proper to account here for a de- 
re of ſeeming incun ſi Rency into which this tranſient doubt 
betrayed me. Having been long ill, and at a diſtance from 
phooks, I have not lately look'd into Arminius's works: Nor 
[ever read them carefully thro', as every one ſhould have 
ho pofiively condemns or clears him. And if I have 
menhere poſirively ſaid, that he was not clear in the doctrine 
laben, I did it; (1) Becauſe I judged of Arminias's doctrine 
Jihat of the Arminians, who ſeem to me to be in general (as I 
me been for years) unacquainted with the diſtinction between 
* election of grace and that of juſtice —(2) Becauſe at the 
Wd of Dort, the Arminians abſolutely refuſed to debate firſt 
® point of eleZZ-0n, which the Calviniſts wanted them to do. 
Nence concluded that Arminius had not placed that point of 
Kine in a light ſtrong enough to expel the darkneſs which 
_—_— has ſpread over it.— And (3) Becaufe t trsgene- 
ſuppoſed that Arminius leaned to the error of Pelagius- 
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are very near each other, and very nea 

the difterence there is between ben My 
owing to confuſion, want of proper explanatio 
and miſapptehenſion of each other's ſentimenMf 
than to any real, tmimical oppofition to the trutii 
or to one another. And therefore, they have 

more reaſon to fall out with each other, than m 
fons, who build the oppoſite wings of the fa 
building; ſoldiers, who defend the oppoſite ſid 
of the ſame fortification ; painters, who take di 
ferent views of the ſame face; or loyal ſubje& 
who vindicate different, but equally juſt, claims 
their royal maſter. 

Since there is ſo material a difference betwed 
the moderate Calviniſts, and the candid Armiz 
ans; why do they keep at ſuch a diſtance from ea 
other? Why do they not publicly give one anoth 
the right hand of fellowſhip, and let all the wo 
know, that they are brethren, and will hencefo 
own, love, help, and defend each other as ſuc 
That no eſſential difference keeps them aſunder, 
prove by the following argument. 

- If candid Arminians will make no material c 
jection to my Eſſay on Bible-Calviniſm; and 
judicic 


who did not do juſtice to the election of grace. Mr. Bayle, 
example, in his life of Arminius ſays; “ Arminius condemi 
« the ſupralapſarian Beza, and afterwards acknowledged 
other election than that which was grounded on the obedie 
« of finfiers to the call of God by Jeſus Chriſt.” If this acco 
of Mr, Bayle is juſt, it is evident, that Arminius, as well 
Pelagius, admitted ox Ly the election of ſuffice Howeve 
candid clergyman, who has read Arminius, aſſures me, that 
ſome parts of his writings, he does juſtice to the uncond't! 
election of grace. And indeed this election is ſo conſpicuou: 
the ſcripture, that it is hard to conceive, it ſhould never | 
been diſcovered by ſo judicious a divine as Arminius is ſais 
have been. The difficulty in this matter, is not to meet and 
jute the truth now and then, but to hold her faſt, and w 
ſteadily with her, acroſs all the mazes of error. The |igh 
evangeliſts ſhould not break forth now and then, as a flach 
lightniag does out of a dark cloud; but it ſhould ſhine conſtan 
and with increafing luſtre, as the light of the eclipſed tun, 
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kcous Calviniſts will not condemn my Eſſay on 
Wle-Arminianiſm as unſeriptural; it is evident 
ut the difference betweeen them is not capital; 
4 that it ariſes rather from want of light to ſee 
eee truth clearly, than trom an obſtinate en- 
ty to any material part of the truth. 

Nor is this a ſentiment peculiar to myſeif: I 
d it in common with ſome of the moſt public de- 
ders of the doctrines of grace and juſtice, The 
minians will not think that Mr. J. Weſley is 
tia! to the Calviniſts: and the profeſſing world 
no ſtranger to Mr. Row. Hill's zeal againft 
ie Arminians. Nothing can be more oppoſite 
un the religious principles of theſe two gentle- 
en: nevertheleſs they both agree to place the 
ftrines, which diſtinguiſh pious Calviniſts from 
ous Arminians, among the opinions, which are 
t eſſential to genuine, vital, practical chriſtianity, 
lr. Weſley in his thirteenth Journal, page 115, ſays 
12 letter to a friend, You have ——— well 
expreſſed what I mean by an opinion, contradiſ- 
tinguiſhed from an e/ential doctrine. Whatever is 
compatible with love to Chriſt, and a work of 
grace, I term an opinion, and certainly the hold- 
ing particular eleflion and final perſeverance is com- 
patible with theſe. What he adds in the next 


. 75 is perfectly agreeable to h candid conceſſion. 
* t. H— and Mr. N— hold this, and yet I be- 
iged lere theſe have real chriſtian experience. But 
bedieſſ if ſo this is only an opiniox: it is not ſubverſive, 
2 — is clear proof to the contrary] of the very 
eil bundations of chriſfian experience. It is com- 


that I patible with love to Chriſt, and a genuine work 
nd tiq i ot grace: yea many hold it, at whoſe feet I de- 
cuou lire to be found in the day of the Lord Jeſus, 

li then I oppoſe this with my whole ſtrength, I 
an a mere bigot ſtill.— As Mr. Weſley candidly 


and nt here, that perſons may hold the Calvinian 
onions, which Mr. Hill patronizes, and yet be 
* of love to Chrift, * have a genuine avork of 
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1 
grace on their ſouls: ſo Mr. Hill, in his late p 


lication, intitled A full anfaver to the Rev, J. N 
tey's Remarks, page 42, — acknowledge 


that it is poſſible to hold Mr. Weſley's Armin 
principles, and yet to be /eriozs, converted, and ſo 
in chriſtian experience. His words are: As il 
* the ſerious and converted part of Mr, Weſley's co 
* gregations, as I by no means think it neceſſary f 
© any to be what are commonly called Calvin f 
order that they may be chriſtians, I can moſt 
* lemnly declare, however they may judge of 
that I love and honour them not a little, as I: 
+ ſatisfied, that many, who are muddled in th 
+ judgments, are ſound in their txferience.” The 
two quotations do honour to the moderation of t 
popular preachers, from whoſe writings they WP 
extracted. May all the pious Arminians and C 
viniſts abide by their decrfions ! So ſhall they fit 
that nothing parts them but «»e/entral opinions; tl 
they are joined by their mutual belief of the 1 
Hochrines of the goſpel ; and thetefore, that if t 
oppoſe each other with their whole ſtrength, t 
are ** mere bigots ill.“ 

To cobelude this reconciling argument : If the 
- be numbers of holy ſouls, who are utter ſtrangers 
the peculiarities of rigid Calviniſm and rigid 
nianiſm ;—if both the Calviniſts and the Armi 
ans can produce a cloud of witneſſes, that th 
opinions are conſiſtent with the moſt genuine pie 
and the moſt extenſive uſefulneſs ;—if there h 
been many excellent men, on both ſides of 
queſtion, who (their opponents being judges) h 
lived in the work of faith, ſuffered with the pt 
ence of hope, and died in the triumph of love 
and if, at this very day, we can find, among 
clergy and laity, Catvini and Arminians, 
adorn their chriſtian profeſſion by a blameleſs c 
duct, and by conſtant labors for the converſion 
finners, or the edification of ſaints, and who [ 
Lord being their helper} are ready to ſeal the t 


1 
Janiſtianity with their blood; —if this, I ſay, has 
. and is ſtill the cafe; is it not indubitable, 
people can be good chriſtiaus, whether they 
race the opinions of Calvin, or thoſe of Armi- 
; and by conſequence, that neither rigid Cal- 
n, nor rigid Arminianiſm, are any eſſential part 
chriſtianity: 
And ſhall we make ſo much of non-eſentials, as, 
their account, to damp, and perhaps extinguiſh 
fame of love, which is the moſt important of all 
efentials-of chriſtianity ? Alas! what is all faith 
xd for: yea, all faith adorned with the 4now- 
of all doctrines and myſterics, if it be not at- 
ded by charity ? It may indeed help us to pe 
the tongues of men and angel;—to preach like 
les, and talk like ſeraphs; but, atter all, it 
lere us mere _—_ or at beſt a ſoundin 
Wi, a pompous x##bing, in the fight of the G 
fore. And theretore,. as we would not keep 
res out of the kingdom of God, which con- 
bin oe, peace, and joy; and as we would not 
te the intereſts of the kingdom of darkneſs, 
yarrying the fire of diſcord in our boſoms, and 
lag our veſſels with the <vaters of /irife, which ſo 
py fooliſh virgins prefer to the oil of gladne/3, let 
pyomote peace with all our might. Let us re- 
ber, that, in all churches of the ſaints, God is 
abor of prace ; that his goſpel is the goſpel of 
z; that he hath called us to peace; and that 
nit of righteouſneſs is ſown in peace of them 
nate peace. Let us fludy to be quiet; follows 
yace cui h all men; and purſuing eſpecially thoſe 
w, which make for peace in the houſhold of faith : 
vet us turn from the bleſted punſuit, till we 
attained the bleſſing offered to peace - makers. 
ſr kingdom of love, peace and joy, ſuffcreth vio- 
it cannot be taken and kept, without great, 
conſtant endeavours. The violent alone are 
w conquer it; for it is taken by the force of 
del prayer to God, for his bleſſing upon our- 
3. - OVErturces> 
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overtures of peace; and by the vehemence of im 
portunate requeſts to our brethren, that they would 
grant us an intereſt in their forgiving love, and add 
mit us, for Chriſt's ſake, to the honour of union 
and the pleaſure of communion, with them. It ig 
an important part of the good fight of faith workin 
by love, to attack the unloving prejudices of ouf 
brethren, with a meekneſs of wiſdom, which 
turneth away wrath; with a patience of hopefi 
which a thouſand repulſes cannot beat off; with 
a perſeverance of love, which taketh no denial F 
and with an ardor of love, which floods of contempM 
cannot abate. May God haſten the time when all 
the ſoldiers of Chriſt ſhall ſo learn and practiſq; 
this part of the chriſtian exerciſe as to overcome th 
bigotry of their brethren ! Nor let us think, thaf 
this is impoſſible : for if the love of Chriſt has con 
quered us, why ſhould we deſpair of it's conquering 
others? And if the unjuſt judge, who neither feareg 
God, nor regarded man, was nevertheleſs overcome ; 
by the importunity of a poor widow ; why ſhould 
we doubt of overcoming, by the ſame means, ouf 
fellow-chriſtians, who tear God, rejoice in ChriltY 
regard men, and love their brethren ? Let us only 
convince them by every chriſtian method, that we 
are their brethren indeed, and we ſhall find molt of 
them far more ready to return our love, than we 
have found them ready to return our provocation 
or indifference. 
Should it be aſked, what are thoſe chriſtian meg 
thods, by which we could perſuade our Calvin 
or Arminian brethren, that we are heir brethren in 
deed? I anſwer, that all theſe methods center 1 
theſe few ſcriptural directions: Be not overcome 0 
evil, but overcome evil with good, Love your opp0 
nents, tho* they ſhould de/pitefully uſe you. Bly 
them, tho? they ſhould carſe you : Pray for then, tho 
they ſhould per/ecute o Wait upon them, ant 
ſalute them as brethren, tho' they ſhould keep #t 3 
great a diſtance from you, as if you were cher 
enemies 
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enemies: For if ye _/heww love to them Tvho ſherw love 
to you, what reward have ye Do not even the publi- 
cans tbe ſame ? And if ve jalute your brethren only who 


kindly ſalute you; what do ye more than other? Do 


not even the publicans ſo? But treat them as God 
treats us: ſo ſhall you be the children of your Fatber, 
who is in heaven, for he makeith his ſun to riſe, and 
ſendeth his rain upon us all. Be ye therefore perfect 
even as he is perfect, No bigot ever obſerved thefe 
goſpel-directions. And it is only by obſerving 
them, that we can break the bars of party-ſpirit ; 
and paſs trom the cloſe confinement, ot bigotry into 
the glorious liberty of brotherly love, 

Theſe ſcriptures were probably before the eyes 
of a laborious miniſter of Chriſt, when he drew up 
ſome years ago, a plan of union among the clergy- 
men of the eitabliſhed church, who agree in theſe 
eſſentials; * (1) Original ſin: (2) Juſtification by 
{ faith :—(3) Holineſs of heart and life: provided 
their life be anſwerable to their doctrines.“ This 
plan is as follows. * But what union would you 
* defire among theſe? Not an union of opinions. 
They might agree or diſagree, touching ab/olute 
decrees on the one hand, and p:rrfedion on the 
' other. Not an union in expreſſion. Theſe may 
{ ſtill ſpeak of the imputed rightrouſneſs, and thoſe of 
the merits of Chriſt, Not an union with regard 
to outward order. Some may ſtill remain guite 
regular; ſome quite irregular ; and ſome partly re- 
gular and partly irregular.”—|[ Not an union of ſo- 
cieties: Some, who do not ice the need of diſci- 
pline, may ſtill labor without forming any ſociety 
atall : others may have a ſociety, whoſe members 
are united by the bands of a laæ diſcipline. And 
others, who have learned by experience. that pro- 
teſſurs can never be kept long together without the 
help of a fri4 diſcipline, may ſtrengthen their 
union with thoſe who are like-minded, by agreeing 
to obſerve ſuch rules as appear to them moſt con- 
duciie to the purpoſes of divine and 3 

ove.] 
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Jore. ]—* But theſe things being as they are, 38 
each is perſuaded in his own mind, is it not a 
* moſt deſirable thing, that we ſhould : Firſt, Re. 
* move hindrances out of the way? Not judge 
one another, not envy one another? Not be dif. # 
& pleaſed with one another's gifts or ſucceſs, even | 
tho' greater than our own ? Not wait for one! 
© another's halting ; much leſs wiſh for it, or re- 
6 joice therein? — Never ſpeak diſreſpectfully, 
& ſlightly, coldly, or unkindly of each other ? . 
Never repeat each other's faults, miſtakes or in- 
« firmities; much leſs liſten tor and gather them 
up? Never ſay or do any thing to hinder each 
© other's uſefulneſs, either directly or indirectly?— i 
© Is it not a moſt defirable thing, that we ſhould : | 
* Secondly, Love as brethren ?. Think well of and 
© honour one another? Wiſh all good, all grace, 
© all gifts, all ſucceſs, yea greater than our on to 
* each other? Expect God will anſwer our wiſh, n 
6 rejoice in every appearance thereof, and praiſef 
© himfor it? Readily believe good of each other, 
as readily as we once believed evil ?—Speak re- 
« ſpectfully, honourably, kindly of each other? 
* Defend each other's character: ſpeak all the good 
pe can of each other: recommend one another, 
© where we have influence; each help the other 
© on in his work, and inlarge his influence by all 
© the honeſt means we can? 

I do not ſee why ſuch a plan might not be, 7: 
ſome degree, admitted by all the miniſters of the gof- 
pel, whether they belong to, or diffent from, the 
eſtabliſhment, I would extend my brotherly. love to WM {i 
all chriſtians in general, but more particularly to , Kn 
proteſiants, and moſt particularly to all the proteſtants W ve. 


of the eflabliſhed church d, with whom I am joined by WY rip 
repeated Wl on] 


§ The plan of a factienlar reconciliation and union between Bl me. 
the proſeſſors, who receiye the xxxix, Articles, will be laid be- bat 
fore the public in a ſeparate tract, if the author's days are 
lengihened a little. The conſiſtency of the moderate Calviniſm lt 
and Arminianiſm, contained in thoſe Articles, will forům dhe 
ground of that plan, 
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epeated ſubſcriptions to the ſame articles of reli- 
tion, by oaths of canonical obedience, by the ſame 
xligious rites, by the uſe of the fame liturgy, by 
the ſame prerogatives, and by the fulleſt ſhare of 
avil and religious liberty, But, God forbid, that 
| ſhould exclude from my brotherly aflection, and 
oecaſional aſſiſtance, any true miniſter of Chriſt, 
becauſe he caſts the goſpel net among the preſby- 
terians, the independents, the quakers, or the 
baptiſts ! If they will not wiſh me good luck in the 
ume of the Lord, I will do it to them. So far as 
they cordially aim at the converſion of ſinners, I 
vill offer them the right hand of fellowſhip, and 
communicate with them in ſpirit. They may, ex- 
communicate me, if their prejudices prompt them 
wit: they may build up a wall of partition between 
themſelves and me; but i the flrenoth of my God, 
thoſe love is boundleſs as his immenhity, and whofe 
mercy is over all his works, /qvill leap over the wall ; 
being perſuaded, that it is only daubed with untem- 
pered mortar, and made of babel- materials. Should 
dot chriſtian meekneſs, and ardent love, bear down 
party-ſpirit and the prejudices of education ? The 
ting tolerates and protects us all, the parliament 
nakes laws to enſure toleration and quietneſs, 
peace and mutual forbearance: and ſhall we, who 
make a peculiar profeſſion of the faith which works 
by love, and binds upon us the new commandment 
of laying down our lives for the brethren :—ſhall 
we, I ſay, be leſs charitable and more intolerant 
than our civil governors, who perhaps make no 
ſuch profeſſion? Let bigotted jews and ignorant 
amaritans diſpute, whether God is to be worſhip- 
ped on mount Moria, or on mount Gerizim: let 
rigid church-men ſay, that a pariſh-church is the 
only place where divine worſhip ought to be per- 
formed, whilſt ſtiff diſſenters {ippote, that their 
neeting-houſes are the only bethels in the land: 
but let us, who profeſs moderation and charity, 
rmember the reconciling words of our Lord, The 
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Bogr cometh, and now is, avhen true wor /hippcrs fa 
evor/hiþ God every where in ſpirit and in truth. Fol 
the Father ferketh ſach catholic and ſpiritual perſons 
to worſhip him; and not ſuch partial and forma 
devotees, as the jews and ſamaritans were in tha 
days of our Lord. | 
But to return to our plan of reconciliation : migh 
not ſome additions be made to Mr. Weſley's draught 5 
for it is from a letter publiſhed in his thirteenth jour 
nal, that I have extracted the preceding ſketch off 
union? Might not good men and ſincere minitters8 
who are bent upon inheriting the ſeventh beatitudef 
form themſelves into a focicty of reconcilers, whateve 
be their denomination, and mode of worſhip ? Inte 
reſt brings daily to the Royal Exchange a multif 
tude of merchants, ready to deal with men of th@ 
moſt oppolite cuitums, dreſſes, religions, and counÞ 
.tries : And ſhall not the love of peace, and the pur 
ſuit of love, have as great an effect upon the chil 
dren of light, as the love of money, and the purſuif 
of wealth, have upon the men of the world? Then 
is a ſociety for promoting religious knowledge amony 
the poor: ſome of its members are church-menf 
and others diſſenters: ſome are Calviniſts, and 
others Arminians ; and yet it flouriſhes, and th 
deſign of it is happily anſwered, Might not ſuel 
a ſociety be formed for promoting peace, and lov 
among profeſſors? Is not charity preferable . 
Enowledge ? And if it be well to aſſociate, in orde 
to diſtribute bibles and teſtaments, which are bu 
the leiter of the goſpel: would it not be better t 
aſſociate, in order to diffuſe peace and love, whic| 
are the /þirit of rhe goſpel? There is another re 
pectable Society for promoting the chriſtian faith amon 
the heathen : And why ſhould there not be a ſociet) 
for promoting unanimity and toleration amo 
chriſtians 7 Ought not the welfare of our fella 
Chriſtians to lie as near our hearts, as that of tb 
heathen? There are in London, and other places 


aſſociations for the preventing and extinguiſhing l 
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hes. As ſoon as the miſchief breaks out, and the 
jarm is given, the. firemen run to their fire - en- 
ines; and without conſidering whether the houſe 
n fire be inhabited by churchmen er diſſenters, 
jy Arminians or Calviniſts, they venture their lives 
b put out the flames: And why ſhould there not 
e aſſociations of peace-makers, who, the moment 
he fire of diſcord breaks out in any part of our 
kruſalem, may be ready to put it out by all the 
nethods, which the goſpel ſuggeſts ? Is not the 
ire of hell, which conſumes fouls, more to be 
marded againſt, than that fire which can only de- 
troy the body ? 
Should it be aſked what methods could be purſu- 
to extinguiſh the fire of diſcord, and kindle that 
t love : I reply, that we need only be as wile as 


ane 
ur ie children ot this world. Conſider we then how 
hill ey proceed to gain their worldly ends; and let us 


p, and do as much to gain our ritual ends. 

Many gentlemen, ſome laymen and others cler- 
men, ſome church-men and others diſſenters, 
rinted lately to procure the repeal of our articles 
i religion. Notwithſtanding the diverfity of their 
mployments, principles, and denominations, they 
mted, wrote circular letters, drew up petitions, 
id uſed all their intereſt with men in power, to 
ring about their deſign.— Again; Some warm 
ten thought it proper to blow up the fire of diſcon- 
nt in the breaſts of our American fellow- ſubjects. 
row did they go about the dangerous work! With 
mat ardor did they fpeak and write, preach and 
Fiat, faſt and pray, publiſh manifeſtos and make 
bem circulate, aſſociate and ſtrengthen their aſſo- 
ations, and at laſt venture their fortunes, reputa- 
tons, and lives in the execution of their warlike 
project ! Go, ye men of peace, and do at leaſt half 
much to carry on your friendly deſign. Aſſo- 


aces * pray, preach, and print for the furtherance 
1g of peace. When ye meet, conſult about the means 
fret removing what ſtands in the way of a fuller 
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agreement in principle and affection, among al. 

thoſe who love Chriſt in fincerity : And decide i 
the following queries contain any hint worthy off 
your attention. ö 
Might not moderate Calviniſts ſend with ſucceſs 
circular letters to their rigid Calvinian brethren 4 
and moderate Arminians to their rigid Arminianff 
brethren, to check raſhneſs, and recommend meck$ 
neſs, moderation, and love? Might not the Cal 
viniſt miniſters, who patronize the doctrines ol 
grace, diſplay alſo the doctrines of juſtice, and ope 
I 


their pulpits to thoſe Arminian miniſters, w 
do it with caution? And might not the Arminianf 
miniſters, who patronize the doctrines of juſtice 
make more of the doctrines of grace, preach ag 


 þ 
nearly as they can like the judicious Calviniſts, ad . 
ſl 


mit them into their pulpits, and rejoice at ever 
opportunity of ſhewing them their eſteem and cong 
fidence ?—Might not ſuch moderate Calviniſts ang 
Arminians as live in the ſame towns, have from 
time to time a general ſacrament, and invite ons 
another to it, to cement brotherly love by publicl 
confeſſing the ſame Chriſt, by jointly taking hin 
for their common head, and by acknowledging one 
another as fellow-members of his myſtical body ? 
Might not ſome of the miniſters, 'on theſe occaſions 
preach to edification on ſuch texts as theſe 


“ Chriſt aſked them, what was it that ye diſputeq n 
among yourſelves by the way? But they held then 
peace: for by the way they had diſputed, wha 
mould be the greateſt : and he ſaith unto them, Ii: 
any man deſire to be firſt, the ſame ſhall be laſt oi 
all, and ſervant of all.-K now ye what I have done 
to you? Ye call me Maſter and Lord: and ye lay 
well; for ſo Iam. If I then, your Lord and Malt 
ter, have waſhed your feet, ye ought alſo to waltz 
one another's feet, For I have given you an ex Co 
ample, that ye ſhould do as I have done unto you.—Wkn 
Receive ye one another as Chriſt alſo received us. id 
Yea, him that is weak in the faith receive you, buſſhe! 
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not to doubtful diſputations.— Let us not judge 
one Ar more: but judge this rather, that 
oF 10 man put a ſtumbling block or an occaſion to fall 
WM in his brother's way,—Let us follow aſter thoſe 
tings which make for peace, and think wherewith 
oe way edify another: — Holding the head, from 
au which all the body having nouriſhment, and knit 
kW together, increaſeth with the increaſe of God. — Be- 
hold, how good and how pleaſant it is for brethren 
dwell together in unity ! Itis like the precious 
dintment upon Aaron's head, and like the dew up- 
on mount Sion; for there the Lord commanded the 
bleſſing, and life for evermore.“ — Could not the 
ſociety have correſponding members in various parts 
of the kingdom, to know where the flame of diſ- 
cord begins to break out, that by means of thoſe 
mighty engines, the tongue, the pen, or the preſs, 
they might with all ſpeed direct ſtreams of living 
aner —floods of truth and kindneſs, to quench the 
ronWindling fire of wrath, oppoſe the waters of ſtriſe, 
ind remove what ever ſtands in the way of the fire 
of love? And if this heavenly fire were once kind- 
hin ed, and began to ſpread, might it not in a few. 
ears, reach all orders of profe ſſors in Great Britain, 
u the contrary fire has reached our brethren on the 
continent ? It we doubt the poſſibility of it, do we. 
eſe Wot ſecretly ſuppoſe, that Satan is ſtronger to pro- 
ute note diſcord and contention, than Chriſt is to pro- 
the! note concord and unity? And in this caſe, where 
wha our faith? And where the love which thinketh ng 
1, I, and hopeth all things ? It one or two warm men 
it ore kindled on the Continent fo great a fire, that 
donꝗ vither our fleets nor our armies, neither the Britiſh 
e ar the German forces employed in that ſervice, 
Mal Wave yet been able to put it out; what will not 
walgwenty or thirty men, burning with the love of 
n ex Wod and of their neighbour, be able to do in Eng- 
and? We may judge of it by what twelve fiſhermen. 
id 1700 years ago. Ariſe then ye ſons of peace, 
e ſons of God, into whoſe hands theſe ſheets may 
K falle 
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fall, Our captain is ready to lead you to the cone 
queit of the kingdom of love. Be not diſcouraged 
at the ſmallneſs of your number, nor at the multi- 
tude of the men of war, who are ready to oppoſe B 
vou. Jeſus is on your fide : He is our Gideon, 
With his mighty croſs he has ſmitten the foundation} 
of the altar of diſcord : Pull it down. Break your 


narrow pitchers of bigotry, Hold forth your burn- 


ing lamps: Let the light of your love ſhine without, 

a covering. Ye loving Calviniſts, fall upon the 

necks of your Arminian opponents: And ye loving 
Arminians, be no more afraid to venture among 
vour Calvinian antagoniſts, You will not find; 
them cruel Midianites, but loving Chriſtians : Me- Mi 
thinks that your mingled lights have already chaſed8M; 
away the ſhades of the night of partiality and igno n 
rance. You ſee you are brethren: you feel it Mt 
and aſhamed of your former diſtance, you now thin a 
you can never make enough of each other, and teſti 
ty too much your repentance, for having offended u 
the world by abſurd contentions, and vexed each e 
other by inimical controverſies. The firſt love oi, 
the chriſtians revives : You are all of one heart and 


ou 
of —But I forget myſelf : I antedate the time of love 
which I ſo ardently wiſh to fee.—The Jericho o Wo 


bigotry, which I deſire to compaſs, is ſtrong: Thar: 
Babylon of confuſion and diviſion, I would fain de Hu 
moliſh, is guarded by a numerous garriſon, which 

thouſands of good men think it their duty to ref] ! 
inforce. It may not be improper therefore to ma ee 
one more attack upon theſe accurſed cities, and Mea 
enſure the ſucceſs of it, by proper directions. nal 
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SECTION TI 


oY Some Directions how to ſecure the Bleſſmes of 
re Peace and Brotherly Love. 


th O all things without diſputings, ſays St. Paul, 
o that ye may be blameleſ; and harmleſs, the ſons of 
g God, without rebuke, —Be at peace among yourſelves ; 


and if it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live peace- 
ably with all men: but eſpecially with your brethren 
In Chriſt, Nor guench the ſpirit, by deſtroying it's 
ed noſt excellent uiii, which are peace and lowe, And 
0-F that we may not be guilty of this crime, the apoſ- 
t ie exhorts us to avoid contentions, and aſſures us, 

bat God will render indignation to them that are con- 
tntious, and do not obey the truth. It highly concerns 
therefore, to enquire how we ſhall eſcape the 
turſe denounced againit the contentions, and {ine 
kaceably with our fellow-profeſſors. And if we 
dught to do all that lieth in us, in order to obtain and 
rey lep the bleſſing of pace; ſurely we ought to fol- 
ooo ſuch directions as are agreeable to ſcripture and 
Witalon. I humbly hope, that the following are of 
bis number. 


re Dizection I. Let us endeavour to do juſtice to 
tery part of the goſpel; carefully avoiding the 
dt tzample of thoſe injudicions and raſh men, who 
make a wide gap in the north-hedge of the garden 

if truth, in order to mend one in the eaſt or ſouth- 

iedge, Let every evangehcal doctrine have its 
proper place in our creed, that it may have its due 

effect on our conduct. Confideration, repentance, 

aith, hope, love, and obedience, have each a place 
on the ſcale of goſpel-trath, Let us not breed 
quarrels by thruſting away any one of thoſe graces 
b make more room for another. Whilſt the philo. 
K 2 tophey 
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as much as he requires our humble attention as our 


1 


ſopher exalts conſideration alone; the Carthuſian, 
repentance; the Solifidian, faith; the Myſtic, 
love; and the Moraliſt, obedience: thou, man of 
God, embrace them all in their order, nor exalt one 
to the prejudice of the reſt, Tear not Chriſt's 
ſeamleſs garment, nor divide him againſt himſelf, 
He demands our reverential obedience as our King, 
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Prophet, and our full confidence as our Pie. It is 
as unſcriptural to magnify one of his offices at the 
expence of the others, as it would be unconſlitu- 4 
tional to honour George III. as king of Ireland, | 
and to inſult him as king of England or Scotland, 
And it is as provoking to the God of truth and 
order, to ſee the ſtewards of his goſpel- myſteries 
make much of the diſpenſation of the Son, whilſt | 
they overlook- the diſpenſation of the Father, and | 
take little notice of the diſpenſation of the Holy Bll 
Gheft; as it would be provoking to a parent to ſee Wn 
the perſons, whom he has entruſted with the care 
of his three children, make away with the youngeſt, B 
and ſtarve the eldeſt, in order to inrich and pamper Wn 
his ſecond ſon. Where moderation is wanting, WIG 
peace annnot ſubſiſt: And where partiality prevails, i 
contention will ſoon make its appearance. 1 
II. LEr us always make a proper diſtinction be- Wl: 
tween ( ential and circumflantial differences. The Wit: 
difference there is between the Chriſtians and the Wt 
Mahometans, is eſſential: but the difference between W'up 
us and thoſe, who receive the ſcriptures, and beliere WM: 
in Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is in general about 
non-efſentials: and therefore, ſuch a difference 
ought not to hinder nion; altho' in ſome caſes, it 
may, and ſhould prevent a c/o/# communion, If wel 


fancy that every diverſity of doctrine, diſcipline, or WW?! 
ceremony is a ſufficient reaſon to keep our brethren inc 
at arm's length from us, we are not ſo much the ut 
followers of the condeſcending Jeſus, as of the ſtiff ou: 

re 


and implacable profeſſors, mentioned in the oe 
who 
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who made much ado about mint, aniſe and cummin z 
but ſhametully neglected mercy, forbearance, and 


\| 

, love. 

1 III. Lew us leave to the Pope, the wild conceit 
e cf infall:ibility ; and let us abandon to bigotted Ma- 
s hom*tans, the abſurd notion, that truth is confin'd 
„vo our own party, that thoſe who do not ſpeak as we 
3 9 o are blind, and that orthodoxy and ſalvation are 
r plants, which will ſcarcely grow any where but in 
s BY cr on garden. So long as we continue in this 
ec BY ciror, we are unfit for union with all thoſe, who do 
- 4 ot wear the badge of our party. A phariſaie pride 
, | zints our tempers, cools our love, and breeds a for- 
d. Aſs reſerve, which ſays to our brethren, Stand 
d BY) Jam more orthodox than you. 


Iv. LET us be afraid of a ſectarian ſpirit. We 
my indeed, and we ought to be more familiar with 
the profeſſors with whom we are more particularly 
onnected; juſt as ſoldiers of the ſame regiment are 
nore familiar with one another, than with thoſe who 
long to other regiments, But the moment this 
particular attachment grows to ſuch a degree, as to 
make a party in the army of king Jeſus, or of king. 
George ;. it breaks the harmony which ought to ſub- 
tit between all the parts, and hinders the general 
ervice which is expected from t'.e whole body. 
u what a deplorable condition would be the king's 
fairs, if each colonel in his army refuſed to do du- 
he WW"! with another.colonel ; and if inſtead of mutually 
en Wipporting one another in a day of battle, each ſaid 
vel" the reſt: I will have nothing to do. with you 
wt nd your corps: You may fight yonder by your- 
ce (res, if you pleaſe; I and my men will keep here 
icy” ourſ lves, doing what ſeems good in our own 
we ges. As we expect no aſſiſtance trom you, ſo we 
or romiſe you, that you ſhall have none from us. 
ren lad you may think yourſelves well off, if we do 
the ut join the common enemy, and fire at you ; for 
ff Jour regimentals are different from. ours, and there- 
del, bre yon are no part of our army. —If fo abſurd a 
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behaviour were excuſable, it would be among th 
wild, cruel men, who compoſe an army of Tartar 
or ſavages: but it admits of no excuſe from men{ 
who call themſelves believers, which is another namg 
for the followers of Him, who laid down his life fo 
his enemies, and perpetually exhorts his ſoldiers t@ 
love one another as brethren, —yea, as he has loved 
us. : 
Let us then peculiarly beware of 7nordinate e 
love. It is too often the real ſource of our diviſions 
when lowe to truth is their pretended cauſe, If 8 
Paul could ſay of fallen believers in his time, Tha 
a'l ſeek their own; how much more can this be ol 
of degenerate believers in our days? Who can teſÞ 
all the. miſchief done by this ungenerous and ba 
temper? Who can declare all the myſteries of el 
ror and iniquity, which ſtand upon the deſpicabY 
foundation of the little words, J, me, and mine] 
Could we fee the ſecret inſcriptions, which th 
ſearcher of hearts can read upon the firſt ſtones 4 
our little Babels, how often would we wonder 
ſuch expreſſions as theſe :— My church—my chap 
- party—y congregation—y COnnexions—A 
popularity—-2y hope of being eſteem'd by my party 
zans—my tear of being ſuſpected by them je 
louſy of thoſe tho belong to the oppoſite party—A 
ſyſtem- y favourite opinions - influence, & 
&c? To all thoſe cgetiſins let us conſtantly oppo 
theſe awful words of our Lord, Except a man df 
HIMSELF, he cannot be any diſciple, Till we cor 
ally oppoſe our inordinate attachment to our o 
intereſt, we /acrifice to our oum net in our public d 
ties: and even when we preach Chrift, it is to 
fcared, that we do it more ot of contention, than ( 
of a real concern for his intereſt, 

What Dr. Watts writes on this ſubject is ſtyikit 
© Have we never obſerved what a mighty pre 
lence the appiauſe of a party, and the advance 
ſelf-intereſt, have over the hearts and tongues 
men, and inflame them with' malice againſt t! 
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neighbours? They aſſault every different opinion 
with rage and clumour : They rail at the perſons of 
all other parties to ingratiate themſelves with their 
own.—\V hen they put to death [or bitterly reproach} 
the miniſters of the goſpel, they boaſt like Jehu 
when he flew the prieſts of Baal, Come and fee my 
zeal for the Lord: And as he defign'd hereby to 
eſtabliſh the kingdom in his own hands; ſo they to 
maintain the reputation they have acquired among 
their own ſect, But ah! How little do they think 
of the wounds that Jeſus the Lord receives by eve- 
ry bitter reproach they caſt on his followers!“ 

V. LEr us be afraid of needleſs ſingularity. The 
love of it is very common, and leads ſome men to 
the wideſt extremes. The ſame ſpirit which in- 
clines one to wear 2 hat cock'd in the height of the 
faſhion, and influences another to wear one in full 
contrariety to the mode; may put one man upon 
minding only the fir! goſpel- axiom, and the blood 
of Chriſt, whilſt another man fancies, that it becomes 
him to mind only the /ecoud goſpel-axiom, and the 
laro of Chriſt. Thus, out of fingularity the former 
inſiſts upon faith alone, and the latter recommends 
nothing but morality and works. May we deteſt a 
temper, which makes men delight in an unneceſſary 
oppoſition to each other! And may we conſtantly 
follow the example of St. Paul, whoſe chantable 
maxim was, to #leaſe all men to their edification ! So 
ſhall our moderation be known to all men : nor ſhall we 
abſurdly break the balance of the various truths, 
which compoſe the goſpel ſyitem. 

VI. LEr us never blame our brethren but with re- 
luctance. And when love to truth, and the intereſt 
of religion, conſtrain us to ſhew the abſurd or dau- 
gerous conſequences of their miſtakes ; let us rather 
underdo than overdo. Let us never hang annece/- 
ſa + or falſe conſequences upon their principles > 

An 


* humb'y hope, that I have followed this part of the di- 
iection in my Checks, To the ben of my knowledge, I have 


— 


CO 1 
And when we prove that their doctrine aecgſarih 
draws abſurd and miſchievous conſequences after it, 
let us do them the juſtice to believe, that they do 
not ſee the zccefſary connexion of ſuch conſequences 
with their principles. And let us candidly hope, 
that they deteſt thoſe conſequences, 


VII. LET 


not fixed one conſequence upon the principles of my opponents, 
which does not fairly. and neceſſarily. flow from their doctrine, 
And I have endeavoured to do juſtice to their piety, by declar- 
ing again and again my full perſuaſion, that they abhor ſuch 
conſequences. But whether they have done fo by my principles 
may be ſeen in my Cine Creed, where I ſhew, that the 
abſurd and wicked conſequences, which my opponents fix upon 
the doctrine I maintain, have ab/oliutely no/hing to do with it. I 
do not however ſay this to juſtify myſelf in all things: for I do 
not doubt, but if I had health and ſtength to reviſe my Checks, 
I ſhould find ſome things, which could have been ſaid in a more 
guarded, humble, ſerious and loving manner. And I am ſorry, 
that even in this piece | See Bi- A min. page 23 | an illuſtration 
of that ſtamp ſhould have eſcaped the corrections of my reconcil- 
ing pen. I can only ſay, that I wrote that page ſome years ago: 
that tho' the argument to me ſeems juſt, yet I now diſapprove the 
ludicrous, offenſive dreſs in which it appears; and that I would 
alter it, if the ſheet were not printed off. I humbly beg my Calvi- 
niſt brethren to forgive me this, and the like touches of a pen, 
which I thought it my duty to keep as ſharp as I could, not to 
wound their perſons, but eſfectually to deſtroy their miſtakes--1m- 
portant miſtakes, which the very page I complain vf, ſhews to be 
cloſely connected with antinomian delafions, if it be compared 


with the unguarded aſſertions of the rigid Calviniſts, whom I have | 


quoted in the fecond and vid checks to antinomianiſm. But, I 
repeat it, whilſt I oppoſe the imaginary imputation of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, to an antinomian, who makes Chriſt the mi- 
niſter of fin; I triumph in the real imputation of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, to a penitent finner, who receives Chriſt as a Sa- 
viour from the pollution, as well as from the guilt of-fin : and I 
declare once more, that as a guilty ſinner, I will never urge 
any plea before God, but that of the publican; namely, the 
mercy of the Father, thro' the Son's blood and righteouſneſs, 
Should the reader aſk, © In what then do you differ from a 
ſolifdian ?” I reply, that 1 do not differ from a pious ſolifidian 
with reſpect to a inner juſtification. But we diſagree with re- 
ſpect to a believers juſtification. A ſolifidian ſuppoſes, that God 
will juſtify fnners in the great dav, whereas our Lord declares 
that he will then juſtify none but ſaints, none but the rig he, 
and the difference between ſaints and finners—between the righ- 
teous and the wicked, does not confiſt in an external imputation 
of Chriſt's mer.ts; but in an inherent participation of Chriſt's 
purity, See ku note, page 14. 
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VII. LxT us, fo far as we can, have a friendly 


IJ intercourſe with ſome of the beſt men of the vari- 


ous denominations of Chriſtians around us. And 

if we have time for much reading, let us peruſe 

their beſt writings, to be edified by the devotion 

hich breathes thro” their works. This will be an 
oY efectual means of breaking the bars of prejudice, 
Contempt, fear, and hard thinking, which unac- 
AJ quaintedneſs puts between them and us. Why 
oY ze ſavages frighted at the fight of civilized men? 
hy do they run away from us as if we were 
bY wild beaſts? It is becauſe they have no connexion 
WJ with us, are utter ſtrangers to the good will we bear 
dem, and fancy we deſign to do them miſchief, 
Bigots are religious ſavages. By keeping to them- 
ſelves, they contract a ſhyneſs for their fellow-chriſ- 
trans ; they fancy that their brethren are monſters : 
they aſk, with Nathanae), Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth ? By and by they get into the ſeats 


ol oi oo 3h 


Galilee ariſeth no prophet. And it is well if they do 
not turn in à rage from the precious truths delivers 
ed by ſome of the moſt favoured ſervants of God; 
fondly ſuppoſing with Naaman, that the Jordan of 
their brethren is not to be compared with the rivers 
of their own favourite Damaſcus ;- and uncharitably 
concluding with the Pope, and Mahomet, that all 
waters are poiſonous except thoſe of their own ciſ- 
tern, The beſt advice which can be given to theſe 
J prejudiced people, is that which Philip gave to 
Nathanael, who fancied, that ſeſus was not a pro- 
phet: Come and ſee, I would ſay to Calvinian bi- 
gots, Come and ſee your Arminian brethren : and to 
Arminian bigots, Come and ſce pious Calviniſts ; and 
you will be aſhamed to have ſo long forfeited the 
blefſing annexed to brotherly communion : for hey. 
that fear the Lord, ſpeak often one to another, and the 
Lord hearkens and hears it, and a book of remembrance 


is curitten before bim for tbem. And they ſhall be mine, 
faiths 


WJ of the phariſees, and peremptorily ſay, that Out of 
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faith the Lord of hoſts in that day when I make up ny 
eqve ls, 3 
VIII. LET our religion influence our hearts as well 
as our heads. Let us mind the practice as well as the 
theory of Chriſtianity, The bare #nowwledze ot Chriſt's 
doctrine pußeth up, but charity edificth, He that loveth . 
not, knowweth not God, for God is love, and would 
have us to be loving and merciſul as he is, He re- 
ceives us nothwithſtanding our manifold weakneſſes 
and provocations; and he ſays, by his apoſtle, | 
Forgive one another, as God for Chris ſake hath K 
forgiven you. That ye may with one mind, and one 
mouth, glorify God. How far from this religion are 
thoſe, who, inſtead of receiving one another, keep 
at the greateit diſtance irom their brethren, and 
perhaps pronounce damnation againſt them; the 
men who raſhly condemn their 4veak brother to periſh, Þ 
cannot be cloſe followers of our merciful High Pricft, | 
who died for him, who is touched qwith a feeling of our 
infirmities, and has compaſſion on them that are igno« | 
rant and out of the way. any man ſay I love God— | 
the love of Chrift conflraineth me—and yet hateth his 
brother, or ſhuns a reconciliation with his fellow- 
ſervants, be is @ liar: for he who Ioweth not his bro« | 
ther, «whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God whom: | 
he hath not ſeen? This commandment have we from | 
Chriſt, that he, wholoveth God, lowe his brother, yea | 
his enemy, al/o, And love is pure, peaceable, gentle, | 
caſy to be intreated, and full of mercy. It ſuffereth long, | 
and is kind, it envicth not, it is not puffed up, it does 
not behave itſelf unſeemly, it ſeeketh not its own, it bears | 
eth all things, it endureth all things, it belieweth and | 
hopeth all things, and it attempteth many things, that 
chriſtians may be made perfect in one, and may keep 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, Where this 
love is not, the practice of chriſtianity is abſent, 
We may have the brain of a chriſtian, but we want 
his tongue, his hands, and his heart, We may 1n- 
deed ſay many ſweet things of Chriſt ; but we ſpoil 
them all if we ſpeak bitterly of his members; - 
(s 
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e who toucheth them, toucheth the apple of his 


ere; and he who wounds em, wounds him in 
the tendereſt part, Hence the ſeverity of our 
Lord's declarations : Whoſoewver offendeth one of theſe 
little ones, avbo believe in me, it were better for him, 
that a milſlone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the ſca. Aud 2vhoſoever 
þall [ uncharitahly] /ay to his brother, Thou Fool! 
fall be in danger of hell fire, [as well as a murderer, ] 
Mat. xvili. 6.— v. 22. So dreadful is the caſe of 
thoſe, who make ſhipwreck of the faith which 
works by charity, whilſt they contend for real or 
fancied orthodoxy, 

We ſhall readily ſet our ſeals to the juſtice and 
propriety of theſe terrible declarations, if we re- 
member that when chriſtians offend againſt the law 
of kindneſs, they ſtab their religion in her very vi- 
tals, becauſe chriſtianity is the religion of love, 
From firſt to laſt it teaches us love—free, diſtin- 
ruiſhing, matchleſs love. The Father ſo loved the 
world as to give his only begotten ſon that we might 
not periſh, He freely delivered him up to death 
for us all, and with him he gives us all things; for- 
giveneſs, grace and glory.,—The Son, who when he 
was in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with him, influenced by obedient love to 
the Father and tender pity towards us, aſſumed our 
nature, became a prophet to teach the religion of 
love—a king to inforce the law of love—a prieſt and 
a victim dying for the breaches of the law of love. 
He lived to keep and inforce the law of love: He 
wep*, agonized, and ſweated blood to ſhew the force 
of ſympathizing love: He died on the croſs to ſeal 
with the laſt drop of his vital blood the plan of re- 
deeming love. He ſunk into the grave, and de- 
ſcended into Hades, to ſhew the depth of love. He 
roſe again to ſecure the triumph of love: He aſ- 
cended into heaven to carry on the ſchemes of love. 
From thence he ſent, and till ſends, upon obedient 
believers, the ſpirit of burning; baptizing pa 

With 
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E 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with the fire of love 
which many waters cannot quench; and from thence 
he ſhall come again, to ſend the unloving and con 
tentious to their own place, and to crown loving 
ſouls with honour, glory and immortality, The 
office of the Holy Ghoſt anſwers to the part which 
the Father and the Son bear in our redemption | 
When we receive him according to the promiſe off 
the Father, we receive him as the ſpirit of love. 
he ſheds abroad the love of God in our hearts—heWM); 
teſtifies to us the love of Chriſt, and bis fruit, inf 
our hearts and lives, is /ove,. joy, peace, long-ſuffering, Mu 
gentleneſi, gooducſi, and meekneſs, This loving ſpirit Ms 
is ſo efſential to chriſtianity, that if you aſk St. Paul 


and St. John an account of their religion, the for-Wan 


mer anſwers, The exd of chriſtianity, is charity out Wh 
of a pure heart, of a good conſcience, and a faith MW 
unfeigned : and therefore if any chriſtian loveth not 
the Lord Jeſus in his perſon and in his myſtical M)* 
members, he is accurſed, Maranatha, The Lord WM 
cometh to cut in ſunder that wicked ſervant, and MW: 
to appoint him his portion with hypocrites in outer I. 
darkneſs, As for St. John, he thus deſcribes H 
chriſtianity. Beloved, let us love one another: for MW" 
love is of God, every one that loveth is born of MW"? 
God.— We love him becauſe he firſt loved us.— Net 
And every one that loveth God who begat believers, M'? 
doveth them alſo that are begotten of him: And this 
commandment we have from him, that he who 
loveth God love his brother alſo.—St. James's teſ- 
timony to the religion of love will properly clole . 
that of St. Paul and St. John. MFearken, my beloved 
brethren, —If ye fulfil the royal law, Thou ſhalt love WP © 
thy neighbour as thyſelf, ye do awell : but if ye have rej: 
pelt to perſons [much more if ye bite and devour 


; ent 
your brethren] ye are convinced of the law as tran(- * 
greſors : for whoſoever (rail keep the whole law [ot A 
ove] and yet offend in one point, be is guilty of all, * 


He ſhews himſelf a bad chriſtian—a fallen believer. N; 


'T heretore, Speak not evil one of another, brethren, Wy, 
| Af le 
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wr grudge one againſt another, lefl ye be condemned: 
hold, the judge flandeth at the door, And Chriſt 
me judge confirms thus the teſtimony of his apoſ- 
les, in his awful account of the day of judgment. 
Then ſhall the king ſay unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye bleſſed, inherit the kingdom prepared 


for you, for ye were kind and loving tu me. The 


lead of every man is Chrift, and theretore, In as much 
je have done it [that is, in as much as ye have 
been kind and loving] unto one of the leaf of theſe my 
brethree, ye hade done it unto me: [ye have been kind 
ind loving to me:] and I will give you the reward 
if the inheritance, —Then ſhall he ſay unto them on the left 
hard. Depart from me, ye curſed. For ye were not kind 
and loving to me: And it they plead not guilty to 
the charge, he will anſiver them ſaying, Verily I /ay 
unto you +; Tnajmuch as ye did it not unto one of the leaſt 
of theſe, ye did it not untome ; that is, In as much as 
je were not kind to one of theſe, ye were not kind 
ad loving to me. Aud theſe unloving men /hall go 
way inte everlaſting puniſhmeut: but the righteous 
i, e. the loving and merciful] into life eternal. 
How plain is this religion ! and how deplorable 1s 
it, that it ſhould be almoſt loſt in clouds ot vain no- 
tions, wild opinions, unſcriptural ſyſtems, empty pro- 
feſfſons, and noiſy contentions! Were proteilors 
to embrace this practical chriſtianity, wha! a revolu- 
lon would take place in Chriſtendom! The accuſer 
of the brethren would fall as lightning from heaven, 
nd genuine orthodoxy would combine with humble 
charity to make the earth a paradile again. 

VIII. Laſtly : It we will attain the fall power of 
milineſs and be peaceable as the Prince of peace 
nd mercifui as our heavenly Father; let us go on 
o the perfection and glory of Chriſtianity ; ler us 
enter the full diſpenſation of the Spirit. ' Fill we 
ire in the pentecoſtal glory of the church: 'till we 
ve baptized with the Holy Ghoſt: till the Spirit of 
burning and the fire of divine love have melte.| us 
dosen, and we have been truly caſt imo the fottett 
nou!d of the golpel ; till we can ſay with St Paul 
e bave received the Spirit of love, of foxver, and of a 


spiritual 
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found mind: — till then we ſhall be carnal rather thay 

ſpiritual believers: we ſhall divide into ſets iikeff 
the Jews, and at beſt we ſhall be like the diſciples off 
John and of Chriſt before they had received the 

gift of the Holy Ghoſt, We ſhall have an envious 

ſpirit: we ſhall contend about fuperiority, and bel 
ready to ſtop thoſe who do good, becauſe they do ich 
not in our way, or becauſe they follow not with us 
And ſuppoſing we once taſted the firſt love of thei 
church, and had really the love of God and of ourl 
neighbour hd abroad in our hearts by the Holy Gl 
given unto us: yet if this love is grown cold, or if we 
have tft it, by grieving or quenching the Spirit; 
we are fallen from Pentecoſtal Chriſtianity, and in- 
ſtead of continuing in diſintereſted fellowſhip, like 


N 
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the primitive Chriſtians; we ſhall feat our own, as , 
the fallen Philippians ; or we ſhall divide into par- 4 
ties like thoſe Corinthians to whom St. Paul wrote i, 
Some of you have not the knowledge of the God of love ; . 

I ſpeak this to pour. ſbame. — I cannot ſpeak to you as tu a 
fprritual, but as to carnal believers, even as to babe * 
in Chriſti. For ye are yet car nal: for whereas there i 1 
among you envying, and. ſirife, and diviſions, are ye noi me 
carnal, and walk as the men of the world ?—E xamine * 
varrſclues therefore, whether ye be in the faith Wye 
Prove your own ſelves; Is Chriſt in you? Have y yt 
the ſpirit of power, or have ye obliged him to with I. 
draw? And are ye ſhorn of your ſtrength as Samp =y 
ſon was, when the ſpirit of the Lord was departed 7 
fromhim ?—Alas! who can ſay, how many believer, 
are in this deplorable caſe without ſuſpecting it WF | 
The world knows that they are fallen, but the wo 
know it not themſelves. They make ſport for the "w 


Philiſtines by their idle contentions, and they drean ro 
that they are the champions of truth. O may thefWpey; 
ſpeedily awake to rightrouſneſs, and ſee their need o 
righteouſueſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ! And 
may poarer from on high reſt again upon them! 80 
ſhall they break the pillars of the temple of diſcord 
rebuild the temple of peace, and be continually in il 
praifing and bleſſing God, inſtead of accuſing and pro 
voking their brethren, * 7 
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irtber Maotives to a ſpredy Reconoiliation: An 
Exhortation to it: 


. BOVE all things, ſays St. Peter, hawe ferwens 
charity among yourſelves. Little children, 
rs St. John, love one another. Sweet precepts ! 
but how far are we from regarding them, whilſt we 
fre to bitter zeal, or to indiffe:cnce, the place al- 
atted to the communion of ſaints, and to burning 
bre! Had theſe apoſtohe injunſtions a due effect 
on us, how would the fervent charity, which vice 
bnous faith kindles, ſet fire to the chaff of our idle 
tontentions, and make us aſhamed ot having ſo 
leparted from the goſpel, as to give the world to 
mderitand [if men may judge of our doctrine by 
wr conduct] that the ſcripture exhorts us to fall out 
me with another, and to mind charity /z than eve- 
y thing; whereas it enjoins us to mind it above 
ALL things, above all honour, pleaſure, and profit, 
=yea, above all knowledge, orthodoxy, and faith. 
II. We are commanded to glorify God with one 
tart and one mouth, Our lips ſhould be inſtruments 
A praife, ever tuned to celebrate the Prince of 
peace, —ever ready to invite all around us to the 
zoſpel-feaſt; the feaſt of divine and brotherly love. 
To neglect this labour of love is bad: but how much 
worſe is it to be as ſounding braſs, as a tinkling cymbal, 
8 an infernal kettle-drum, uſed by the accuſer of 
he brethren, to call profeſſors from the good fight 
if faith, to the deteſtable fight of necdleſs or abufove 
tontroverſy, and perhaps to the bloody work of 
ferlecution ! Who can deſcribe the injury done to 
L 2 religion 
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religion by thechampions of bigotry! An invenious 
writer being one diy defired to draw in proper 


colours, the figure of Uncharitablene/3, the monliter 
which has fo narrowed, diſgraced, and murdered 


Chriſtianity; „ will attempt it [ſaid be] it you i 


will furniſh me with a ſheer of large paper, and that 


of the faireſt kind, to repreſent the Chriſtian Church Wl 
in this world. Firſt. I will pare it round, and re- 
duce it to a very ſmall compaſs: Then with much 2 
ink will I ſtain the whiteneſs of it, and deform it WM 
with many a blot, At the next fitting I will tab Wl 
It thr” rudely with an iron pen: And when I put 
the laſt hand to complete the likeneſs, it ſhall be 
beſmeai'd with blood.” And ſhall we lend our com- 


mon enemy iron-pene, or tongues ſharpened like 
the murderer's ſword, that he may continue to 


wound the members of Chriſt, and deform the] 
Chriſtian church ? Gad forbid ! Let as many of us 


as have turned our pens and tongues into iuſtru— 
ments of idle contention, apply them henceforth 
to the defence of peace, and brotherly love. 

III. It we reſuſe to do it, we practically renounce 
our baptiſm : For in that ſolemn ordinance, we pro- 
feſs to take God for our common Father, Chriſt for 
our common Sav1our, and the Spirit for our common 
Sanctifier. When we receive the Lord's ſupper in 
faith, we ſolemnly bind this baptiſmal engagement 
upon ourſelves, and tie faſter the knot of brotherly 
love, by which we are joined to all thoſe, who in ce: 
ry place call uton the name of Feſus Chriſt, their Lord 


and ours. Now can any thing be more anti-chriſtian! 


and diabolical, than for perſons who conſtantly com- 
municate, to live in diſcord, and perhaps to inſult 
one another in a manner contrary to the firſt rules 
of heathen civility? O ye, who — our altars, 
and there | humbly befeech Almighty God continually to 
inſpire the univerſal church with the ſpirit of unity and 
concord, that all aubo confeſs his holy name may live i 
unity and godly louie; can any thing equal your facri- 
legious guilt, if after ſuch aſolemn prayer, you wt 
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$ ly refuſe to live in unity and godly love with your 
5 nious Calvinian or Arminian brethren, but alto 


OUS 
per breathe hie ſpirit of diſcord, and live in variance and 
(ter WY ungodly contentions with them, merely becauſe they 


red do not pronounce &þ/bboleth with all the emphaſis, 
vou which your party puts upon ſome favourite words 
hat and phrase es? It we continue to offer ſo excellent a 
reh prayer, and to indulge fo deteſtable a temper; are 
re- ese not fit perſons to fig zht under the banner of Judas? 
uch! Do we not with a kiſs betray ihe Son of man in his 
1 it WJ nembers ? Do we not go to the Lord's table to fay, 
{tab Hail, Mater and to deliver him tor leſs than thirty 


put pieces of lilver, for the poor ſatisfaction of pleaſing 
| be WM the bigots of a party, or for the miſchievous plea- 
»m- WE fure ot breaking the balance of the goſpel-axioms, 
like and rending the doctrines of grace trum thoſe of 
to juſtice ? 
the] IV. God is Love. Let us be Ike our Father = ho 
f us WY i5in braven. Satan is uncharitableneſs and variance: 
iru-M Deteſt we- his likeneſs, and let not the taiihiul and 
ik WM true witneſs be obliged to ſay to us one day: 17 

are of your father the devil, avhoſe wvorks ye dv, when 
nce WT you keep up diviſions.” The dovil, fevs Archoih 0p 
pro- Leighton, being an apoſtate ſpirit, revolted and ſe- 
for parated from G. od, doth n.turally project and work 
non 40/1. This wa; his firſt exploit, and is till his 
r in grand defign ani bulinefs in the world. He firit 
ent % del our firſt pirents from God, and the next we 
erly read of in their firit child, w as enmity againſt his 
we- brother. The tempier wounded / -uth, in order to 
or di deſtroy love: and therefore, he is juſtly called by 
tian our Saviour a LIAR, and a MURDERER from the 
0s beginning. He murdered our firſt parents by lying, 
ſult anl made them murderers by drawing them iuto his 
ulesß uncharitableneſs. God forbid that we ſhould any 
ars, longer do the work of the father of lies and murders! 
ly to Heaven prevent our committing again two fo great 
and evils as thoſe of wounding truth, and preventing 
Ee 11 love Loot avounding truth by attacking the res, 
cri- doctrines 0 free- grace and free- agency! and of 
not & 3 preventing 
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preventing love, by hindering the union of two ſuch 
large bodies of profeſſors, as the Calviniſts and the 
Arminians! Nor let any lover of peace ſay, „ will 
not hinder the reconciliation you ſpeak of ;” for it is 
our bounden duty to farther it by a ſpeedy, conſtant 
exertion of all our intereſt with God, and influence 
with men: otherwiſe we ſhall be found wnprofirable, 
Jeothful ſervants, and ſhall be judged according to 
this declaration of our Lord, He that gathereth not 


4 ewith me ſcattereth, For he, who, in ſo noble a 
4 cauſe as that of truth and love, is zeither cold nor 
4 bot, pulls down upon his own head the curſe de- 


nounced againſt the lukewarm Laodiceans. 

V. The fin of te want of union with our pious 
Calwvinian or Arminian brethren, is attended with 
peculiar aggravations, We are not only fellow- 
creatures, but fellow-ſubje&s, fellow-chriſtians, fel- 
low-proteſtants, and fellow-ſufferers ¶ in reputation 
at leaſt] for maintaining the capital doctrines of ſal- 
vation by faith in Chrit!, and ot regeneration by the 
Spirit of God. How abſurd is it for perſons, who 
thus ſhare in the reproach, patience and kingdom of 
Chriſt, to embitrer each other's comforts, and add 
td the load of contempt, which the men of the 
world caſt upon them? Let Pagans, Mahometans, 
Jews, Papiſts, and Deiſts do this work, We may 
reaſonably expect it from them. But for ſuch Cal- 
vinitts and Arminians as the world lumps together 
under the name of Methodifis, on account of their 
peculiar proteſton of godlineſs, —for ſuch compant- 
ons in t1tbulation, | (ay, to bite aud devour each other, 
is bighly unreaſonable, and peculiarly ſcandalous. 

VI. The great apoſtle of modern infidels, Mr, 
| Voltaire, has, it is ſuppoſed, cauſed myriads of men 
| to be aſham'd of their baptiſm, and to renounce the 
| profeſſion of chriſtianity, His prophane witticiſms 
have ſlain their thouſands : but the too cogent argu- 
ment, which he draws from our diviſions, has de- 
firoy'd its myriads. With what exultation does he 
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C 1 
Des Chretiens diviſcs les infames querelles 


Ont, au nom du Seigneur, apporte plus de maux, 
Co 


© The ſhameful quarrels of divided Chriſtians, have 
done more miſchief under religious pretences, 
«© made more bad blood, and ſhed more human 
« blood, than all the political contentions, which 
„% have laid waſte France and Germany, under pre- 
„ tence of maintaining the balance of Europe.” 
And ſhall we ſtill make good his argument, by our 
ridiculous quarrels ? Shall we help him to make the 
world believe, that the goſpel is an apple of diſcord 
thrown among men, to make them diſpute with an 
acrimony and an obſtinacy, which have few prece- 
dents among men of the moſt corrupt and deteſtable 
religions in the world? Shall we continue to point 
the dagger with which that keen author ſtabs chriſ- 
tianity ? Shall we furniſh him with new nails to 
crucity Chriſt afreſh in the ſight of all Europe ; or 
ſhall we continue to clinch: thoſe, with which he has 
already done the direful deed ? How will he triumph 
if he hears, that the men who diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by their zeal for the goſpel in England, maintain 
an unahated conteſt about the doctrines of grace and 
juſiice—a conteſt as abſurd as that in which the 
Whigs and Tories would be involved, if they perpe- 
tually debated whether the 4ox/e of Lords, or that of 
Commons, makes up the Britiſh parliament ; and 
whether England or Scotland forms the iſland of 
Great Britain! And with what ſelf-applauſe will he 
apply to us what the apoſtle ſays of wicked heathens 
and apoſtate chriſtians ? Becauſe when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God—the ſovereign, righte- 
ous God of love and juſtice—they became vain in 
their imaginations, and their fooliſh heart was darkened. 
Profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they became fools ; being filled 
with expy, debate, malignity ; whiſperers, backbiters, 
deſpiteful, without underflanding, without brotherly 
ection, implacable ;—having a form of godly ortho- 
doxy, but denying the poaver of peaceable charity? 
VII. Inſtead 
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VII. Infcad. of continuing to give avowed infi- 
dels ſuch com to laugh at us ard our religion, 
Would it not become us 10 ſtop, by a ſpecdy recon- 
ciliation, the oflence given by our ablurd debates ? 
Should we feel leis concern tor the honour of chril- 
tianity, than Sir Robert Walpole did for the ho- 
nour of the crown. I: is reported, that when he 
ſtaod at the helm of the Britiſh empire, be wa; 
abuſed in parliament by ſome mewbers of the pri— 
vy-council. Soon after meeting with them in the 
king's cabinet, he proceede to the di patch of bu— 
fineſs with bly uſual freedom, and with a remal ble 
degree of courteſy towards his enemies, Aud be- 
ing aſked how he could do fo: he replied, „ The 
king's buſineſs requires union. V hy ſh: 010 my 
. 's affairs ſuffer loſs by the piivate quaticls of 
his ſervants ?” May the time come, when the mi- 
niſters of the king of peace, fhall have as much re- 

ard for his intereſt, as that miniſter ſhewed tor the 
intereſt of his roy al maſter , Do not circumſtances 
in church and in ſlate, le ud y call upon us to unite; 
in order to make head againſt the enemy of Cris 
and our fouls ?—An enemy terrible as the banded 
powers of carth and hell, headed by the e 1 | 
the air, whole name is 45a, 4un—. 75 elf cn— De- 

royer ? | 

VIII. Ye are no firangers to the craft anc rage 
of that powerful adreriury, O ye pieus Calvini!'s 
and godly Arminians: for ye urge not ct 6. 
and blood only, but with the principalities an:! po: 
of the kingdom of darkneſs! Ceaſe then, ceaſe 
ſpend in wreſtling one againſt another, the 1 8 
talents of time, ſtrength and wiſdom, with which 
the Lord has entruſte | vou, to 1efiit your interaal 
antagoniſt, Let it not be ſaid, that Herod, a Jew, 
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and Pilate, a Heathen, became friends, and cited li 
to purſue the Lamb of God to death; and that you, br 
fellow proteſtants, you, Britiſh believers, will not bl. 
agree to reſiſt the demil, aubo goes about as a roaring wi 
lion, ſecking whom be may devour, ju 


You 


( 30 ) 


Th You are aſtoniſhed when you hear, that ſome ob- 
n- tinate lawyers, are fo ve:fed in chicanery, as to 
» 2 Wl protract for years, law-ſuirs, which might be ended 
l- ina few days. Your controverſy has already latied 
0- for ages; and the pieceding pages ſhew, that it 
he night be ended in a tew hours: Should you then fill 
a; Wl refuſe reaſonable terms of accommodation, think, 
-O think of the altoniſhment of thote, who will fee 
he you protract the needlel> contention, and entiul the 
u- Wl curſe of diſcord upon the next generation, 

dle Our Lord bids us agree quickly ut our adverſa- 
de- Wl ries; and will ye for ever difpute with your friends ? 
le Joſe ph ſaid to his brethren, ye that yo fait nit out by 
ny WW the way; and fo tar as we Know, his direction was 


F WH faithfully obſerved. Chriſt ſays to us, Wear my 
i- badge: By this ſhall all men know, that you are my 
e- Aſciples, if ye love one another, And will ye ſtill fall 
he out in the way to heaven, and exchange the chriſ- 
es tian badge of charity, tor the ſatanic badge of con- 
'c, tention ? 

itt Paſſionate Eſau hath vowed, that he would never 
ed be reconciled to his brother. Nevertheleſs he re- l 
of Wi lented ; and as ſoon as Jacob was in ſight, he ran to | 


- WY meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and | 
kiſſed him: and they wept, Gen. xxxiii. 4. And = 

ige ſhall it be ſaid, that Eſav, the hairy man. the fierce | | 

us hunter, the ſavage who had relfolved to imbrue his | 


hands in his own brother's blood, the implacable = 
5M wretch, whom ſo many people conſider as an ab/o- 8 
oi reprobate—ſhall it be ſaid, that Efau was | 
us ſooner ſoftened than you? — He was reconciled to iq 
ch his brother, who had deprived him of Iſaac's bleſ- | 
aal fing by alie; and they lived in peace ever after. 
6, And will ye never be reconciled one to another, and 
ed live peaceably with your Calvinian or Arminian 
du, brethren, who far from having deprived you of any 
101 bleſſing, want you ro ſhare the bleſſing of holdin 

'nz WF with them the doctrines of grace, or thoſe ot 


juſtice? | 
The lj 


— 
»- 


— 53 * 
— — —_- 


— et 


% 
—— 


* * a + 
— 


. N » 
* 


; b TOR P J s 
ö n 1 1 IF. - \ =idfak' nn 
g 14 C Fx = -& * & =. 7 * 
* 2 4 — 0 

. ü ———— ( : — 
9 =, — 

® 5 = - 
® 


( 82: } 


The prince of life died, that he might gather tage- 
ther in one the children of God, who are ſcatte * 
abroad, John xi. 52. Ard will ye defeat this im- 
portant end of his death? He would gather you as 4 
ben gathers her brood under her wings; and will ye 
purſue one an»ther as hawks purſue their prey? 
Or keep at a diſtance from each other, as lambs do 
from ſerpents? Cannot Chriſt's blood, by which you 
are brought nigh to God, bring you nigh to each 
other? Does it not ſpeak better things than the blood 
of Abel ?—kinder — than your mutual com- 
plaints ? Does it not whiſper peace, mercy, gentle- 
neſs and joy? In Chri/? Jeſus neither rigid Calviniſm 
availeth any thing, nor rigid Arminianiſm, but faith 
which worketh by lowe; draw near with /aith to the 
chriſtian altar, which ſtreams with that peace- 
ſpeaking blood. Behold the bleeding Lamb of 
God, and become gentle, mercitul, and loving, 
See che anti- type 1 the brazen ſerpent ! ! He hangs 
on high and ſays, When I am liftcd up, I will draw 

all men unto me: and in me they ſhall center as the 
ſolar beams center in the ſun.— And will ye reply; 
We will not be obedient to thy drawings: We will 
not be concentered in thee with our Calvinian or 
Arminian brethren. Thy Father may facrifice thee 
to /lay the enmity, and ſo make peace + and thou mayſt 
lay down thy life to make reconciliation ; but recon- 
cried to each other we will not be; for the god of 
diſcord draws us aſunder, and his infernal drawings 
we will obey ?” If you ſhudder ar the thought of 
fpeaking ſuch words, why ſhould you fo behave, 
that whoever fees you, may ſee, they are the lan- 
guage of your conduct, —a language, which is far 
more emphatical than that of your lips? 

Say then no longer, Have us excuſed: but come 


the Lord's banner over you will be love, and his mercy 
will comfort you on every fee. If there be therefore 
any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any 
Fellovuſbip of the Spirit, if any  boxwels and mercies ; ; 7655 


to the bangqueting houſe—the temple of peace, where - 
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( 6x ) 
fil ye the joy of all who wiſh Sion's proſperity : Be 
Ite-minded, having the ſame love, being of one accord, 
of one mind, ſubmitting yourſelves one to another in the 
fear of God. He is my record how greatly I long after 
you all in the bowels of Feſus Chriſt, in whom there is 
wither Greek nor Few, neither bond nor free, neither 
Calviniſt nor Arminian, but Chrift is all in all. My 
heart is enlarged : for à recompence in the ſame, be ye 
alſo enlarged, and grant me my humble—perhaps 
my dying requeſt; reject not my plea tor peace. 
It it be not ſtrong, it is earneſt; tor (conſidering my 
bodily weakneſs) Iwrite it at the hazard of my life; 
Animamque in vulaere pono, 

But why ſhould I drop a hint about fo inſignifi- 
cant a lite, when I can move you to accept of terms 
of reconciliativn by the life and death—by the re- 
ſarrection and aſcenſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 
I recall the frivolous hint; and by the unknown 
azonies of him, whom you love; who in the days of 
his fieſh offered up prayers and ſupplications, with flrong 
crying and tears, unto bim, <who was able to ſave hint 
from death z—by his ſecond coming-; and by our gather- 
ing tagether unto bim, I beſcecb you, put on as the [ pro- 
teſtant ] clect , Gods bowels of marcies, kindneſs, hums- 
bleneſs of wind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering ; forbearing 
one another, aud fargiving one another ; even as Chri 
loved and forgave you, /o alſo de ye. Iniftead of ab- 
ſurdly charging one another with hereſy, embrace 
one another, and triumph together in Chriſt, Come 
1 out of the wilderneſs of idle controverſy, leaning 
«pon each other as brethren, holy and beloved: and 
with your joint forces attack your common enemies, 
phariſaiſm, antinomianiſm, and infidelity, Bleſs 
God, ye Arminians, for raiſing fuch men as the 
pious Calviniſts, to make à firm ſtand againſt phari- 
ſaic deluſions, and to maintain with you the doc- 
trines of man's fallen ſtate, and of God's partial 
grace, which the Pelagians attack with all their 
might. And ye Calviniſts, rejoice, that heaven 
has raiſed you ſuch allies as the godly Arminians, 
to 
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to oppoſe Manichean delufions, and to contend for 
the doctrines of holineſs and juſtice, which the 
antinomians feem ſworn to deſtroy, 

Feruſalem is a city which is at unity in itſelf. As ſoon 
as ye will cordially unite, the Proteſtant-Jeruſalemf 
will become a praiſe in the earth, The moment ye 
join creeds, hearts, and hands, our reproach is 
rolled away: the apoſtacy is ended: the apoſtolic, f 
pentecoſtal church returns from her long captivity 
in myſtical Babylon. The t#vo faves, Beauty and 
Bands become one in the hand of the great ſhepherd, 
who rites upon it. Bible-Calviniſts reconciled to 
Bible-Armin:ans. [See Zech. xi. 7. and Ez. xxxvii, 
16, 17. ]-Thus united, how happy are ye among 
yourſelves! How formidable to your enemies !— 
The men of the world are aſtoniſhed, and ſay: 


Who is ſhe, that looleth forth as the morning, fair as 


the moon, clear as the ſun, and terrible as an army with 
banners, —Surely it is a church formed upon the 
model of the primitive church. Theſe people are 
Chriſtians inderd. See how they provoke one another 
to ode and to good cor. 

Such will be the fruit of your reconciliation, and 
ſuch the glory of the Ebulamite, THE PEACEFUL 


S 7 
CHURCH ! — But, before Jam aware, my [longing] 


foul makes me lite the chariots of Aminadab, to go and 


admire that truly reformed church, whoſe members 
are all of one heart and of one foul. O ye pious Cal- 
viniſts, and godly Arminians, if you defire to ſee 
her glory, expreis your wiſh in Solomon's prophetic 
words, Cant, vi. 10, 12, 13. Return, return, O Shu- 
lamite : Return, return, that <ve may look upon thee. 
What wy Il ye fee in the Shulamite ? As it were the com- 
pany of two armies; — the combined force of the 

ood men, who maintain the doctrines of grace and 
juſtice, and who, by their union, will become ſtrong 
enough to demelſh modern Babel, and to batter 
down Pharija'/m and Antinomianiſm, the two forts 
by which it is de fended. For phariſaiſm will never 
yield, but to the power of Bible-Calvipiſm and the 
doctrines 
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doctrines of grace, Nor can antinomianiſm be 
conquered, without the help of Bible-Arminianiſm 
and the doctrines of juſtice. And when phariſaiſm 
and antinomianiſm ſhall be deſtroyed, the church 
will be /andified, cleanſed, and ready to be preſented to 
Chrifl—a ou church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing. Then ſhall we fing with truth, 
what we ſing without propriety : 


Love, like death, has all deſtroy'd, 
Render'd all diſtinctions void: 
Names and ſects, and parties fall, 


Thou, O Chriſt, art all in all“ 


In the mean time, let us rejoice in hope, and ſing 
with the chriſtian poet, 


Giver of peace and unity, 

Send down thy mild, pacific dove: 
We all ſhall then in one agree, 
And breathe the ſpirit of thy love. 


We all ſhall think and ſpeak the ſame 
Delightful leſſon of thy grace ; 

One undivided Chriſt proclaim, 

And jointly glory in thy praiſe. 


Regard thine ewn eternal prayer, 
And ſend a peaceful anſwer down : 
To us thy Father's name declare; 
Unite, and perfect us in one. 


So ſhall the world believe and know, 
That God has ſent thee from above ; 
When thou art ſeen in us below, 
And every ſoul diſplays thy love. 


— — — — > —___ 

* When I hear contending Calviniſts and Arminians agree 
to print and fing this verſe, I am tempted to cry to them, Be at 
peace among yourſelves or fing at your love-feaſts ; 


Love has not our pride deſtroy'd, 
Render'd our diſtinctions void: 
Names, and ſects, and parties ri/c : 
Peace retires, and mounts the ſkies, 


The End, 
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For Gotteſchalchus, read Godeſchalchus 
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quarelling 
of world 


book 
of one 


Annanias 


read filly. 

read one. 

read quarrelling 
read of the world, 


read brook 
read one of 
read Ananias 


Section VI. read SEctION V 
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eclipſed 
think 
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read wneclip/ed, 
read things, 
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